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“I believe it is the identification of love and compassion with the purity of the human spirit. Of course, emotions are another universal aspect of human nature; they allow us to connect from one to another, whether it be a flower or another human being, or even science. They provide the binding between us, and the world around us. Then, there is the rational being in us, which allows us to understand the physical world. We have, however, to accept the limitations of rational thought—for example, it’s inability to explain the feeling of love.”





 Judging from his responses, it seems Chaudhari views life from the vantage point of someone who can actually see the virtual forest through the trees.  He also sees the literal forest around BNL and intends on accelerating it’s clean up with a DOE initiative.





Here are Chaudhari’s answers to some “down to earth” questions:


J: What’s your favorite color?


C: Blue.


J: Any particular kind of blue?


C. The blue of the sky at about 15,000 feet when there’s no clouds or particles in the way. But, in a garden, no preference. I like all the colors.


J: What are you most afraid of?


C. Nothing.


J: Spiders? Death? Flying? War?


C: Nope.


J: Wow.


J: What would you purchase first if you won a million dollars?


C: Never thought of that.... probably buy something for my wife, like a piece of jewelry.


J: What are your hobbies or interests?


C: It’s very seasonal. In summer I like walking and I look forward to pick up sailing again when there’s more time. In the winter, it’s skiing, reading. Spring and summer I like working in the garden.  I’m a gardener. On weekends I go back to my home in Westchester to garden.


J: Favorite television show as a boy?


C: We didn’t have TV. I built model planes, and electronics, like radios and played with “mechanos,” which is the equivalent to ‘Legos.’ When I came to the U.S., I liked comedies, like the Smothers Brothers. I also liked The Man from U.N.C.L.E and Mission Impossible.


J: How much coffee do you drink in one day?


C: Two cups.


J: What’s your favorite food? 


C: I like food from most countries. I can think of special dishes from most countries that I enjoy. I haven’t had food I didn’t like.


J: Favorite dessert?


C: I judge a restaurant by the quality of the desserts. I just like desserts. Period.





And so far, we just like Praveen. Period.








If you happened to miss it, Dr. Praveen Chaudhari graced the cover of Newsday’s” Health & Discovery” section on June 24th.


You can also read more about his professional history on the BNL web page at: www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/Admin/chaudhari.html











Spotlight, Dr. Chaudhari cont. from pg. 1.
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“A WORLD OF THANKS”


ESOL Recognition Celebration 2003


On June 27, I had the pleasure of hosting an event to honor and celebrate students, instructors and all who support this growing ESOL program—to say “A World of Thanks” to all. On the tables of the Brookhaven Center South Room were white tablecloths dotted with candies saying, “A World of Thanks” on them and potted azaleas which would later be a “give-away.” The ESOL picture board sat proudly on an easel, depicting smiling students in class, on field trips, at parties, and preparing meals for the Cooking and Craft Club. 





As “Master of Ceremonies,” I began by welcoming everyone to the event and proceeded to give an overview of the ESOL Program and how it has developed.  I was pleased to report that there are now 10 classes and a large student base.  I also reminded the audience, which consisted of many native English speakers, how easy it is to take daily communications for granted and not realize how intimidating normal activities, like just going to the store, can be for those who aren’t yet comfortable with our difficult language.   





Then, I had the pleasure to introduce our new director, Dr. Praveen, who gave opening remarks and candidly shared his own experiences of coming to this country from India and the challenges he faced along the way. There was an interesting question and answer session that followed and all were impressed with his relaxed and open demeanor. 





Following this were remarks from Tom Sheridan, Deputy Director for Operations and Brian Sack, Assistant Director for Finance and Administration.  Both shared their thoughts on the ESOL Program and expressed its importance to our international community. Brian presented me with a present—an official BNL padfolio that will certainly come in handy—thank you Brian!





