Center for Advanced Vehicle Technologies at The University of Alabama

S. R. Bell and J. S Thrasher (U. of Alabama)
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Overview: The Center for Advanced Vehicle Technologies (CAVT) was established on The University of Alabama campus in 1998 to conduct advanced vehicle research and to educate the next generation of young engineers and scientists for careers in the automotive industry. The State of Alabama and surrounding region continue to enjoy rapid expansion in the automotive industry base, and the CAVT is providing support for this growth. Research to develop new transportation and vehicle systems is critical to meeting the transportation needs of today and tomorrow. The CAVT is focusing on a new generation of vehicles that employs a number of technologically sophisticated systems such as: advanced propulsion power plants, including electric, alternative fuels, hybrid-power and fuel cells; ultra-low emission systems; light-weight and smart materials; intelligent systems for controls; and low noise and acoustically designed systems. The research programs of the Center represent a campus-wide interdisciplinary effort. More details about CAVT can be found at the Web address http://cavt.me.ua.edu/.


Acknowledgments: The work presented in this paper is partially supported by the Center for Advanced Vehicle Technologies at the University of Alabama, which receives partial funding from the U. S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration under Grant DTFH61-99-X-00007.















