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Hi folks,

Dog Days

Do you know, or did you know before the Aug. 15 meeting of BNL Toastmasters, what the “Dog Days of Summer” are?  This was the theme for our toastmasters meeting, and Toastmaster of the Day Pat Sommerstad, delighted us all with an account of the origin of the term.  Pat had found the information on the Internet, in preparation for her role at the meeting.  I just did a Google search in order to learn more and to be sure that I give correct information to those of you who did not attend the meeting.

Briefly, the “dog days” have to do with the constellation Canis Major (or “big dog”).  From the web site http://wilstar.com/dogdays.htm I found the following information.  Sirius, the brightest star in this constellation, is so bright that the ancient Romans thought that we received heat from it.  In the summer, Sirius, the “dog star,” rises and sets with the sun.  During late July, Sirius is in conjunction with the sun, and the ancients believed that its heat added to the heat of the sun, creating a stretch of hot and sultry weather.  They named this period of time, from 20 days before the conjunction to 20 days after, “dog days” after the dog star.

Table Topics

Recently, during the “dog days,” Table Topics Master Nancy Manning spent some time with her young grandchildren.  She made a note of a few of the questions these inquisitive youngsters asked, and she presented them to us to give a response.

“Would it be comfortable to sit on a cloud?”

“Can we go on that big roller coaster?”

“Is it us – or are the clouds moving?”

“How high are the clouds?”

“What color is the sky?”

“Are we there yet?”

Pat Sommerstad was voted to have given the best table topic response to the question, how high are the clouds.  She pointed out that it depends – it depends on how old you are.

Talks

We heard two prepared talks.  Pat Astre gave a talk from the advanced manual on Interpretive Reading.  The project was the play.  Pat presented an original play entitled “The Beginning and the End.”  He made it perfectly clear what character was speaking: the Narrator, Adam, God, Eve, or Noah.  I’ve heard Pat give a number of humorous talks, and in my opinion, this was the best yet.  Everyone was laughing or smiling throughout the presentation.  I particularly liked the way he presented two endings (both of which take place at some time in the future).  God did not like the first ending, so the Narrator presented another, better, ending, in which there was peace and harmony ever after.  The presentation was evaluated by Beth Lin.

Beth also presented a talk, the second project in the basic manual.  (Beth is working though the manual for the 11th time.)  The title of her talk was “Seeing is Believing.”  She used PowerPoint to show us images of DNA and viruses that were taken with the Scanning Transmission Electron Microscope (STEM) on which she works.  She also showed pictures of the microscope and the people who work on it.  She made it easy for non-scientists to understand by making analogies with something familiar.  Her talk was evaluated by Margaret Foster.

Business

During the business part of the meeting, Beth told us about the revised educational tracks for Toastmasters.  The biggest change is the addition of a new “Competent Leader” manual.  This manual will be included in the new member packet for all new members.  The basic manual for the first ten speeches will remain the same, except that the person completing this manual will now be a “Competent Communicator” or CC instead of a “Competent Toastmaster” or CTM.  Beth distributed copies of an informative handout to clarify the education programs and materials available through Toastmasters.  This handout was distributed to club officers who attended a recent officer training session.

Club officer training sessions are being held until the end of August.  Four of our seven club officers for BNL Toastmasters attended a training session this month.  I would encourage the other officers, and even newer members to attend.  I’ve been to a number of sessions over the years, and I found the one I attended this year to be particularly well-run.  A schedule for District 46 Toastmasters (our District) may be found at http://www.toastmasters46.org/training/club_training.html.

We missed those of you who did not attend the Aug. 15 meeting.  Hope to see you at the next meeting.  Beth has sent all members an email message to ask about a preferred date for the club humorous speech and table topics contests.  That occasion is always fun, and it is coming soon.

Best regards,

Margaret

