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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background:

The primary purpose of a routine environmental monitoring program, accord-
ing to Department of Energy (DOE) DOE Order 5484.1 (1), is to determine
whether:

1) facility operations, waste treatment, and control systems have
functioned as designed and planned from the standpoint of containment
of radioactivity, and

2) the applicable environmental radiation and radioactivity standards
and effluent control requirements have been met.

Brookhaven National Laboratory's (BNL) environmental monitoring program
is designed and developed to accomplish these two primary objectives. While
this annual report generally follows the recommendations given in DOE/EP-0023,
"A Guide for Environmental Radiological Surveillance at U.S. DOE Installations'
(2), considerable latitude has been exercised in tailoring the suggested scope
and methodology to meet the BNL site-specific environmental monitoring needs.
The Laboratory's environmental surveillance program also includes the sampling
and analysis of nonradiological pollutants, such as heavy metals and organics.
These latter aspects reflect the widespread local concern about environmental
quality, particularly with regard to the preservation of the purity of the
aquifer underlying Long Island (3].

1.2 Site Characteristics:

Brookhaven National Laboratory is a multidisciplinary scientific research
center. It is situated close to the geographical center of Suffolk County on
Long Island, about 97 km east of New York City. Its location with regard to
surrounding communities is shown in Figure 1. About 1.29 million people live in
Suffolk County (4) and about 0.37 million people in Brookhaven Township, within
which the Laboratory is situated. The principal nearby population centers are
located in shoreline communities. Table 1 gives the resident population distri-
bution within 80 km of the BNL site. Though much of the land area within a 16
km radius is either forested or under cultivation, there has been some develop-
ment of suburban housing in proximity to the Laboratory during the last decade.

The Laboratory site is shown in Figure 2. It consists of some 2130 hect-
ares (ha), most of which is wooded, except for a developed area of about 655 ha.
The site terrain is gently rolling, with elevations varying between 36.6 and
13.3 m above sea level. The land lies on the western rim of the shallow Peconic
River watershed, with a principal tributary of the river rising in marshy areas
in the northern and eastern sections of the site.

In terms of meteorology, the Laboratory can be characterized as a well-
ventilated site. In common with most of the eastern seaboard, its prevailing
ground level winds are from the southwest during the summer, from the northwest
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Figure 2. Location of emission points and monitoring stations.
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during the winter, and about equally from these two directions during the spring
and fall (5).

Studies of Long Island hydrology and geology (6—8] in the vicinity of the
Laboratory indicate that the uppermost Pleistocene deposits, which are between
31-61 m thick, are generally sandy and highly permeable. Water penetrates them
readily and there is little direct run-off into surface streams, except during
periods of intense precipitation. The annual total for 1982 was 123 cm, equiva-
lent to the average annual precipitation of 122 cm. About half of this precipi-
tation is lost to the atmosphere through evapotranspiration and the other half
percolates to recharge groundwater. The groundwater in the vicinity of the Labo-
ratory moves predominantly in a horizontal direction to the Great South Bay (6).
This is influenced toward a more easterly direction in the Peconic River
watershed portions of the site. The estimated rate of movement at the groundwa-
ter surface is about 16.2 cm d™1 (6).

1.3 Existing Facilities:

A wide variety of scientific programs are conducted at Brookhaven,
including research and development in the following areas:

1) the fundamental structure and properties of matter,

2) the interactions of radiation, particles and atoms with other atoms
and molecules,

3) the physical, chemical and biological effects of radiation, and of
other energy-related environmental pollutants,

4) the production of special radionuclides and their medical
applications,

5) energy and nuclear related technology,

6) the assessment of energy sources, transmission and uses, including
their environmental and health effects.

Among the major scientific facilities operated at the Laboratory to carry
out the above programs are:

1) the High Flux Beam Reactor (HFBR) which is fueled with enriched urani-
um, moderated and cooled by heavy water, and which formally operated
at a routine power level of 40 MW(th, th = thermal). Modifications
to the primary water cooling system were made to allow the power
level to be raised to 60 MW(th), and operation at this level
commenced in September 1982,

2) the Medical Research Reactor (MRR), an integral part of the Medical
Research Center (MRC), is fueled with enriched uranium, moderated and
cooled by natural water, and is operated intermittently at power lev-
els up to 3 MW(th),



3) the Alternating Gradient Synchrotron (AGS), a proton accelerator
which operates at energies up to 33 GeV, is used for high energy
research,

4) the 200 MeV Proton Linac, which serves as an injector for the AGS,
also supplies a continuous beam of protons for radionuclide produc-
tion by spallation reactions in the Brookhaven Linac Isotopes Produc-
tion Facility (BLIF) and in the Chemistry Linac Irradiation Facility
(CLIF),

5) the Tandem Van de Graaff, Vertical Accelerator and Chemistry Van de
Graaff, which are used in medium energy physics investigations, as
well as for special nuclide production,

6) the National Synchrotron Light Source which utilizes a linear acceler-
ator and booster synchrotron as an injection system for two electron
storage rings operating at energies of 700 MeV vacuum ultraviolet
(VUV) and 2.5 GeV (x-ray) is used for VUV spectroscopy and for x-ray
diffraction studies.