The opening remarks were followed by the distribution of Certificates of Appreciation to the ESOL instructors who consist of Patchogue-Medford Adult Literacy Consortium teacher Yonda Ashley (who wasn’t able to attend) and Literacy Volunteers of America tutors Helga Guthy, James Higgins, Samantha Lin, Deepali Mitra and Linda Satalino, who all received a loud round of applause for their dedication and efforts. 





After which, Certificates of Achievement were granted to students to congratulate their advancement in English.  After receiving the certificate, each student said a few words about the ESOL Program and how much it has helped them with daily interactions. The courage and confidence displayed by the women who spoke was very touching and incredible—many in the audience got “shivers” or felt a tear come to the eye. A person in the audience commented after one of the speeches, “She’s only been learning English for six months? My kids have been taking foreign language classes for years and aren’t that good!”  Everyone was duly impressed. It’s a testament to their dedication and to the patience of our instructors.





The event ended with a surprise song delivered by ESOL student Ying Chang who did a sweet rendition of Yesterday Once More by the Carpenters. Lastly, attendees had a chance to eat a delicious cake provided by FLIK that read, “A World of Thanks.”  It was a truly memorable event.








Happy Fourth of July!


 ~ Information about the holiday for our International Community ~





“The Hospitality group welcomed me and made me feel like part of a community”








“When I first came here, I was lonely and confused about what to do to not be bored. I started getting involved in Hospitality events and meetings and now I have another family!”











“They [Hospitality] are so nice and warm to newcomers. I recommend you join this group as soon as you come to BNL.”











The Fourth of July


The most patriotic holiday in the US is Independence Day or the Fourth of July (celebrated on that date whenever it falls, not as a Monday holiday). Americans remember that day in 1776 when the Declaration of Independence from Britain was adopted. With the passing of time, the US and England have become allies. Today, the holiday is a happy, friendly celebration.





Food, clothes, balloons, hats, and signs were decorated in red, white, and blue.  Stars and stripes from the US flag are everywhere. Friends and families gather for picnics. Hamburgers, hotdogs, watermelon, potato chips, and ice cream are the traditional meal. Almost every town—large and small—has a firework display after dark. Find where your closest (or largest) fireworks show will be, take a blanket to sit on, and prepare to join the crowd in saying, “Ohhhh” and “Ahhhh” after each display.  





Gift giving and cards are not a traditional part of the holiday.  Federal, state, and local government offices and many stores and businesses are closed.  Stores that sell hamburger meat, charcoal, and watermelon will stay open!





The Declaration of Independence


Here is the most famous part of the preamble (introduction) to the Declaration of Independence, with explanations for international readers:





“We hold these truths to be self-evident 1: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights 2; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of  3 happiness: that, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed  4; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends 5, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it 6, and to institute 7 new government, laying its foundation on such principles, 8 and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 9”





1: clearly true


2: God has given all people some rights that cannot be taken away


3: freedom to look for


4: to have these rights, the people establish a government and agree about its powers


5: if the government starts to prevent people from having these rights


6: change or get rid of


7: start


8: basing the new government on ideas


9: making rules so that safety and happiness are most likely














DRY CLEANING SERVICE AVAILABLE!





If you would like hassle-free dry cleaning brought right to your building, use our great dry cleaning service by Farmingville Cleaners!  


~ Pick ups and drop offs on 


Tuesdays and Fridays~





For delivery information, or to be included in the route, please call Christine Carter, Quality Of Life Office Supervisor, 


at extension 5090.





Liberty Bell ~ This large bell was rung in 1776 in Philadelphia after independence was declared. However, the bell wasn’t named the 


Liberty Bell 


until 1839—


in reference


to freedom


for slaves.


The Liberty


Bell is often 


shown with


a large crack.


The bell has


cracked often in its history—a good symbol for the fragility of liberty. 








