
The United States Department of Energy 
announces the availability of a document relating to the  

investigation of the Brookhaven National Laboratory 
Inactive Hazardous Waste Site, Brookhaven Graphite Research Reactor, 

for public review 
 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announces the availability of a document relating to the 
environmental restoration activities at Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL).  The  Action 
Memorandum: Brookhaven Graphite Research Reactor Below-Ground Duct Primary Liner 
Removal  Action is available for review at the libraries listed below.  There is no public comment 
period for this document. 
 
This action memorandum describes a removal action that is taking place on the Laboratory site.  A 
removal action is an accelerated cleanup response to a known or potential contamination source. 
 
The Brookhaven Graphite Research Reactor (BGRR) was an air-cooled graphite-moderated reactor.  
The primary air cooling system utilized cooling fans that were located in a building separate from 
the reactor building.  Exhaust ducting constructed of reinforced concrete runs in two separate ducts 
below the ground from the reactor exhaust plenums to the system filters and coolers.   Downstream 
of the coolers the ducting rose above the ground and merged into one large duct.  The above-ground 
portions of the primary air cooling system have been removed.   
 
During reactor operations (from 1950 to 1969),  outside cooling air was drawn across the reactor 
pile through this ductwork by fans, where it was cooled, filtered, and eventually exited through the 
100 meter tall exhaust stack.   
 
As a result of past BGRR operations, the below-ground duct liners are contaminated with 
radiological contaminants.  Under this removal action, the below-ground duct liners will be 
removed.   
 
All waste will be disposed of in an appropriate licensed and permitted waste facility.  The BGRR is 
being addressed as part of a nationwide DOE effort to clean up legacy waste. 
 
Located in Upton, N.Y., BNL is classified as an Inactive Hazardous Waste Site by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation. BNL is on the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s National Priorities List. 
 
The Action Memorandum: Brookhaven Graphite Research Reactor Below-Ground Duct Primary 
Liner Removal Action can be found at the following libraries:  
 
Longwood Public Library 
800 Middle Country Rd 
Middle Island, NY 
(631) 924-6400 
 
Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Public Library 



301 William Floyd Parkway 
Shirley, NY 
(631) 399-1511 
 
BNL Research Library 
Building 477A 
Upton, NY 
(631) 344-3483 
 
U.S. EPA, Region II Library 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 
(212) 637-4296 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Jen Clodius 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 
(631) 344-2489 
clodius@bnl.gov 
 
John Carter 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(631) 344-5195 
jcarter@bnl.gov 
 

 