7) The Colliding Beam Accelerator (CBA), currently under construction,
will utilize two opposed proton beams of 400 GeV to make available ef-
fective energies up to 800 GeV to facilitate advanced studies in high
energy physics. It is anticipated that it will be operational
sometime in the late 1980's.

Additional programs involving irradiations and/or the use of
radionuclides for scientific investigations are carried on at other Laboratory
facilities including those at the Medical Research Center, the Biology Depart-
ment, the Chemistry Department, and the Department of Energy and Environment
(DEE). At the Hot Laboratory, special purpose radionuclides are developed and
processed for on- and off-site use under the joint auspices of the DEE and the
Medical Department. This facility also contains a radioactive waste treatment
center, which includes an evaporator for volume reduction of liquid wastes.

Most of the airborne radioactive effluents at Brookhaven originate from
the HFBR, BLIF and the research Van de Graaff, with lesser contributions from
the Chemistry and Medical Research Centers. The first two also produce signifi-
cant fractions of the Laboratory's liquid radioactive wastes, with additional
smaller contributions originating from the Medical Research Center, the Hot Labo-
ratory complex, as well as from decontamination and laundry operations. Current
environmental monitoring programs are being enhanced so as to permit the evalua-
tion and impact of non-radiological pollutants being released to the environ-
ment.

2.0 SUMMARY

The environmental levels of radioactivity and other pollutants found in
the vicinity of BNL during 1982 are summarized in this report. As an aid in the
interpretation of the data, the amounts of radiocactivity and other pollutants
released in airborne and liquid effluents from Laboratory facilities to the



environment are also indicated. The envirommental data includes external radia-
tion levels; radioactive air particulates; tritium concentrations; the amounts
and concentrations of radiocactivity in and the water quality of the stream into
which liquid effluents are released; the concentrations of radioactivity in

biota from the stream; the ccncentrations of radiocactivity in and the water qual-
ity of ground waters underlying the Laboratory; and concentrations of
radioactivity in milk samples obtained in the vicinity of the Laboratory.

External Radiation:

At the perimeter environmental monitoring stations P-2 and P-4, the an-
nual dose—equivalent rates due to skyshine (scattered neutron radiation) were
about 1.23 mrem a~l and 3.51 mrem a‘l, respectively. These values are too small
to be measured and therefore have not been included in the final dose-equivalent
rate for BNL.

Air and Rainfall - Radioactivity:

Other than tritium, there was no indication of BNL radioactive effluents
in environmental air and precipitation samples. The largest concentration of
tritium in air at the site boundary, 3.5 x 102 pCi m =3 was 0.2% of the Radiation
Concentration Guide (RCG). The largest average concentration of tritium in pre-
01Y1tat10n was at or below the Minimum Detection Limit (MDL) which was 200 pCi

(2 x 1077 uci m17!). The MDL represents about 1% of the standard for drink-
ing water.

Air - Nonradioactive:

At the central Steam Plant, the most recent measurement of the stack emis-—
sion of air particulates indicated that the average rate was 0.078 1b/106 Btu.
A calculation based on meterological parameters indicates that at the site bound-
ary, their concentration was 0.24 yug m"3, 0.3% of the yearly average ambient Air
Quality Standard. At the site boundary, the calculated concentrations of S0, and
NO,, resulting from the steam plant operations, were 0.0006 ppm, and 0.0004 ppm,
respectively, which were about 2 and 0.8%7 of their respective ambient air qual-
ity standards.

Liquid Effluent - Sewage Treatment Plant:

Of the sewage effluent released onto the sand filter beds of the Labora-
tory sewage treatment plant, 827 flowed directly into the Peconic River. The bal-
ance was assumed to have percolated into the ground water underlying the beds.
The gross beta concentration of the output from them was 18.3 pCi 171 (1.83 x
1078 pCi ml~ ), or 0.6% of the Radiation Concentratlon Guide (RCG). The tritium
concentration was 8.6 nCi 17! (8.6 x 1076 uCi ml~ ), or 0.3% of the RCG. The
same concentration was assumed for the infiltration into groundwater.

