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Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary 

August 2004
The purpose of this monthly summary is to inform the Laboratory community of selected current BNL environmental, safety, and health events.
To help reinforce the Laboratory’s commitment to safety, please print out and share this information with your staff, visitors, and guests.
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	SAFETY MILESTONES


Congratulations! BNL Works 
600,000 Hours With No ‘DART’!
From June 15th to August 2nd, Lab employees collectively worked over 600,000 hours, or a little more than six weeks, without a “Days Away, Restricted, or Transferred” (DART) case when an injury ended the run.

One of the Laboratory’s safety goals is to reach one million hours worked, or 10 weeks, without a DART case. A DART case is recorded when a work-incurred injury causes an employee to lose time from work, to be placed on work restrictions, or to be temporarily transferred to another job.  

Although we fell a little short of our goal, 600,000 hours without a DART injury is a very significant accomplishment. When we do reach the goal, it will be a cause for celebration!

Many organizations on site are justifiably proud of their own safety records. For instance, on August 11th, Ralph James reported that the Energy, Environment, and National Security (EENS) Directorate had worked over 2,778 continuous days without a lost-time accident. This means that they have completed over 5 million person-hours of work since their last recorded DART case. 

So, congratulations to EENS staff and other groups on site that have similar safety records!

	OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY


Heat-Stress Alert? Notification System
Posts Message on the Web, via Pagers

When the outdoor temperature and humidity rises to the point that working or exercising creates a safety concern, warnings are issued by the BNL Heat-Stress Alert-Notification System. These messages are:

· posted on the Safety and Health Services Division real-time Heat Stress Web site, which also contains information on heat stress symptoms and their management

· automatically sent by e-mail and to Verizon wireless pagers and ITD-registered cellular phones.

Because it is crucial that this information quickly reach those employees and contractors working outdoors, organizations are recommended to have a process in place whereby they can notify outdoor workers of an alert so that they modify their work activities as necessary.

For more information, contact:  Robert Selvey, Ext. 3066, or Selvey@bnl.gov. A Web-based course on Heat Stress Prevention is also available to all.

ORPS Report CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-0014

Gasoline-Contaminated Argon Cylinder Results in Site-Wide Response
June 25 – Welding operations were stopped and an investigation begun when a safety-conscious welder in the Central Fabrication Division detected a strange odor while using a K-sized cylinder of Argon 4.8 gas during a welding operation. It was then decided to:

· cease all welding until the cause was determined

· tag out all Argon 4.8 K-size gas cylinders nearby

· notify Welco-CGI, the gas supplier.

Sample results indicated the cylinders were contaminated with greater than 2500 parts per million of gasoline. 

A July 23 visit by BNL to the supplier revealed the potential for commercially supplied K-size cylinders to be contaminated with liquids, as well as the potential for contaminated cylinders to pass through Welco’s facility. So, on July 26, all unused K-size cylinders on site with the same lot number were tagged out, segregated, and returned.  The risk of using other Welco-supplied compressed gases is being assessed, and, when the results are available, they will be published in a future issue of this Summary. 

For more information, contact:  Al Farland, Ext. 7859, or farland@bnl.gov.

	 TRAFFIC SAFETY


July Traffic Citations: Violations Down,
Speeders Average 38, Trends on Web

During July, only eight violations were given out for speeding, moving, and parking. This is a very significant decrease from the previous month. Congratulations to all for driving more safely on site! 

On-site speeders in the month of July were caught driving at a high of 48 mph and a low of 33, with the average speeder doing 38 mph.
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Bar charts of the trends since January 2004 by violation and employment status can be viewed at http://www.bnl.gov/ESHQ/ESH_summary.asp.

Step-Van Driving Precautions 
Will Reduce Chance of Injury
August 2 - An employee seriously injured a finger when the open sliding door of a Laboratory step-van closed on upon it while the vehicle was in motion.  The employee was taken to the Occupational Medicine Clinic and then transported to Brookhaven Memorial Hospital for treatment of a broken finger and laceration, which required stitches.

