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The purpose of this monthly summary is to inform managers and supervisors of selected current BNL environmental, safety, and health events. To help reinforce the Laboratory’s commitment to safety, please print out and share this information with your staff.

	SAFETY MILESTONES


The staff of the Physics Department held a celebration on April 8 for working more than 636 days without a lost-workday accident. Then, on April 29, the Procurement and Property Management Division also celebrated a one-year-without-lost-workdays anniversary. Con-gratulations to both organizations for such great safety records!  

	OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY


ORPS Report:  Motor Vehicle Strikes Apartment Building Causing Fire 
(CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-0006) 
April 10 – A serious accident causing significant damage to a building and minor damage to a car occurred when a new employee and his wife, who live in the BNL apartment area, decided to familiarize themselves with a recently purchased car in an apartment-area parking lot. Although the employee held a learner’s permit, neither was he licensed to drive the car, nor was there a licensed driver present, as required by law.  

While the car was parked and running, the employee was practicing with the gears when the car suddenly lurched over the curb and into an apartment building. The car struck the north side of the utility room, knocked over two hot-water heaters, and severed a propane line. Pilot lights caused a fire to ignite in the utility room, which spread toward the nearest apartment.

BNL Emergency Services quickly responded to the scene. The building’s apartments were de-energized, the propane isolated, and the fire extinguished. The driver and his wife were not injured, and other occupants of the building were not in at the time of the accident. The Safety and Health Services Division and the Safeguards & Security Division interviewed the driver and his wife, and a police report was filed. 

Information on on-site driving and traffic safety is being developed by the Quality of Life Steering Committee to help inform BNL’s visitors, facility-users, and guests, about their responsibilities regarding lawful on-site motor-vehicle operation.

For more information contact: Jeff Swenson, ext. 2525, swenson@bnl.gov. 

ORPS Report:  Concrete-encased Electrical Utility Conduit Struck 
(CH-BH-BNL-PE-2004-0002)
April 19 – A contract worker, while jack hammering a concrete floor in Building 480 as part of a demolition and renovation project, struck a live, 480-volt AC electrical conduit buried approximately one-half to three inches under the floor. The conduit was penetrated, but the jackhammer did not make contact with the electrical conductors, so the worker was not injured. Work stopped and the electrical utility was locked and tagged out of service.  

Preliminary results of the investigation revealed that all required permits were in place, and that a required utility search had been made. Radiofrequency toning and locating techniques performed in the area before work started were inadequate and did not reveal the conduit’s presence. However, the investigation uncovered that an electrical blueprint of the building dated October 1950, which showed four 2.5-inch conduits running through an area near to the work, had not made available during the utility search. Final findings of the investigation will appear in a future ESH Summary. This ORPS report was categorized as a “near miss,” since no barrier or, in this case, only one barrier prevented the event from having a reportable consequence.

For more information contact: Patti Bender, ext. 3145, bender@bnl.gov.

	TRAFFIC SAFETY


April Traffic Violations

Type of violation 
Violators’ employment status
Moving
  10
Employee
28 

Parking 
  29
Guest
13

Speeding
  13
Nonemployee
11

Total
    52
 
52
During April, moving violations increased compared to the previous month.  Failure to stop at a stop sign is the top reason that these violations are issued at BNL. 

Speeding violations increased compared to the previous month. On-site speeders in the month of April were caught driving at a high of 55 mph and a low of 42, with the average speeder doing 44 mph.

The number of citations issued to employees and guests increased in April. Both groups received the most tickets for parking violations, which are issued for parking in a no-parking zone, parking on a grassy area, and parking in the wrong direction. 

	RADIOLOGICAL SAFETY


Tritium Bioassay to Be Outsourced

With the closure of BNL’s Analytical Services Laboratory, Personnel Monitoring will use a private, certified laboratory to analyze urine samples for tritium, results which are needed when performing internal dose calculations. While the need for tritium bioassay has decreased since the High Flux Beam Reactor closed, some on-site work with tritium still occurs.

Before BNL can outsource this analysis, however, the U.S. Department of Energy requires that the Lab obtain reaccredidation. In the interim, since reaccredidation is expected to take six months, BNL will have Oak Ridge National Laboratory perform this analysis, under a memorandum of understanding, if necessary.

The Radiation Control Division (RCD) already reviews all work with dispersible radioactive materials to decide whether bioassay monitoring is required. As an additional administrative measure during the reaccredidation period, RCD is reviewing all ongoing and proposed work with tritium, such as draining tritiated water systems, to determine if the potential for internal exposure exists under accident conditions. If the potential exists for individual exposures of 50 mrem or greater, then additional work restrictions may be imposed or it may be suggested that the work be postponed until the tritium-bioassay protocol has been reaccredited. Bench-top work with small tritium sources, however, is not affected.  

For more information contact: your Facility Support Representative.

	ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE


All aspects of BNL’s Environmental Management System (EMS) will be audited during the week of June 7 through 11. Since the audit may involve every Directorate, Department, and Division, everyone is asked to know the following:

A. That BNL has an Environmental Stewardship Policy that is committed to cleaning up and protecting the environment.  

This policy is posted throughout the Lab and describes our commitments to pollution prevention, compliance, community involvement, cleanup, and continual improvement.


B. About your work and environmental

management:

1. How your work might impact the environment.

2. What you can do to prevent these environ-mental impacts, and how to respond in an emergency situation, such as calling 2222.

3. The consequences of noncompliance with environmental management requirements. 

4. How you can improve BNL’s environmental performance.

For more information contact: your EMS Representative and your Environmental Compliance Representative.




Completion of Required Training:�Percentages for April 2004





Employees: 97% 


Guests and Contractors: 83% 





The percentage for completion of required training for employees and for guests and contractors was unchanged from last month.





The Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary is published by The ESH&Q Directorate. Please forward your feedback on this issue to Jim Tarpinian, Assistant Laboratory Director, ext. 8370, � HYPERLINK "mailto:Tarpinian@bnl.gov" ��Tarpinian@bnl.gov�, or Maria Beckman, editor, ext. 5483, � HYPERLINK "mailto:beckman@bnl.gov" ��beckman@bnl.gov�
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