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March 06, 2007 Meeting Review

Kirstie Stramler

The March 6th meeting was a cozy one, with only about 10 members present.  We could blame Nancy for the low turnout, she having asked for annual dues, however it was most likely due to the cold weather that so few people came. The TMOD, Kirstie Stramler, set the theme for the meeting:  “Habits & Rituals”.

There were no guests, but we did have two new members present -- Jay Dhruv and Artemios Geromitsos – both of whom delighted us with their first speeches.

Craig Ferrantino, our Jokemaster, told us an entertaining story about a man who had a habit of being very stingy – his entire life he’d only donated $1 to charity – and who ended up in hell with that same $1.

Jack McNulty served as Wordmaster, and he chose the wonderfully happy word ‘serendipity’, or the phenomenon of finding valuable or agreeable things without planning for them.

As Table Topics Master, Kelly Colon opted to focus on healthy habits, drawing from Stephen R. Covey’s book “Seven Habits of Highly Effective People”, which Jim Rowland had already read, and which it sounds like we could all stand to read.  Craig Ferrantino won the Table Topics competition, as he related his story of how he “sharpened his saw” (one of the 7 habits) in his hotel Jacuzzi recently.

Our first speaker tonight was Jay Dhruv, whose Ice Breaker speech was titled “Me.”  We reveled in Jay’s life, beginning in his fortunate and fruitful childhood in India, his education as a Mechanical Engineer and Computing Management, and through to his present happily married life, consulting here on LI for Motorola.

Our second and final speaker, Artemios Geromitsos, gave his Ice Breaker, entitled “Three Places of my Life”, in which he described his life as a trajectory that began in Athens, Greece, continued with higher education in Paris, France, and is currently in Long Island, New York.  We are all excited to hear where his life travels, encouraged by his sailor father, will take him next.

Both evaluators, Joyce Hansen and Nancy Manning, gave helpful feedback on the two icebreakers, each of which went very smoothly.

Our General Evaluator for tonight’s meeting was Craig Ferrantino, who graciously offered on the spot to fill the role, which he’d never yet performed.  He summarized the meeting succinctly and with good humor.  Thanks, Craig.

Jim Rowland didn’t make it easy for us, grilling us on the 7 habits of highly effective people, but thanks to Kelly, we were ready for it and survived our Quizmaster’s playful questions with little hesitation.

Announcements were made by Nancy Manning and Beth Lin regarding: 

· the next meeting, Tuesday, 20 March, for which Craig Ferrantino will be TMOD, and by which annual dues must be paid; 

· the area speech contest, which will be held Thursday, 22 March; 

· District 46 Spring Conference at Woodbridge Hilton, Iselin NJ, on May 19-20;

· and the Charter Night on 17 April at which our club celebrates its 16th Birthday!

Then the meeting was closed without further ado.  Thanks for the apples, Beth!