Liquid Effluents - National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit:

Except for 35 daily pH levels which were "out of limit" and two instances
of suspended solids percent removal, all reportable non-radiological parameters



of the Laboratory sewage effluent were within the limits set forth in the
Laboratory's permit, issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under
the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System. The average water quality
of the sewage treatment plant effluent at the point of discharge was at or
within water quality standards for the receiving body of water.

Peconic River — On Site:

Downstream, a significant amount of the combined flow from the sand fil-
ter beds and from upstream of the Peconic River also percolated into the ground-
water (Table 11). This occurred between the sewage treatment plant outfall and
the Laboratory perimeter, mostly during the latter half of the year. At the for-
mer site boundary (Statlon M), the gross beta concentration was 13.5 pCi 1-1
(1.35 x 1078 uCi ml~™ or 0. 4/ of the RCG, and the tritium concentration was
6.3 nci 171 (6.3 x 10 é uCi ml™ ), or 0.2% of the RCG. At the 31te boundary,
the gross beta concentration was 4.7 pCi 171 (0.47 x 1078 uCi ml~ ), or 0. 24 of
the RCG, and the tritium concentration was 4.4 nCi 17 -1 (4.4 x 1076 puci m171), or
0.1% of the RCG.

Peconic River - Off-Site:

Bimonthly sampling of the Peconic River water downstream of the sewage
treatment plant outfall has indicated a decrease of concentrations of
radioactivity. At a location 4.8 km downstream, the average gross beta concen-
tration as established by bimonthly grab sampling was 2.0 pCi 1~ -1 (2.0 x 1079
uCi ml™ 1y, or 0 1% of the RCG and the tritium concentration was 0.3 nCi 171 (0.3
x 1070 pCi ml™ ), or 0.01%Z of the RCG. About 24 km downstream, at the river's
mouth, the average concentration of gross beta activity was 4.7 pCi 1 -1 (4.7 x
1072 uci ml~ ), that of tritium being 0.2 nCi 17 1 (0.2 x 107® uci m1~l). Based
on total flow and activity per unit volume, the total gross beta activity in the
river at that location exceeded that at the Laboratory's site boundary. This
difference is attributed to the fact that the total flow at the river's mouth is
increased due to the tributary additions which, in turn, have added fallout
radionuclides that were present in the drainage area of the tributaries.

Peconic River — Aquatic Biological Studies:

Seasonal collections of fish from the Peconic River were conducted at the
site boundary. The data on fish obtained from the river at the site boundary
suggested the presence of small amounts of radioactivity attributable to the
Laboratory's past_ releases. The maximum concentration of 137¢s in fish was
about 823 pCi kg—l. This concentration would result in a dose commitment that
was about 1% of the RCG, based on an assumed ingestion of 50 g of fish per day.

Groundwater - Supply and Process Wells and Recharge Basins:

About 18 million liters of water per day obtained from on-site supply
wells were used for "once through" cooling and returned to groundwater in on-
site recharge basins. The concentration of gross beta activity at point of
recharge was, on the average, 2.7 times greater than that of the supply wells,



and was about 97 of the EPA Drinking Water Standard. The tritium concentrations
were near or at the MDL, which is about 1% of the EPA Drinking Water Standard.

Groundwater - Surveillance Wells:

Groundwater surveillance was conducted in a network of some 100 sampling
wells installed adjacent to and downstream from identified areas where there is
a potential for the percolation and migration of radioactivity and other contami-~
nants in groundwater. With the aquifer underlying Long Island being classified
as a "sole source'" it was necessary to apply EPA Drinking Water Standards to all
activities concerning groundwater use or recharge.

a. On-Site Wells:

Immediately adjacent to the sand filter beds and to the Peconic River
on-site and at the site boundary, gross beta, tritium and 90Sr concentrations
have been decreasing, when compared to those observed during previous years.
This reflects the decrease in the concentrations due to decay and dilution.

They were not more than a few percent of the EPA Drinking Water Standards. The
largest average gross alpha concentration, 1.52 pCi 17 -1 (1.52 x 1079 uci m1~1l)
was 10% of the EPA Drink1n§ Water Standard for unidentified mixtures containing
alpha activity other than bRra. It was not directly relatable to any known Lab-
oratory effluent releases. The largest average gross beta concentration was

19.7 pCi 17! (19.7 x 1079 uci m1~1); the largest average tritium concentration
was 136 nci 171 (136 x 1076 yci m1-1)

On-site, adjacent to the Solid Waste Management area, the landfill,
the former open dump, and the decontamination facility storm sewer sump, above
ambient background concentrations of gross beta activity, 905y, and tritium were
found in a number of nearby groundwater surveillance wells. Much of the gross
beta activity appeared to be related to Ogry.

