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The Hospitality Committee invites everyone in the 

Brookhaven National Laboratory community to enjoy a 

Sunset Cruise across Long Island Sound. 

 

 

The ship leaves Port Jefferson at 6:00 p.m. an

d cruises 

across the Long Island Sound to Bridgeport, 

Connecticut and returns to Port Jefferson at 9:00 p.m.

 

 

The cost is $11 for adults, $7 for children (ages 6

-

12), 

and free for children under 6.  

Tickets will be purchased 

on board the ship.

  Cash is pre

ferred.  To receive these 

special rates, please meet us at 5:30 p.m. on the pier, 

before boarding the ship, to receive your nametag which 

identifies you with BNL.
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Dear Editor: Please write us a list of “taboo
topics” that we should avoid when talking
with Americans.

Americans tend to think of themselves as
very open and willing to talk about anything,
This s part of their self-image of honesty
and directness. But there are topics that feel
too intimate to many Americans, o | think
you are right to ask this question. Here are
afew trouble spots:

+ “How old are you?” This question is OK
only if the person is clearly younger than 21
or older than about 90! Remember that in
the US, youth is highly valued: respect for
older people is not so obvious. So if you
have to guess someone’s age, guess low!
In the US, unless someone is very dilferent
from you in age (say, 20 years or more)
your social relationship with that person will
not be very influenced by age. For example,
I'am “50-somelhing” (see — | won't even
tell you!). | am on a commilee with two
other women. One is 30-something, the
other a lttle older than | am. | do not think
there is a hierarchy among us that is age-
based.

+ “How much did you pay for that?” This
may surprise you, since it seems so many
Americans are so gracelessly focused on
money — how to get more, who wil pay for
whal, elc. But it is better Lo let them tell you
than for you to ask. Never ask how much
money an American eams, o how much a
house or car cost. For less expensive
things, you could say, “I've been looking
around for the best price for one of those —
I saw one advertised for $29 — do you
think that's a good price?”

+ “What religion are you?” This question
surprise many Americans, because it is
usually not asked so directly. You might find
this odd, as the US is such a religious

country. But because some religious groups
have been discriminated against, a first
American reaction might be one of
suspicion — “Why do you want to know??"
However, it you have gotten to know

someone fairly well, it would be fine to say,
“I am very interested in religion in American.
Would you be willing to answer some
questions for me?" | think most Americans
will then be happy to discuss religion in
general and, perhaps, their own religion.

+ “Your [nose is so straight] or
[shoulders are so broad] or [hair is so
curly).” Even if you mean lo be saying
something nice about how someane looks,
comments about physical appearance will
feel quite personal to Americans, especially
to someone of the opposite sex. And be
careful — what you think is a compliment
may not feel that way to them

+ “That politician is really [great] or
[awfull, isn't he?” Americans may not talk
about politics as much as you expect. This
is part of their not wanting to be
confrontative about ideas. That is,
Americans tend not to want o get in a
discussion where people disagree with
each other. You may feel that talking about
ideas and political issues is not very
personal. But Americans tend to feel very
connected 1o their ideas — if you disagree
with their political views, it will feel lie a

criticism of them.

And what if someone asks you a question
that you think is too intimate? Try this: Smile
and say, “I's so interesting to me that you
would ask that because, you know, in my
country, we don't ask questions about
[agesreligion/politics/whatever] to someone
we do not know well." It you're lucky, you
can change the subject to talk about
cultural differences. Or... the weather
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INTERESTING VIDEOS ABOUT RELOCATING TO THE U.S.
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Check out the updated ESOL Web page at www.bnl.gov/esol/!





The Anniversary Issue ~ Celebrating One Year of “CN”





New Interest Exchange Board in the Recreation Building! (Post a hobby you’d like to share/learn on the bulletin board, located on the left wall when you come in.)
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bnl.gov/esol/images/DSC00053.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





For tickets or more information, please contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:lynch@bnl.gov" ��lynch@bnl.gov�. 


This trip is sponsored by the English for Speakers of Other Languages Program.








"Everything's "Just Peachy!"  Students made a peach "assembly line" and worked great together! Left to right: Lingyan  Zhou, Keiko Hirano, Rongmei, and Gigi Wang.








