       August 2008: Medical Identification Awareness month
The month of August 2008 celebrates Medical Identification Awareness month.  Wearing medical information alert jewelry or ID tag could potentially prevent serious delays in medical treatment or even save lives.  According to one website, more than 95 percent of emergency responders look for a medical ID; more than 75 percent check for a medical ID immediately upon assessing the patient.  Medical responders may see medical identification jewelry before finding a wallet card, although both items are very important.
The following conditions are among some of the medical information that may be useful or even life saving in a emergency situation: Diabetes, Heart disease (angina, atrial fibrillation, pacemakers, implantable defibrillators), Allergies (food, drug, insect stings, latex), Anemia (and sickle cell), Blood disorders, Blood thinners, Pulmonary disorders (asthma, cystic fibrosis, COPD), Clinical trial patients, Epilepsy/seizures, Hearing, sight, or mentally impaired, Hypertension, Kidney failure, Lymphedema, Multiple medications, Multiple Sclerosis, Organ Donor, Parkinson’s Disease, Rare Diseases, Stroke risk, Surgery, transplant or cancer patients, Tourette syndrome.  Other medical contact information may also be included as desired.

The following links are examples of some providers of medical information jewelry.  The OMC does not endorse any particular product, but only wishes to provide information regarding this type of preventive health measure.
To access the hyperlink, press and hold control key and left click mouse:

The granddaddy of medical alert jewelry, since 1956: 
http://www.medicalert.org/Main/AboutUs.aspx
This site allows the user to enter information and create a free wallet card: http://www.medids.com/free-id.php
Can be pricey, but stylish: 

http://www.creativemedicalid.com/
http://www.jewelbasket.com/medical-alert-id-bracelets.html
Military style dog tags: 
http://www.id-ideas.com/medical.html
Other names include:

http://www.americanmedical-id.com/
http://www.medicalidtags.com/cgi-bin/cshop/store/index.tam
http://www.911med411.com/
http://www.laurenshope.com/category.aspx?id=1
http://lifetag-alert.stores.yahoo.net/
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