At the Waste Mana%ement area, the largest 905 concentration, 32.2
pCi 17! (32.2 x 10~ uC1 ml~™'), or 4 times the EPA Drinking Water Standard, was
found in a well 175 m southeast of the area. This level reflects the effects of
a known inadvertent injection into groundwater which occurrred in 1960.

At the landflll, an average gross alpha concentration of 3.3 pCi 17 1
(3.3 x 107 -9 uCi ml™ ), or 0.2 times the EPA Drinking Water Standard, an av-
erage gross beta concentration of 55.4 pCi 171 (1079 uci m1- ), or 1.1 times the
compliance level based on the EPA Drinking Water Standard, and an average
tritium concentration of 14.5 nCi 171 (14.5 x 107® puci m1™!) or 0.7 times the
EPA Drinking Water Standard, were the largest found. They were found in wells
located 80 and 100 m south of the perimeter of the working area.

At the decontamination fac111ty storm sewer sump, a 905y concentra-
tion of 51 pci 171 (51 x 1079 uCi mi71), 6 times the EPA Drinking Water Stan-
dard, was found in a surveillance well within a few meters of the sewer outfall
into the sump.



Iron and zinc were found in excess of their respective standards (0.6
and 0.3 ppm for surface waters) in numerous sampling wells on-site. However,
this appears to be related to corrosion from the well casings and not to Labora-
tory effluents, except for a few wells adjacent to the Landfill. There, the
largest concentration of iron was 93 ppm and of zinc, 3.3 ppm.

In all cases, the on-site levels of radiocactivity or of other agents
which were found in above ambient background in ground water appeared to be
confined to within a hundred meters of their origin. They would require decades
of travel before reaching the site boundary. Concentrations of radioactivity,
and water quality parameters, in ground water from perimeter surveillance wells
(other than those adjacent to the Peconic River) were at or near background and
only a few percent of the EPA Drinking Water Standards.

b. Off-Site Wells:

Concentrations of gross alpha and gross beta radioactivity were found
to be slightly higher in a sampling well about 0.35 km east of the site boundary
than in wells at the boundary itself. The gross alpha concentration, 1.32 pCi
171 (1.32 x 1079 nci ml_l), was 9% of the EPA Drinking Water Standard. However,
this was not directly relatable to any known Laboratory effluent. The gross
beta concentration, 3.9 pCi 17! (3.9 x 1072 uci m1~l), was 7.8% of the EPA Drink-
ing Water Standard. 905r levels were comparable to those in the wells at the
site boundary.

Except for pH levels slightly lower than the Water Quality Standard,
but within the local natural variation, most other indices of water quality in
these surveillance wells were within the standards.

Total Population Dose Resulting from Laboratory Sources

The collective average dose-equivalent rate (total population dose)
attributable to Laboratory sources, for the population up to a distance of 80
km, was calculated to be 2.72 rem a~l (person-rem a~') as compared to a natural
background dose-equivalent rate to the same population of about 315,125 rem a~1
(person-rem a~l).

3.0 MONITORING DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

3.1 External Radiation Monitoring:

Dose—-equivalent rates at the site boundary, including natural background
(as influenced by fallout) and the increments attributable to Laboratory activ-
ity, were determined through the use of CaFy:Dy thermoluminescent dosimeters
(TLD) (9) exposed for monthly periods at each of the four perimeter monitoring
stations P-2, P-4, P-7, and P-9, the locations of which are shown in Figure 2.

The observed dose-equivalent rates from external gamma radiation, as
measured by TLDs, are given in Table 2. There was no measurable addition to the
natural background attributable to Laboratory activities. The dose-equivalent
rate from naturally occurring external background radiation at the site perime

- 10 -



Site-Perimeter External Dose-Equivalent Rates from Background and

TABLE 2

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring

BNL Operations

Epcatiog(a)

Northwest Southwest Southeast Northeast Average (b)

Period Perimeter Perimeter Perimeter Perimeter Background
(P-2) (P-4) (P-7) (p-9)
mrem

Minimum (Monthly) 4.9 5.2 5.0 5.2 5.1
Maximum {Monthly) 6.4 6.3 6.2 6.9 6.3
Average (Monthly) 5.5 5.6 5.4 5.8 5.5
Total (Annual)  65.9 67.2 64.7 69.6 () 65.9
(a)

Locations of monitoring stations indicated in Figure 2.

