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Overview

Our Requirement
The Problem
A Call For Action!



What’s The Requirement? 
(ORPS Subject Area)

Contact the Occurrence Categorizer as soon 
as practical, but allowing enough time so 
that a determination of reportability will take 
place within two hours of the event or 
condition discovery.



All staff are required to appropriately report 
abnormal events or conditions that:

•
 

endanger the health and safety of staff or the 
public, 

•
 

have an adverse effect on the environment, 
•

 
impact the operations and intended purpose of 
BNL facilities, 

•
 

result in loss or damage of property, or 
•

 
adversely affect national security or the security 
interest of DOE or BNL. 

When Do I Call The Categorizer?





Who Are The Categorizers? 

Ken Sullivan
Mike Zarcone
Mark Davis
Artie Piper
Phil Hayde
Ray Karol
Ken Krasner
Steve Moss (Emeritus)
Patti Bender (Emeritus)
Nick Contos, In training

CategorizersCategorizers

C



Exhibit 3: ORPS Reportable, SCBNL, and Non-Reportable Events

28 29

42 40

33
38

57 59

8
10

3 2 2 2 4 3
6 5

9

3 4
6

4
7

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

07-02 07-03 07-04 08-01 08-02 08-03 08-04 09-01

Fiscal Year Quarter

N
um

be
r o

f E
ve

nt
s

Nonreportable

SCBNL

Reportable



So What’s The Problem? 
Time from Discovery to Categorization (2007 – Present)

25/45 (56%) were not categorized within 
2 hours of discovery



Recent Calls to the Categorizer

1/21 - Leaking Refrigerant From Heat Exchangers 
1/19 - Frozen Sprinkler System in B-836 
1/16 - HFBR Heat Exchanger Condensate Leak 
1/16 - EW-16 Extraction Well Vault Flood 
1/13 - Burst Rupture Disc on LN2 Storage tank Behind 902 
1/13 - Condition Report on BGRR Scaffold Assembly Review
1/12 - Broken Hip While Falling on Ice in Parking Lot, B-830
1/12 - High Level Sewage Pit Alarm at B-348 
1/09 - Injury to BNL Police Officer, SCBNL 



Is it Reportable?

An individual using the HFBR Passenger elevator reported a problem 
with the elevator cab not lining up properly with the elevation platform.  
Upon investigating it was identified that the newly installed hydraulic 
ram seal was leaking excessively.  The elevator pit was covered with 
approximately 1-2 inches of hydraulic oil (estimated at 30 – 40 gallons).



An Opportunity For Improvement

“No one wants to learn by mistakes, but we 
cannot learn enough from success to go 
beyond the state of the art ….Such is the 
nature not only of science and engineering, 
but of all human endeavors.”



Take Away!

Contact the Occurrence Categorizer as 
soon as practical, but allowing enough 
time so that a determination of 
reportability will take place within two 
hours of the event or condition discovery.
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