[image: image1.jpg]BROOKHFAIEN

NATIONAL LABORATORY



Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary 
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The purpose of this monthly summary is to inform the Laboratory community of selected current BNL environmental, safety, and health events. 
To help reinforce the Laboratory’s commitment to safety, please print out and share this information with your staff, visitors, and guests.   

	OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY


Message from J. Tarpinian, ALD, ESH&Q

I sent an a letter to all employees on June 17 to notify everyone about several lost workday injuries that were suffered in the first two weeks of the month, so they are not described in this issue of the monthly report. All of the injured employees returned to work.  I am pleased to report that our last lost workday injury occurred on June 15, 2004.  As of this writing, July 22, 2004, we have worked over five weeks without a lost workday case. Please keep up the safe work!

ORPS Report CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-0011

Suspect/Counterfeit Bolts in Forklifts

The discovery of suspect/counterfeit bolts in BNL forklifts in June highlights the importance of taking immediate action when information on suspect/ counterfeit items (S/CI) is provided to departments, divisions, and offices.

In May 2004, the Quality Management (QM) Office notified BNL organizations that suspect/counterfeit (S/C) bolts had been found in forklifts at another DOE site. To determine if S/C bolts were installed in BNL forklifts, QM asked that inspections be conducted and that, if such bolts were discovered, the BNL Suspect Counterfeit Items (S/CI) Coordinator be notified. Of the few responses received, none reported S/CIs.

But, then on June 21, 2004, more than a month after the notification was sent, S/C bolts were discovered in BNL forklifts. An occurrence report resulted. Following the initial discovery, more S/C bolts were also uncovered in other departments’ forklifts, in both load-bearing and non-load-bearing parts. S/CIs installed in load-bearing parts can pose a safety risk if they fail.

Information sent to line organizations is reviewed at the institutional level, and is only sent to the line after being screened.  It is essential that the S/CI Coordinator be notified in a timely manner when S/CIs are discovered.  In accordance with the DOE Occurrence Reporting & Processing System (ORPS), S/CIs must be reported to DOE, and like all occurrences, a decision concerning reportability to DOE must be made within two hours of discovery. 
For more information, contact: Stasia Ann Scocca, Quality Management Office, Ext 3979, or scocca@bnl.gov. Complete information on BNL’s S/CI program can be found in the SBMS S/CI Program Description and the S/CI Subject Area.

	 TRAFFIC SAFETY


New Bicycle-Safety Policy

Bicycle-Helmet Ordering Information

Whether you cycle around the site for business or pleasure, the newly issued BNL bicycle-safety policy notes that you must wear a bicycle helmet when cycling at BNL and that the helmet must conform to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) standard.

For those using BNL-issued bicycles, helmets meeting the CPSC standard can be ordered from inventory. The helmets are sized as follows:

• K-70300 — small/medium (fits 20-3/8” to 22-7/8”)

• K-70302 — medium/large (fits 21-1/2” to 24-3/4”)

• K-70304 — large/extra large (fits 22-3/4” to 24-3/8”)

Bicycle helmets are a restricted-inventory item, so you must be authorized by your ES&H Coordinator or someone similar to order one through the PeopleSoft pick-ticket system. 

For more information, contact: Maryellen Meier, Ext. 2979, or memeier@bnl.gov. Also see the July 2, 2004, issue of the Brookhaven Bulletin.  

June Traffic Violations

Type of violation 
Violators’ employment status
Moving
4    
Employee
 13
  

Parking 
7  
Guest
   7

Speeding       11 
Non-employee
   2

Total
 22
Total
 22

During June, citations issued for speeding and parking violations decreased significantly from the previous month. Moving violations, however, increased slightly. 

On-site speeders in the month of June were caught driving at a high of 51 mph and a low of 41, with the average speeder doing 44 mph. However, other drivers are commended for driving more slowly this month and for better observance of the speed limits.

Violation information published in previously issued ESH Monthly Summaries can be seen at http://www.bnl.gov/ESHQ/.

	RADIOLOGICAL SAFETY


Ensure Your Radiological Training
Is Up to Date Before Doing the Job

Recent assessments by BNL and the Brookhaven Site Office (BHSO) found that a small number of workers are signing onto Radiological Work Permits (RWPs) without being fully qualified to perform the work. However, less-than-100-percent compliance with the RWP’s radiological training requirements puts the Laboratory at risk of a Price-Anderson Amendment Act violation and, as such, may result in enforcement actions and fines. In addition, when it is discovered that unqualified workers are on the job site, the work also results in being delayed.
Therefore, before performing radiological work, all workers must ensure that they have the required training. Several Web-based tools can help you identify outstanding training requirements and ensure that your training remains current, as follows:
· Bioassay Participants Database  — This Personnel Monitoring database provides a current listing, by calendar year, of those who have provided bioassay samples, i.e., whole-body count and urine bioassay.
For more information contact: R. Reciniello, Ext. 5540, or reciniello@bnl.gov
· Bioassay Incomplete Database  — Under the “Reports/Queries” link, this database provides a list of workers, by JTA, whose bioassay qualifications have lapsed.
For more information contact: L. Michel, Ext. 6306, or michel@bnl.gov
· Outstanding Training — Under the “Reports/Queries” link, this database allows searches of training courses by organization, individual (employee and/or guest/contractor), or course name.
For more information contact: B. Schwaner, Ext. 3244, or schwaner@bnl.gov
· “Training-due-to-expire” e-mail notifications — These are sent beginning 30 days before training expires. The e-mail provides contact information so you can pursue renewing your qualification.
For more information contact: B. Schwaner, Ext. 3244, or schwaner@bnl.gov


· “Training-has-expired” e-mail notification - When a training qualification lapses, both you and your training coordinator are notified. Supervisors may also receive e-mail notifications of their staff’s expired qualifications by sending their name and life number to training@bnl.gov.
For more information contact: Beth Schwaner, Ext. 3244, or schwaner@bnl.gov



	Completion of Required Training Percentages for June 2004

Employees: 98% 

Guests and Contractors: 87%
Compared to last month, the percentage for completion of required training remained the same for employees and increased by 1 percent for guests and contractors.

Congratulations!



	Make Safety Personal



	The Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary is published by the ESH&Q Directorate.  Please forward your feedback on this issue to:

· Jim Tarpinian, Assistant Laboratory Director, Ext. 8370, or tarpinian@bnl.gov
· Maria Beckman, editor, Ext. 5483, or beckman@bnl.gov
Please let us know if you have any ES&H success stores that you would like to see included in a future issue of this summary.
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