(b)

Average of P-2, P-4, and P-7.

unaffected by BNL on~site radiations or effluents.
Station P-9 was excluded from the average because the station lies on a bed
of coal cinders. These cinders contain radium and thorium at concentrations
larger than the foundation material used at other perimeter stations thus
resulting in a background which is slightly different than the other perimeter

stations.

(c)

Based on average for 11 months.

vandalism.

- 11 -
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TABLE 3

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring
Off-Site External Dose-Equivalent Rates

(1)

New TLD 0ld TLD Compass Heading Distance from Annual
# # (degrees) HFBR Stack (km)(z) Total
mrem
1T3.1 1a 350 3.1 68.1
1T8.8 16B 350 8.8 57.1
2T3.2 2a 31 3.2 56.8
2T10.5 2B 14 10.5 63.5
3T8.8 3a 46 8.8 59.3
4T2.6 4aa 62 2.6 57.3
4T7.5 4B 59 7.5 58.8
5T17.1 4c 81 17.1 57.7
5T6.5 5B 88 6.5 56.7
5T4.2 4a 79 4.2 52.5
6T5.6 63 107 5.6 53.2
6T14.2 6B 115 14.2 50.6
779.7 A 140 9.7 57.7
7T2.5 7A 139 2.5 70.7
8T2.3 8a 155 2.3 57.7
8T8.0 8a 151 8.0 72.1
9T3.4 9A 173 3.4 56.6
9T8.3 9B 178 8.3 58.8
10T3.7 10a 196 3.7 71.8
10T9.3 10a 199 9.3 49.0
10T12.0 10B o211 12.0 63.6
11T3.7 11a 233 3.7 59.3
11T17.8 11a 229 17.8 50.6
1275.0 12A 238 5.0 56.2
12T7.2 12B 241 7.2 61.4
12T12.5 128 238 12.5 61.8
13T1.4 13A 273 1.4 67.0
13T2.6 13 263 2.6 58.8
13T8.2 138 262 8.2 56.0
14T3,1 14 302 3.1 79.6
14T5.6 14a 290 5.6 72.8
15T3.0 16A 325 3.0 57.2
15T1.4 15a 306 1.4 67.3
15T14.7 15B 316 14.7 64.0
16T3.4 16Aa 331 3.4 72.9
16T10.0 16B 339 10.0 62.9

)

Gun Barrel Shield - Building (535a) 4 17.0

(I)See Figure 3 for TLD location.

(2)See Figure 2 for Stack (#750) location.

(3)

Estimate based upon time weighted averages. The standard deviation of the
measurement is approximately + 10%.

4 :
( )Represents background value for TLD and is based on four measurements.
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ter averaged 65.9 mrem a~l. Fluctuations noted over the years (10) are within
local variations of natural background levels and are regulated to a significant
extent by climatic variations (11].

During 1982, 37 TLDs were placed at off-site locations for monitoring
around the facility. Figure 3 shows the locations of the TLDs with respect to
the Laboratory (HFBR Stack, #750 as the center; Figure 2). The standard 16 sec-
tors with sector #l centering on true North has been used to locate the TLDs
[12). The dose—equivalent rates observed are given in Table 3 and are compara-
ble with the average background given in Table 2. Variations observed could be
attributed to climatic changes (28).

3.2 Airborne Effluents and Ground-Level Air Particulates, Tritium and
Radioiodine Monitoring:

3.2.1 Facilities and Effluents:

The principal Laboratory facilities from which radioactive or
nonradioactive effluents are released to the atmosphere are listed in Table 4.
Their locations on the Laboratory site are shown in Figure 2. The installed
on-line effluent monitors, sampling devices, and the types and amounts of efflu-
ents released during 1982 are indicated in Table 4.

Considerable dilution with ambient air occurs between the release points
to the atmosphere and the site boundary. Additionally, radioactive decay de-
creases the concentrations of shorter lived radionuclides during the transit
time between the point of release and the site boundary. Consequently, the con-
centrations of airborne radioactivity at the site boundary were reduced to
levels where no detectable increase in dose-equivalent rate was apparent during
1982,

Oxygen-15, Argon—41 and Xenon-127 are radioactive gases with relatively
short half-lives. Oxygen-15, which has a two minute half-life, is produced by
the interaction of protons and water in the BLIF facility and generated at an
estimated rate per unit beam current of 0.21 Ci pA"l h~l. When this facility
is operated at the full beam current of 180 pA, the 150 equilibrium activity at
the point of generation is 1.8 Ci. Argon-41, which has a 110-minute half-life,
is produced by the interaction of neutrons and ventilating air in the shield of
the Medical Research Reactor and released from its stack at an estimated per
unit power level rate of 1 Ci MW(th)~lh~l when the reactor is operated at full
power of 3 MW(th). Xenon-127, which has a 36.4-day half-life, is produced at
the BLIF facility and is processed at the Hot Laboratory for commercial uses.
It is occasionally released from the transfer system at the latter facility.
The radioactive gases released, except for 127Xe, are a function of operational
time and facility power level (10).