Section V of the SBMS Subject Area on Traffic Safety, describes all the BNL traffic regulations, including the rule prohibiting vehicles to operate vehicles with the doors open.  However, on August 16, 2004, Jim Tarpinian had issued an exemption to BNL managers and ES&H coordinators, allowing step-vans to operate with doors open. This exemption came about in response to an employee concern about the heat conditions inside step vans and subsequent temperature measurements that verified the significant potential for heat-stress conditions when step-van doors are closed. 

Because this heat-stress concern outweighs other safety concerns about driving with the sliding doors open, the following safety precautions are to be taken:

1. The vehicle operator must ensure that the door latch is operational, and that the door is latched and locked open.

2. While the wheels are turning, all occupants must have their seat belts fastened.

3. The van’s contents must be secured.  
These rules are consistent with those used by major users of step vans, such as the United Parcel Service. The SBMS subject area on Traffic Safety will soon reflect this change.

Cycling BNL’s Back Roads and Woods:
Travel With Company for Safety’s Sake

Recently, while bicycling at lunchtime on an infrequently traveled on-site dirt road, a BNL employee hit a rut, flipped over the handlebars, and landed head-first. Fortunately, the employee was wearing a helmet, which prevented serious head injury, but a badly sprained neck was suffered.

Because a friend had accompanied the employee, emergency assistance was quickly summoned. Had the employee been alone in such an isolated spot, hours may have passed before help arrived.

Therefore, for your personal safety, cyclists are advised to ride with a companion or leave word about your intended route, especially if you travel the back roads and woods. Another “cycle safe” idea is to carry a cell phone.
	RADIOLOGICAL SAFETY


Radioactive-Material Purchases:
Web-Req Requirements to Follow
Several times last year, radioactive material — such as research equipment and instruments containing internal sources — has been purchased from outside vendors or brought onto the site from other institutions without all of the requisition requirements having been met.  Such situations can result in PAAA violations.

Radioactive material, as defined in the SBMS subject area Procurement of and Approval to Use Radioactive Materials, “…includes any material, samples, equipment or system component determined to be contaminated or suspected of being contaminated. Radioactive material includes activated material, sealed and unsealed sources, and material that emits radiation.”

The subject area further identifies the following requirements:

1. All requisitions must be placed using the Web Req system

2. The Web-Req product category “Isotopes/ Any Radiological Material” and the Hazardous Material Index “Radioactive Material” must be checked to ensure the I&SM Group is notified of the pending procurement

3. Department/Division reviews of radioactive-material acquisition requests must include:

· consideration of facility-possession limits noted in Facility Use Agreements

· suitability of the proposed location for use of the material 

· dosimetry/bioassay requirements for work with the radioactive material

4. The Isotopes and Special Materials (I&SM) Group must approve the pending procurement of radioactive material, which occurs automatically if the product category and hazardous material index boxes are checked as appropriate

5. Incoming shipments of radioactive material must be received by Supply and Material at Central Receiving Bldg. 100, unless alternative arrangements have been made in advance with I&SM and your facility support representative;

6. I&SM must do a preliminary inspection upon receipt;

7. I&SM delivers the radioactive material/source to the user facility.

8. Facility support is to perform accountable sealed-source leak checks, if required.

For more information, contact the I&SM Group:  Kris Dahms, Ext. 4051 or dahms@bnl.gov
	Completion of Required Training Percentages for July 2004

Employees: 97% 

Guests and Contractors: 87%
Compared to last month, the percentage for completion of required training for employees decreased by 1%, and remained the same for guests and contractors.



	Got a great safety slogan?  Submit it 
and it we’ll put it here!

Practice Safety in All You Do – Everyone Depends on You!

— submitted by Maria Beckman



	The Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary is published by the ESH&Q Directorate.  Please forward your feedback on this issue to:

· Jim Tarpinian, Assistant Laboratory Director, Ext. 8370 or tarpinian@bnl.gov
· Maria Beckman, editor, Ext. 5483 or beckman@bnl.gov
Please let us know if you have any ES&H success stores that you would like to see included in a future issue of this summary.
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