I asked what languages he is fluent in. “I know, or rather, I used to know five Indian languages. I used to know German and could read French. Now, I’m probably only good in three languages: English, Hindi, and Punjabi— and sometimes not even so great in English,” he joked. He met his wife, Karin, in a place called the International Student House in Cambridge, MA while he was attending MIT.  They have two children: a son, Ashok and a daughter, Pia.





As a child, he aspired to three politicians—all freedom fighters for India: Mahatma Gandhi, Prime Minister Nehru, and Netaji Bose.  I could see the strong influence these focused men had on Chaudhari as the interview continued.





He was appointed as Director of BNL and started officially on April 1st of this year.  I asked him what challenges he anticipates, and with savoir-faire he responded, “How do you take something that’s already good and make it better? That’s the challenge.”  He continued by saying “I would like [BNL] to become as efficient as we can internally and grow science with quality.” His impression of us? “The people here are uniformly warm and friendly. I have begun to understand that BNL is a community and the people look after each other.”  I asked what his schedule was like and he replied, “sometimes, from 7: a.m. to 10 p.m.: learning, learning, learning. Making decisions while learning.”











HIGHLIGHT: JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH—


SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS ON NEW ICE CREAM TRUCK !
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The Hospitality Committee Welcomes You





Dr. Praveen Chaudhari





The Ice Cream Truck





Is Here!

















Look for the Ice Cream Truck on


Mondays & Thursdays


after 6:00 pm 


Purchase your favorite





SoftServe & Good Humor Ice creams!


They will travel around the


Apartment Area & to the Ball Fields


Enjoy!
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I scream,


you scream, we all scream for 


ICE CREAM!!!
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Learn Japanese!


Kyoko Sugihara lives on site and enjoys teaching Japanese words and phrases in her


Japanese ~ English Exchange Group.  Here’s her Japanese lesson for the month:





“Ganbare”





In Japanese, when we meet someone who gets depressed or gets tense trying to do something new, we usually encourage them using this word: “Ganbare.” It means, “Keep your chin up,”  “Come on,” or “Pull yourself together.” Maybe it is too severe for someone who is totally upset. I think this saying comes from our culture, which regards a tenacious spirit as very important. If we didn’t have this spirit, the Japanese couldn’t make Japan's postwar rehabilitation.





“Ganbare! Nippon!” (Nippon means Japan)





IF YOU’D LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT THE JAPANESE ~ ENGLISH EXCHANGE GROUP 


EMAIL KYOKO AT kyo@teesit.com
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U.S. SYMBOLS





The Flag ~ The 13 red and white stripes on the U.S. flag stand for each of the original 13 colonies. The 50 stars on the blue field each stand for one state.





Official Seal ~ Notice the seal on a dollar bill. The bald eagle, the official 


symbol of the U.S. is 


holding spears in


one claw and an


olive branch of peace 


in the other.  There is 


the unfinished pyramid, 


standing for our unfinish-


ed work. Over it is God’s


eye watching over the 


country.  The Latin phras-


es mean, “From many, 


one;” God has smiled on 


our attempt;” and “A new 


order for the ages.”





Pledge of Allegiance ~ Here are the 


words to the Pledge of Allegiance that many American children recite every day in school:





I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands—one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.





Star Spangled Banner ~ The U.S. may have the most “un-singable” national anthem in the world!  You need a huge vocal range to sing it properly. Plus a good memory.  It was written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key who was inspired by the sight of a 30 x 34 foot American flag flying at  Fort McHenry, proving that the British had not captured Baltimore in the War of 1812.  Here are the words (to the first verse—there are three more!)





Oh, say can you see


By the dawn’s early light,


What so proudly we hailed


At the twilight’s last gleaming?





Whose broad stripes and 


 bright stars,


Through the perilous fight,


O’er the ramparts we watched,


Were so gallantly streaming?





And the rockets’ red glare,


The bombs bursting in air,


Gave proof through the night


That our flag was still there.





O, say does that Star-spangled


Banner yet wave


O’er the land of the free


And the home of the brave?