Sarah Shanti (far right) taught an introductory African dance lesson in the Recreation building, sponsored by ESOL. L to R: Hospitality member Miriam Roundou; ESOL students Paula Damazio, Elizabeth Guzman, Qi Wang, and Lingyan; Hospitality member Simone Oppenheimer, ESOL tutor Samantha Lin and Dance teacher Sarah Shanti.


























 Some Interesting (and Strange) Facts...





"Dreamt" is the only English word that ends in the letters "mt".





Almonds are a member of the peach family.





There are only four words in the English language which end in "dous": tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous.





A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.





Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur.





The giant squid has the largest eyes in the world.





"Stewardesses" is the longest word that is typed with only the left hand.





There are 336 dimples on a regulation golf ball.





The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pocket.





A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours. 


There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar.





A shrimp's heart is in its head.





It is impossible for most people to lick their own elbow. (try it!)





Some lipsticks contain fish scales. (ew!)














The Hospitality Committee Welcomes You!





Learn Japanese!


Kyoko Sugihara lives on site and enjoys teaching Japanese words and phrases in her


Japanese ~ English Exchange Group.  Here’s her Japanese lesson for the month:





“Doumo-Arigatou-Gozaimasu”





In Japanese, there are several ways of saying, “Thank you.” The most polite expression of thanks is: “Doumo-Arigatou-Gozaimasu.” You should use this expression for older people, customers and your boss. Needless to say, you could use this expression when you want to really express your hearty thanks. The next polite way is to say, “Arigatou-Gozaimasu.” You could use this phrase for your friends, colleagues, and parents. This phrase does have a polite meaning, so if you use this phrase for your friends, it means want to express your thanks. The most frequently used phrase is “Arigato.” You could use this phrase for a small act of kindness. The last phrase is, “Doumo.” This phrase has a slight meaning of thanks, but it sounds like a greeting. So, you could use “Doumo” instead of “Hi” or “Hello.” But in this case, you should know that you leave a somewhat poor impression— like a young or immature person.   





IF YOU’D LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT THE JAPANESE ~ ENGLISH EXCHANGE GROUP 


EMAIL KYOKO AT kyo@teesit.com














�
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Clips from the...





BUS LEAVES FROM THE RECREATION BUILDING  (#317) AT 1:00 PM AND RETURNS BY 6:00 PM








These clips are reprinted with permission from Newcomer’s Almanac, a great resource for international visitors to the U.S. 


If you would like to receive a copy of the Newcomer’s Almanac, please contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894.
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New ESOL Beginner Class, Thursdays at 9:30 am!





~ Credit cards will soon be accepted at the BERA store!  (Located in Berkner Hall)














~ School Supply Drive through the month of August to help underprivileged children on LI. Call Christine Carter for more information at ext. 5090
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LIKE MOVIES?


LIKE AIRPLANES OR HELICOPTERS? 


LIKE EXTREME SPORTS? LIKE MARS? 


LIKE CHEAP BUS TRIPS? 








THEN COME TO THE CRADLE OF AVIATION ON


AUGUST 23! 





$20.00/ADULT, $15.00/CHILDREN 2-14 INCLUDES 1) IMAX MOVIE “EXTREME”


(4 STORIES HIGH, INCREDIBLE SOUND SYSTEM), 2) ENTRANCE INTO THE MUSEUM


OF AVIATION (WITH AIRPLANES AND HELICOPTERS THROUGHOUT HISTORY), AND


3) A VIRTUAL REALITY TRIP TO MARS! 4) TRANSPORTATION (school bus), WHICH AMOUNTS TO LESS THAN $4.00!!!















































“IMAX® films take the entire movie-going experience to a new level. Images completely surround the viewer on a five story tall IMAX dome screen. The image wraps totally in front of, around and behind the viewer so that you feel like you are actually in the picture. In addition, the 15,000-watt sound system also surrounds the audience in a total sight and sound experience. Each film frame is ten times as large as 35mm filmmaking.


 It is the largest film projection system in the world.” – www.cradleofaviation.org/
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BNL Community


Events Calendar


BERA Recreation: 


September 2 US Open (Tennis.) $62 for bus & ticket.


