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What is the Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) Landtrek Outreach Project?

This project is exploring the possibility of providing environmental monitoring data to the public and BNL staff on the Internet, including routine monitoring data as well as any unexpected results.

What kind of data will be available and how often?

Initially, the project will focus on results from select onsite groundwater monitoring wells associated with active operational or support facilities.  Monitoring wells are sampled quarterly and the information would be made available as soon as the data is quality checked 

Why is all the sampling data that BNL collects not available on-line?

Currently, the data is available to the public on-line, but on an annual basis through several large reports.  This project hopes to provide the data in a user-friendly and timely manner soon after the data are available.  It is intended to be a pilot project to determine if this can be achieved from a technical standpoint and to determine if people are interested in this information.  If successful, DOE and BNL will look for the resources to fund expansion of the project—e.g. to other media (surface water) or other groundwater monitoring wells.   

What is Landtrek and where can I get more information about it?

Landtrek is a U.S. Department of Energy data communication project based on a geographic information system (GIS), which is being funded and piloted at several DOE sites.  Several organizations support Landtrek, including Hazmed, an environmental and communications company in the Washington DC area, that will be doing the website development for the BNL project.  More information about Landtrek can be found at www.landtrek.org.  However, the BNL pilot is different than the other projects that have been conducted under this program since its data will be more timely than projects at other sites.

What other kinds of time-relevant environmental websites are available?

Making environmental monitoring data available in real-time or in a timely manner is becoming easier with the advance of the Internet and with improved monitors.  Many organizations have begun to establish monitoring websites.  Below are some of the organizations and projects you may wish to investigate in order to get an idea of the type of information and formats that are possible.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

· Environmental Monitoring for Public Access and Community Tracking (EMPACT), a general program with over 40 public environmental monitoring and communication projects



www.epa.gov/empact

· AirNow, hourly monitoring of ground-level ozone nationwide



www.epa.gov/airnow

· My Sound, real-time monitoring of water quality using monitoring buoys in the Long Island Sound



www.mysound.uconn.edu


U.S. Department of Energy

· Neighborhood Environmental Watch Network (NewNet), real-time monitoring of air radiation at Los Alamos National Laboratory


newnet.jdola.lanl.gov

· Idaho Environmental Monitoring Program, weather and radiation monitoring at Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory


oversite.inel.gov/


U.S. Geological Survey

· Real-time Water Data, real-time hydrological data for rivers and streams nationwide


water.usgs.gov/realtime.html

Other Interesting Places

· New York State Ozone Forecast, daily forecast of the ground-level ozone levels in New York


www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dar/bts/ozone/oz4cast.html

· Pennsylvania Air Quality, hourly air quality information for Pennsylvania



www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/aq/aqm/pollt.html

· Space Science and Engineering Center, daily satellite imagery of sea surface temperature


www.ssec.wisc.edu/data/sst.html

· IRIS Seismic Monitor, real-time worldwide earthquake monitoring


www.iris.washington.edu/seismic/60_2040_1_8.html
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