BNL Director Dr. Praveen Chaudhari delivered the opening remarks at the ESOL Recognition Celebration held at Brookhaven Center.
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BNL SUMMER CAMP SWEETIES!


For information about the Summer Camp, please call Christine Carter at extension 5090.
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Community Spotlight: 


BNL Director 


Dr. Praveen Chaudhari


by Jennifer Lynch





Though meeting the director of a national laboratory might sound intimidating, I was pleasantly surprised to find out just how approachable, insightful, and personable our new Director is.  I recently had the opportunity to interview Dr. Praveen Chaudhari for the Community News and he shared many interesting things about himself that showed just how human he is.  





Chaudhari, originally from Punjab, India, is a comfortable combination of striking intelligence, modesty, and diplomacy.  He is also amazingly calm for someone who is 
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QUALITY OF LIFE OFFICE ENHANCEMENTS





FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOSPITALITY EVENTS  or TO GET INVOLVED CONTACT MONIQUE DE LA BEIJ AT 399-7656 OR EMAIL mdelabey@optonline.net








To the students, instructors and supporters of ESOL.   Sincerely,
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BNL Community


Events Calendar


BERA Recreation: 


July 21 Yankees vs. Toronto Blue Jays - $25 for bus & ticket. Bus leaves Brookhaven Center at 4:00 p.m. SOLD OUT!


August 8 Yankees vs. Seattle Mariners  $55 for Loge Box Seating ticket and bus ride.


August 16- Ellis Island & Statue of Liberty. $39 for adults and $36 for children over 5. Price includes bus, all admissions, ferry, tour guide.


September 2 US Open (Tennis.) $62 for bus & ticket.


September 12 Yankees vs. Tampa Bay Devil Rays. $55 for Loge Box seating ticket and bus ride. Bus leaves at 4:00 p.m. from Brookhaven Center. 


Ongoing  


~Open Chess Night at the Recreation Hall on Wednesdays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Bring an opponent or meet new players!





~BNL on site shuttle service.  Call extension 2714 to go anywhere 	on site!


~Shopping Bus to the Southport Shopping Center in Shirley on Wednesday evenings & Saturday mornings. Call extension 2535 for more information.


~Family Swim Nights, Fridays at the pool.  5:30-8:30 $5.00 per family.


Hospitality: See page 5.


English for Speakers of Other Languages:


Ongoing


~ ESOL Classes daily at 9:30 a.m. and Tuesday and Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. Contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894 for more information and visit the ESOL Web page at www.bnl.gov/esol/. 


~ Language Interchange Program. A language “exchange” – practice another language with a native speaker! Contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894 for details.


~ Japanese~English Conversation Exchange. Please contact Kyoko at kyo@teesit.com for more details.


For more events go to The Bulletin’s Web page at: www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/bulletin.html and click on “Weekly Calendar.”
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1: ESOL Supporter Joan Lu; 2: Indranil Mitra 3: ESOL student Ying Chang; 4: Nao Taketani; 5: tutor Helga Guthy; 6: ESOL student Meirong Wang; 7: ESOL supporter and offsite tutor Joe O’ Conor; 8: ESOL student and Hospitality member Hanna Herman;  9: ESOL student Lingyan Zhou; 10: Assistant Director for Finance & Administration Brian Sack; 11: tutor Deepali Mitra; 12: tutor Linda Satalino; 13: ESOL student Kati Petreczky, 14: tutor James Higgins; 15: student Kyoko Sugihara; 16: ESOL student Ikuko Nemoto; 17: ESOL Program Coordinator Jennifer Lynch; 18: Deputy Director of Operations Tom Sheridan; 19: ESOL student Elizabeth Guzman; 20: ESOL student Mida Song; 21: ESOL student Giusseppe Camarda; 22: ESOL student Jean Jakoncic, 23: ESOL student Rongmei Jai, 24: tutor Samantha Lin, 


25: former ESOL student Neiza Hernandez. 
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ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES











“The people here are uniformly warm and friendly.”





