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The purpose of this monthly summary is to inform managers and supervisors of current BNL environ​mental, safety, and health events. To help reinforce the Laboratory’s commitment to safety, please print out and share this information with your staff.

	RADIOLOGICAL SAFETY


ORPS REPORT CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-003:  Workers contaminated

February 27 — When a 30-gallon drum containing two vented bottles of tritium was opened, tritium gas unexpectedly escaped, resulting in low-level contamination of three workers and the work area.  

As the drum lid was being removed, a worker employing a tritium “sniffer” to survey the air inside the drum (a task not required by the work plan) noted that the instrument registered a high reading, so the lid was quickly tightened. Follow-up smears of the drum and work area proved that the workers and work area had become contaminated.

Preliminary probable causes are:

· Operations manager did not provide enough information for Facility Support to provide an adequate review of the planned work activity.

· The possibility that residual tritium gas could escape the inner drum head was not considered.

· Weakness in tracing and tracking waste items that are repackaged for final disposition.

Recommended corrective actions include:

· Verify waste items requiring repackaging through independent checks.

· Revise standard operating procedures to ensure the tracking of waste items segregated from original packaging.

· Assign new waste-control forms to waste items segregated from their original packages to ensure tracing.

Recommended lessons learned are:

· Pay more attention to detail in work planning. 

· Verify documents used in planning.

· Ensure that all your questions about the safety of a job are answered beforehand.

For more information, contact: Steve Coleman, Ext. 8705, coleman@bnl.gov
ORPS REPORT CH-BH-BNL-AGS-2004-0002: Fallen truck load

March 5 — While being transported at 5 mph on site, a 6.5-foot-tall absorber and a drum of activated aluminum pieces fell off a flatbed truck as it was coming to a stop, crushing the top of the drum but not opening it. There were no injuries.

The absorber and the drum were being transported with several other items, which were all secured with two side-to-side tie-down straps, but not with any front-to-back ties. In addition, the absorber had been strapped to an iron box on wheels, which had not been chocked or otherwise held from rolling.

Each item had been wrapped to prevent the spread of slight surface contamination (5,000 dpm per 100 cm2). Radiological surveys found no contamination on the road, but the truck bed had a few hundred dpm in several spots.

The cause of this event is still under investigation and will be reported in a future issue of the Monthly Summary.

For more information, contact: Ed Lessard, Ext. 4250, lessard@bnl.gov
	TRAFFIC SAFETY


February traffic violations

Type of violation 
Violators’ employment status
Moving
11 
Employee
27

Parking 
20
Guest
12 

Speeding
12
Nonemployee
  4
Total
  43
43

During February, moving violations decreased compared to the previous month.  Moving violations are issued in accordance with New York State vehicle and traffic law, and the top reason that these violations are issued at BNL is for the failure to stop at a stop sign. 

Speeding violations decreased compared to the previous month. While vehicles are supposed to travel at 30 mph unless otherwise posted, on-site speeders in the month of February were caught driving at a high of 55 mph and a low of 41, with the average speeder doing 45 mph.

Compared to January 2004, fewer employees and guests were ticketed. Both employees and guests received the most tickets for parking violations. Tickets are $50 per parking violation and up to $125 for speeding and moving violations, which are charged to the violator’s department or division.

	
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE


ORPS REPORT CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-0002: Non-alkaline batteries

As a result of a recent on-site RCRA hazardous waste-site inspection, a notice of violation (NOV) from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) was issued to the Lab for the mismanagement of universal waste batteries, i.e., non-alkaline batteries. 


Universal wastes are specific hazardous wastes that are widely generated throughout the Lab. The NYSDEC has granted more lenient management options to assist with the recycling of these wastes that include:   

· non-alkaline batteries (e.g.. Ni-Cd, mercury, lithium, nickel metal hydride, silver)

· fluorescent and other mercury-containing light bulbs

· mercury-containing thermostats


To avoid the potential of safety incidents or regulator findings, both science and support organization personnel who generate universal waste must take the steps necessary to ensure the proper handling of these materials. For additional information on hazardous and universal-waste management, go to:

· the SBMS subject area Hazardous Waste Management
· the EWMSD Web page How do I Manage This Waste
· your organization’s Environmental Compliance Representative.
When moving batteries or other universal waste on- or off-site, also refer to:

· the SBMS subject area on Transfer of Hazardous Material On-Site
· the SBMS subject area on Transportation of Hazardous Material Off-Site
· your organization’s Transportation Safety Department/Division Point of Contact 

For more information, contact: Steve Ferrone, Ext. 5531, ferrone@bnl.gov

The Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary is published by The ESH&Q Directorate.  Please forward your feedback on this issue to:





Jim Tarpinian, Assistant Laboratory Director, ext. 8370, � HYPERLINK "mailto:Tarpinian@bnl.gov" ��Tarpinian@bnl.gov�


Maria Beckman, editor, ext. 5483, � HYPERLINK "mailto:beckman@bnl.gov" ��beckman@bnl.gov�








Completion of Required Training:�Percentages for February 2004





Employees 97% 


Guests and Contractors 85% 





The percentage for completion of required training for employees remained the same as last month, while the figure for guests and contractors decreased by 1%.
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