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Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary 

September 2004
The purpose of this monthly summary is to inform the Laboratory community of selected current BNL environmental, safety, and health events.
To help reinforce the Laboratory’s commitment to safety, please print out and share this information with your staff, visitors, and guests.
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	MAKING SAFETY PERSONAL


Healthfest: ‘Safety First on October 1st’

Healthfest Month 2004 will begin with a new offering: Safety First on the 1st, sponsored by the ESH&Q Directorate. On Friday, October 1st, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Lab community is invited to the BNL Firehouse, Bldg. 599, to see and participate in various safety activities. Features will include fire-extinguisher demos and a “smoke room,” bicycle-safety info, and workstation ergonomics and the new ergonomic evaluation room.

In addition, Safety First participants will be offered a chance to receive a personalized “This Is Why I Work Safely” badge. So bring a photo of a loved one or something cherished that can be cropped to about 1.5” x 1.5” square and laminated. The reverse side of this badge will contain emergency siren and contact information.

	OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY


ORPS Report CH-BH-BNL-AGS-2004-0003

CAD Technician Receives Hand Burn

August 11 — A technician, who was installing temperature sensors within a RHIC cryogenic cold box, received a second-degree burn to his right palm. This occurred as he was reaching out to support himself and his hand contacted piping that encloses the cold-box heater elements for a calorimeter that was incorrectly assumed to be disabled. After receiving first aid, the technician returned to work the next day, on one-day restricted duty.

This injury’s direct cause is that lock-out/tag-out had not been used to disable the power input to the calorimeter heater. The recently completed ORPS investigation identifies corrective actions at this and other similar locations at RHIC.

For more information, contact:  Ray Karol, Ext. 5272, or karol@bnl.gov.  

ORPS Report CH-BH-BNL-NSLS-2004-0002
NSLS Worker Receives Electric Shock
August 10 — A worker at the NSLS received an electric shock but was not injured when he contacted a surface energized at 300 volts direct current. The maximum available current from the power source was determined to be approximately 18 milliamps.

The shock occurred as the worker was using a wrench to remove a coupling nut to replace a water hose connected to an NSLS X-ray ring beam-line component. Before replacing the hose, the component’s faceplate had been removed by a beam-line staffer and the worker, both of whom were not aware that the component had an energized surface.

After receiving a medical evaluation, including an electrocardiogram, at the OMC, the worker was permitted to return to work.  

A determination of the causal factors and corrective actions has been conducted and is currently under review.

For more information, contact:  Bob Casey, Ext. 4654, or casey@bnl.gov.
‘Mouse’ Trap: Beware of Dangling Cords!

August 13 — A dangling mouse cord proved to be a tripping hazard when an employee, not realizing that the cord had wrapped loosely around her ankle, rose from her workstation to cross a room. Entangled, she fell, striking her head and arm. At the OMC, she was treated for a contusion to the head and an injured arm.

Since most of us use computers at work and home, please take the time to ensure that computer cords and cables do not pose a similar tripping hazard for you, your co-workers, or family members.

ORPS Report CH-BH-BNL-BNL-2004-0014

Update: Further Evaluation of the Contaminated Argon-Cylinder Incident
September 10 — An updated ORPS report on this incident, which was discussed in the August 2004 ESH Summary, has been issued. The following are excerpts from the report’s evaluation section:

· Following a visit to Welco, the supplier, BNL has concluded that the probability is very low that the cylinder become contaminated at Welco’s fill facility, but that the probability is high that the contamination occurred at one of Welco’s dozen customer sites.

· Welco took immediate action to contain the problem, including the recall and replacement of all Welco K-sized compressed-gas cylinders supplied to BNL. In addition, 100 percent of the replacement cylinders were tested for total hydrocarbon content and found acceptable, and certificates of analysis were provided with each shipment. This testing will continue until Welco implements process improvements to ensure that any contaminants will be detected beforehand.

· BNL will move from Welco-owned to BNL-owned K-sized compressed-gas cylinders. Since these cylinders will be used exclusively by the Lab, this will eliminate the possibility of contamination by another Welco customer. Because BNL has documented standards, policies, and procedures for the handling, storage, and use of compressed gas cylinders, the possibility of contamination by on-site processes is significantly reduced.

Once agreed to and implemented, all corrective and preventive actions will be verified for effectiveness. It is anticipated that final Occurrence Report will be issued by November 30.

For more information, contact:  Joe Labas, Ext.  3137, or labas@bnl.gov.


	 TRAFFIC SAFETY


August Traffic: Violations Remain Low For Second Consecutive Month!

During August, a total of only eight violations were issued, resulting in the second month of significant decreases in traffic violations. Congratulations to all for driving more safely!

Of the August violations, two were issued to employees, both for moving violations. There were no violations issued for speeding, which is also significant.
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Bar charts of the 2004 ticket citations showing trends by violation and employment status can be viewed at http://www.bnl.gov/ESHQ/ESH_summary.asp.
	Completion of Required Training:
Percentages for August 2004

Employees: 97% 

Guests and Contractors: 88%
Compared to last month, the percentage for completion of required training for employees remained the same, and increased by 1% for guests and contractors.



	Got a great safety slogan?
Submit it and it we’ll put it here!

Let’s make BNL the best —
Safer than all the rest!

— submitted by Maria Beckman

	The Environment, Safety, and Health Monthly Summary is published by the ESH&Q Directorate.  Please forward your feedback on this issue and direct suggestions for ES&H success stories to:

· Jim Tarpinian, Assistant Laboratory Director, Ext. 8370 or tarpinian@bnl.gov
· Maria Beckman, editor, Ext. 5483 or beckman@bnl.gov
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Type of Violation - CY2004

				Parking		Moving		Speeding

		January		17		20		20

		February		20		11		12

		March		21		4		11

		April		29		10		13

		May		12		3		21

		June		7		4		11

		July		3		2		3

		August		0		6		0
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Employment Status - CY2004

				Employees		Guests		NonEmployee

		January		31		16		10

		February		27		12		4

		March		16		11		9

		April		28		13		11

		May		25		8		3

		June		13		7		2

		July		3		5		0

		August		2		3		3
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July 2004
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		Employee		2		0		0
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