Tritium (3H) has a 12.3~-year half-life, and is a very low energy beta
emitter (Tg(max) = 18.6 KeV). It is of principal environmental significance
when in the form of tritiated water vapor (HTO), which is taken up and utilized
by living systems as is ordinary water. Of the 361 Ci of tritium released from
the Laboratory research facilities during 1982 (Table 4), 15 Ci (4%) were in gas

- 15 -



TABLE 5

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring (a)
Estimated Radionuclide Content of Incinerated Materials

Radionuclide Half-Life Quantity(b)
(mCi)

3y 12.2y 280.0
652n 243.0d 0.7
14, 5730y 29.0
32P 14.3d 0.8
355 87.9d 4.4
59Fe 45.64 0.1
1251? 60.2d 1.3
Mg 14.04 0.1
51Cr 27.84 1.1

y = year

d = day

(a)

Incinerated in the Waste Management Incinerator.

(b)Activity less than 100 uCi have not been reported.

- 16 -~



eous form, and 346 Ci (967%) were released as HTO. Tritium releases remained
at low levels during 1982 as the Laboratory continued to employ as low as reason-
ably achievable practices.

The Laboratory incinerates certain categories of waste in the Waste Man-
agement Incinerator. The individual radionuclides, their half-lives and total
quantities in the incinerated waste material are shown in Table 5. 3H formed
the largest in quantity - 0.28 Ci. Other radionuclides ranged from 0.1 mCi to
30 mCi. Limits on the amount incinerated and meterological dispersion are
utilized to assure that airborne concentrations at the site boundary were small
fractions of the Radiation Concentration Guides (RCG).

Most of the heating requirements for the principal buildings at the Labo-
ratory are supplied by a central steam plant (Figure 2). The estimated amounts
of conventional pollutants released from its stack are shown in Table 6. Those
for sulfur dioxide (SOj) and nitrogen oxides (NOy) were estimated from reported
emission factors for comparable plants (13], adjusted for the actual sulfur con-
tent of the fuel utilized at the plant. The amount of particulates produced was
based on the average concentration determined from stack sampling of the steam
boiler units in a series of tests conducted during 1977. At that time the aver-
age particulate emission rate was 0.078 1b MBTU™l. This was below the emission
limit of 0.1 1b MBTU! for particulates as set forth by the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (Part 227, Stationary Combustion
Installations).

The emissions of SOy, NO, and particulates have decreased markedly since
1976 when the Laboratory initiated the utilization of light feed stock (LFS),
such as mineral spirits, alcohol, jet fuel and reconstituted fuels. 1In 1982,
the fraction of LFS relative to total fuel consumption, was 40%. These light
stock fuels typically have a weighted average sulfur content of 0.5%7 or less
as compared to the typical 1% sulfur content of #6 o0il and therefore contribute
to the reduction of pollutants discharged to the atmosphere through the stack.
In 1982, the mean fuel combustion efficiency over the entire range of boiler
loading capacities was determined to be 99.8% for No. 5 Boiler firing ALF [29].
Under actual operating conditions the combustion efficiency is significantly
higher than this value as the upper limits of the boiler loading capacity are
rarely reached. Samples of LFS used in the preparation of Alternate Liquid
Fuels (ALF) are analyzed for cadmium, lead and chlorinated hydrocarbons to
ensure that the burning of ALF does not constitute a potential environmental
problem (10,14). In addition, the practice of heat recovery from waste mate-
rials serves to promote the beneficial reuse of otherwise discarded natural
resources.

3.2.2 Sampling and Analysis:

The Brookhaven environmental air monitoring program is designed to iden-
tify and quantify airborne radioactivity attributable to natural sources, to
activities remote from the Laboratory (e.g., above ground nuclear weapon tests)
and to Laboratory activities. Most of the air concentrations of radioactivity
detected during 1982 is attributable to matural sources, to a decreasing extent
weapons tests, and to Laboratory activities, virtually none.