September 12 Yankees vs. Tampa Bay Devil Rays. $55 for Loge Box seating ticket and bus ride. Bus leaves at 4:00 p.m. from Brookhaven Center. 


September 14 Lincoln Center Art Show. 400 displays of Quality Crafts. $10 per person. Bus leaves BNL 10:00 a.m. Departs NYC 5:00 p.m. Purchase tickets at the BERA store.


September 27 Trip to the Storm King Art Center and Sculpture Park $12 per person. Great chance to see beautiful fall foliage in the Hudson River Valley! Bus leaves BNL at 10:00 a.m. Departs Storm King at 4:00 p.m. Purchase tickets at the BERA store. Call Christine Carter extension 5090 for more information.


Ongoing  


~Open Chess Night at the Recreation Hall on Wednesdays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Bring an opponent or meet new players!





~BNL on site shuttle service.  Call extension 2714 to go anywhere on site!


~Shopping Bus to the Southport Shopping Center in Shirley on Wednesday evenings & Saturday mornings. Call extension 2535 for more information.


~Family Swim Nights, Fridays at the pool.  5:30-8:30 $5.00 per family.


Hospitality: 


August 13 Port Jefferson Ferry “Sunset Cruise.” See page 4.


Ongoing


~ Hospitality Coffee Greeting meeting. Every Tuesday, from 11-12:30 in the Apartment area at the picnic tables. Meetings will be held in the Recreation  Building (#317) starting on September 2.


English for Speakers of Other Languages: 


August 23  Bus Trip to the Cradle of Aviation. See page 5.


August 25 7:00 p.m. ESOL free movie night.  Berkner Hall Auditorium. Movie is “Ice Age.”  Rated PG.


Ongoing


~ ESOL classes held daily. Contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894 for more information and visit the ESOL Web page at www.bnl.gov/esol/. 


~ Language Interchange Program. A language “exchange” – practice another language with a native speaker! Contact Jennifer Lynch at extension 4894 for details.


For more events go to The Bulletin’s Web page at: www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/bulletin.html 








“F.E.W.” 


CONNECTS MANY


SISTERS UNITE IN CHICAGO


by Nicole Trent





During a Conference of Federally Employed Women (F.E.W.) in Chicago, I had the pleasure of meeting some wonderful women that work right here at BNL.  I think that it’s ironic how we had to go all the way to Chicago to meet and become friends.  





I knew one of the young ladies. Her name is Adrienne De board.  She was very hospitable towards me.  We had a good time talking about the old times and how we have come so far in our long, burden-filled journeys.  We have persevered and are striving forward. We laughed some good laughs that lasted into the wee hours of the night.





I also had the pleasure of meeting Corrine, Kathleen, and Maureen—these were my hanging buddies.  We also had a good time laughing and shooting the breeze. These women were so friendly towards me. I told them that I hardly meet people like myself, who are outgoing, extroverted, and just plain old friendly.  We had a good time celebrating Maureen’s birthday, “Happy Birthday Maureen Again”.  





The trip itself was very rewarding for me.  I will never forget this experience as long as I live. It was uplifting, enlightening, encouraging, and motivating.  I believe I was predestined to attend this conference.  How else was I going to find my beautiful long lost BNL sisters?  :)  





We now meet once a month to have lunch and we email each other to stay in touch.  My sisters have inspired me to follow my dreams and since I’ve returned from the conference, I have done just that. I am thankful for the sisters I never knew I had and I’ll never forget them.








"We're cooking for a good cause!" Left to right: Gigi Wang, Lisa Yang, Paula Damazio, Brookhaven Nutrition Manager Nancy Garcia, Rongmei Jia, Lingyan Zhou, ESOL Program Coordinator Jennifer Lynch, Elizabeth Guzman, Hyun Ja, and Keiko Hirano.
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THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


WANTS YOU!





Here’s your chance to get published in the CN!  Send in stories, recipes, informative web links, or anything you think would be interesting to someone else here at the Lab.  You can send an article about a variety of topics. 





Here are some ideas: what it was like to visit a particular country, cultural differences you’ve encountered, how you celebrate a particular traditional holiday from your nationality/culture, language miscommunications, interesting places you’ve visited in the area, or something you’ve enjoyed doing at the Lab.