“I would like [BNL] to become as efficient as we can internally and continue to grow science with quality“"





Though he holds over twenty patents; is one of the creators of an “amorphous magnetic material” that lead to the creation of what’s known to us as the “read write compact disc;” belongs to numerous professional committees; is the former executive secretary of President Regan’s Advisory Council on Superconductivity; was recently elected to the National Academy of Sciences; and just prior to his appointment here, served as Vice President of Science for IBM; among many other accomplishments, he says he does not consider himself to be “special” or “unique.”





“There’s nothing unique about me. Every quality I can think of in myself, someone else has it also. It is difficult to see yourself and know what is unique; others can see it.” I found a quote from Gandhi, which echoed Chaudhari’s sentiments: “It is good to see ourselves as others see us. Try as we may, we are never able to know ourselves fully as we are.”  





I could see this wasn’t going to be an ordinary interview. I countered with, “But the sum total of my experiences has created me and my perspective is unique because of them.” I didn’t want to let go of the idea of my own “unique-ness” but we compromised by agreeing that how one expresses oneself and our physical makeup are unique. Our conversation waxed more philosophical and theosophical...





“As physical scientists, we focus on understanding the tangible world of matter in the universe. Others focus on human behavior and yet others on beliefs and myths. A common denominator in all our searches is the human spirit; it provides the drive and determines our actions. If this is true, then we must explore the human spirit. How pure can it be?  How does the pure spirit manifest itself in action? Being trained as a scientist, I did some literature searches to find some universal values or attributes.  I read almost all the religious textbooks: the Koran, Upanishads, Old and New Testaments, Taoist texts, and the Buddha's Dhampada. My focus was not on the rich rituals or the cultural heritage, but rather on some universality.”





“Did you find it?” I asked expectantly.  


    				(continued on last page.)








JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH!!!!
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This page taken with permission from the Interchange Institute’s Newcomer’s Almanac.





Individuals numbered for identification in photograph.





�





FARMERS’ MARKET EVERY WEDNESDAY





Yummy homemade pies, muffins, cookies, cakes, and freshly baked breads, crafts, flowers – in pots and hanging baskets, 


fresh fruit and vegetables.





Come and Get It!




















11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.





At Berkner Hall
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consumed with such a large task and a packed schedule—often from early morning until evening. He says he “looks forward to actually walking to Berkner Hall for lunch” as his lunches are usually spent working in his office or in meetings.





He came to America in 1961 and says he suffered no culture shock since he was going from one university to another and wasn’t exposed to the outside world.  








LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 


FUN TO DO?





Get discounted tickets for:





SPLISH SPLASH  


(Water Park) 


&


GREAT ADVENTURE 


(Theme Park with roller coaster rides!)





AT THE BERA STORE! 
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11:00—1:30 at Berkner Hall Parking Lot





UPCOMING HOSPITALITY EVENTS:





BUS TRIP TO MANHATTAN, Saturday, July 19TH. Leaving 9:00 a.m. from the Recreation Building, returning from Manhattan at 6:00 p.m. Make reservations online at haniaherman@yahoo.com or by phone at 344-1059. Bus trip is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children ages 2-12.  





BUS TRIP TO THE BRONX ZOO, SEPTEMBER 14TH. Call Monique de la Beij at 399-7656 for more information.


ONGOING HOSPITALITY EVENTS: 


Welcome Newcomers and everyone in the BNL community!  Weekly Hospitality tea/coffee meetings, Tuesdays from 10:00-12:00 now at the Gazebo in the Apartment Area. (weather permitting) Open to All! Call Hanna Herman at 344-1059 or Monique de la Beij at 399-7656 for more information.





Cooking and Craft Club. Meets every other Monday now meeting in members’ apartments, 11:00 a.m. For schedule email meirong2002us@yahoo.com 
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