- 17 -



TABLE 6

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring

Estimated Concentrations of soz, NOX and Particulates at the

Central Steam Plant Stack (Bldg. #610) and at the Site Boundary

Calculated Average EPA Primary
Stack Site Boundary a) Air Quality
Effluent Total kg Concentration Concentration Standard {15}
5(b)
SO2 2.2 x 10 180 ppm 0.0006 ppm 0.03 ppm
5
NO_ 9.7 x 10 100 ppm 0.0004 ppm 0.05 ppm
(c) -3 -3 -3
Particulates 2.1 x 10 0.06 g m 0.24 ug m 75 ug m

-7 -3
(a)Based on average X/Q of 2.4 x 10 sec m calculated by BNL Meteorolgy

Group (1982).

(b)Based on average 1.0% sulfur content.

(c)

Based on measured average value during February 1977 stack sampling conducted
on main steam boiler unit (New York Testing Laboratories, Inc., Westbury, N.Y.,
11590).

- 18 -



3.2.3 Air Samples:

During 1982, positive displacement air pumps were operated at a flow rate
of 15 2 min™* at the monitoring station adjacent to the solid waste management
area (S-6), and at the site boundary stations P-2, P-4, P-7 and P-9 (see Figure
2 for locatioms). The air sampling media consisted of a 5 cm diameter air
particulate filter (Gelman type) followed by a 12.5 cm3 bed of triethylene
diamine (TEDA) impregnated charcoal for collection of radiohalogens. To assure
collection of all radioiodine species at a suitable flow rate, a parallel low
volume filter system sampler was operated at a flow rate of 56 % min~l. Tt
consisted of a 7.6 cm diameter air particulate filter (Gelman type G), followed
by a 250 cm3 TEDA impregnated charcoal filter.

The air particulate samples were counted for gross beta activity using an
anti-coincidence proportional counter. The data are shown in Table 7. A sea-
sonal trend was observed for gross beta activity in 1982. The gross beta activ-
ity was at a maximum at all monitoring stations during the first quarter. This
is attributed to the spring exchange between stratosphere and troposphere, which
results in an increase in particulate concentrations at this time.

In addition to counting for gross beta activity, analyses for gamma
emitting nuclides were performed on a composite of all air particulate samples
shortly after the end of each month. These data are also reported in Table 7.
No 1311 was detected during 1982, which is consistent with the absence of any
reported atmospheric nuclear tests during the year, and with operations at the
Laboratory.

Sampling for tritium vapor was performed at each of the air sampling sta-
tions by drawing a small side stream of air (v'100 em3 min~1) through silica gel
cartridges. The cartridges were normally changed on a bimonthly basis. The col-
lected vapor was subsequently removed from the gel by heating; then condensed,
collected, and assayed by liquid scintillation counting. Tritium vapor concen-
trations data obtained from the samples at each of the BNL perimeter stations
during 1982 is shown in Table 8.

The highest quarterly average concentrations were observed during the
first quarter at the southeast station (P-7) and during the third quarter of the
year at the northeast station (P-9). The highest annual average concentration,
1.11 x 102 pCi/m3, was observed at station P-7. This value was 0.06% of the Ra-
diation Concentration Guide (RCG). The yearly average concentrations at sta-
tions P-2 and P-4 were at or near the MDL. The annual average concentration for
the site boundary was 4.04 x 10! pCi/m3, 0.02% of the RCG.

The current Laboratory environmental monitoring program does not include
routine air sampling for nonradioactive substances. The calculated annual aver-
age concentrations at the site boundary of the conventional pollutants released
from the central steam plant are listed in Table 6. All were less than 3% of
the EPA Primary Air Quality Standard for the reported constituents (14].

About 255 kg of various pesticides, chiefly organo-phosphates, Thiodan,
Diazinon, Carbaryl and Parathion, were applied on site during 1982, principally
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TABLE 7

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring
Gross Beta Concentrations in Air Particulate Filters
and Gamma Emitting Nuclides in Charcoal Filters