If you are interested in writing something, but would like assistance in formulating your thoughts, contact Jennifer Lynch and she will help to generate ideas at extension 4894.





Even emailed artwork and photography 


are being accepted!
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ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES











Jennifer Lynch, producer and editor of the CN





A couple of weeks ago, someone asked me, “So, how long have you been doing the Community News?” I thought for a moment, and suddenly it dawned on me that it was going to be one whole year in August!  I was surprised at the realization, and also felt a sense of pride and accomplishment.  





I initiated the Community News in August of 2002 because I saw a need for another venue of communication with our international community that would be personal, informative, and lively. The Community News is primarily targeted to the “temporary” Lab audience who will be going back to their home countries/towns one day, to spouses of scientists, to apartment/dorm residents, and to those offsite who often lose contact with Lab happenings.  I have found, though, that a large portion of the Community News readership does include permanent Lab employees.





Since then, the “CN,”as I’ve come to refer to it, has     certainly become a “labor of love.”  It takes a lot of work and planning, but there are so many things happening and so many interesting people here, that I am never at a “loss for words.”  Many of you have made contributions to the newsletter, which is greatly appreciated. This month, Nicole Trent sent in a piece about her bonding experience at the recent F.E.W. Conference in Chicago (pg. 6). Kyoko Sugihara regularly sends in her educational “Learn Japanese” column, which can also be found on page six. I have had the pleasure of interviewing many people at the Lab and happily shared their stories with all of you in the “Community Spotlight” that often appears on the front page.  








Last month’s Spotlight was on our director, Dr. Praveen Chaudhari. Interviewing Chaudhari was an honor and was a great feature. Many of you expressed your pleasure in learning about his views, hobbies, and plans for the Lab.  





The CN has evolved in terms of design, content, and production.  I’ve learned a lot from producing the newsletter and many of you are requesting copies of it.  In the near future, the CN will change to an all black and white format, rather than the front page in color, to lessen the cost so that a greater number of copies can be printed.





I look forward to increasing the distribution and hearing from anyone interested in contributing to the CN. 





Please contact me if you have any ideas or submissions that you would like included in the CN, if you or someone you know would be a good candidate for a “Spotlight” interview, or if you would like to receive hard copies of the newsletter.


                                   Best,





�





�





�
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Directions: Drive north on William Floyd Parkway to 25A.  Turn west and drive to Route 112. Turn north and follow the signs to Port Jefferson, about a 25-minute drive. Ferry lot parking is free for cars with a Brookhaven town sticker and there is a large public lot behind the shops west of Main Street (112).  Ship boarding begins at 5:45.





There are no advance ticket sales. Purchase your tickets on board at special BNL discount rates.   Simply ask for the BNL "Senior rate" of $11.00 for adults and $7.00 for children 6-12. 


Children under 6 cruise FREE!








See you on board!











“Cheese!” Helga’s Flag Day party was a lot of fun!
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Wednesday, August 13, 2003


6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.








�





ESOL tutor Helga Guthy putting out dessert for her party.
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ESOL Students Volunteer at the onsite 


American Red Cross  “Brookhaven Nutrition Program”





�





Pack a picnic dinner (no alcohol) or buy snacks and drinks on board.  Enjoy the lively Reggae music of King Wellington—a great band!  


We look forward to seeing you there! 


Contact The Quality of Life Office on ext. 5090 with any questions.








SPANISH CLASSICAL 


AND FLAMENCO CONCERT


This concert is partly funded by the NY State Arts Council and sponsored 


by the Brookhaven Employees Recreation Association (BERA)	





The Hispanic Heritage Club presents...





Encuentro Flamenco by


“SOL Y SOMBRA”


Featuring Guest Artist - Classical Indian Dancer, Arti Datta





Sunday, October 12, 2003 3:00 – 6:00 PM


Berkner Hall


   


Purchase tickets early – limited seating





Adults - $10.00


Children – (under 10) - $5.00





Tickets may be purchased at the


BERA Sales Office, 9am to 3pm, Monday


through Friday, beginning July 14, 2003.





The concert entitled “Encuentro Flamenco” will explore the fascinating roots of Flamenco in the Indian, Arabic, Latin American and Spanish music and dance traditions.





If you need information on the day of the concert,


 please call (631) 344-3547 after 4:00PM
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