. 3
(pCi/m™)
13
Number Gross Beta 7Cs(b)
. () of

Period Location Samples Average Maximum Minimum
January N.E. Perimeter (P-9) 13 0.09 0.21 0.03 0.003
to S.E. Perimeter (P-7) 11 0.05 0.10 0.01 0.003
March S.W. Perimeter (P-4) 12 0.04 0.07 0.003 0.003
N.W. Perimeter (P-2) 12 0.05 0.18 0.02 0.003
April N.E. Perimeter 13 0.03 0.06 0.01 0.003
to S.E. Perimeter 12 0.03 0.05 0.01 0.002
June S.W. Perimeter 13 0.02 0.05 0.01 0.003
N.W. Perimeter 14 0.03 0.05 0.01 0.003
July N.E. Perimeter 7 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.003
to S.E. Perimeter 13 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.003
September S.W. Perimeter 13 0.02 0.20 0.003 0.004
N.W. Perimeter 13 0.01 0.02 0.002 0.002
October N.E. Perimeter(c) 13 0.01 0.02 0.004 0.003
to S.E. Perimeter 13 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.003
December S.W. Perimeter 13 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.003
N.W. Perimeter 13 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.003
Annual N.E. perimeter(d) 46 0.04 0.21 0.004 0.003
Summary S.E. Perimeter 49 0.03 0.10 0.01 0.003
S.W. Perimeter 51 0.03 0.20 0.003 0.003
N.W. Perimeter 52 0.03 0.18 0.002 0.003

Locations are shown in Figure 2.

(b)Sample - Composite of charcoal filters from all stations.

c
¢ )One month's data less than MDL; not included in the average.

d
¢ )Based on an eleven month sample period.

Applicable Standards - Table 20
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TABLE 8

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring

Tritium Vapor Concentration in Air (pCi/m3)

P-9 p-7 P-4 P-2
Northeast Southeast Southwest Northwest a) Minimum
Quarterly Perimeter ' Perimeter Perimeter Perimeter Detection
period N-ENE E-SSE o S-WSW W=NNW Limit
(348,75-78,757) (78.75-168.75") (l68.75—258.7§%(258.75~348.75?

First 2.5 x 10° 3.5 x 10° 5.4 x 107t <3.1x 107t

° 1 o -1
Second 2.7 x 10 5.2 x 10 <1.9 x 10 <8.1 x 10
Third 1.5 x 102 4.0 x 10° <2.4 x 10° 4.7 % 10° 0.9-3.5x10°

1
Fourth 4.7 x 10 4.9 x 10° 2.2 x 10°  <1.4 x 10°
Average 4.8 x 10% 1.1 x 10° <1.8 x 10° <1.8 x 10°
Radiation
Concentration 5
Guide (16) =  ~m=mommomcm—me————e—e—ee 2 X 107 —mmmmm e e e e

(a)station P-9 vandalized during this quarter.

(b)The variable range for the MDL results from the tritium determination procedure
and is a function of counting efficiency, counting time, sample volume, and
relative humidity.

(c)

See Figure 2 for location of stations.
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to protect crops which were grown for biological research purposes. All of
these pesticides are considered biodegradable, with persistence times in the
order of a week. Furthermore, they were applied with a "sticker" additive to
minimize their becoming airborne.

3.2.4 Precipitation:

Two pot-type rain collectors, each with a surface area of 0.33 mz, are
situated adjacent to the sewage treatment plant (see Fig. 2). A routine collec-
tion was made from these whenever precipitation was observed during a previous
24 hour (or weekend) period. Part of each collection was evaporated for gross
beta counting, a small fraction was composited for monthly tritium analysis, and
the balance was put through ion exchange columns for subsequent quarterly 9ésr
and gamma analyses. The data for 1982 are reported in Table 9. Besides tritium
(as vapor) there was no detectable indication of Laboratory released airborne
radiocactivity in precipitation collected on site. Variation in the deposition
of 7Be is dependent upon the interaction of cosmic rays with atmospheric nucleii
along with trophospheric/stratospheric mixing and would not necessarily parallel
that of the fallout of radiocactive debris from the atmospheric testing of nu—
clear weapons.

To obtain an indication of the washout of tritium from local airborne re-
leases, small precipitation collectors are located at the perimeter stations
(p-2, P-4, P-7, P-9), and at Blue Point, some 20 km southwest of the Laboratory
site. The average tritium concentrations were all reduced significantly when
compared to previous years (10) and were at or below the MDL (Table 18). At the
MDL, the average concentration (on site) would have been less than 17 of the EPA
Drinking Water Standard (16).

3.3 Liquid Effluent Monitoring:

The basic principle of liquid waste management at the Laboratory is con-
finement and concentration to minimize the volumes of liquids requiring decontam-
ination prior to on-site release or processing into solid form for off-site
burial. Accordingly, liquid wastes are segregated at the point of origin on the
basis of their anticipated concentrations of radioactivity or other potentially
harmful agents.

Small volumes (up to a few liters) of concentrated liquid wastes contain-
ing radioactivity or other hazardous agents are withheld from the Laboratory
waste systems. They are stored at their sources of generation in small
containers, collected by the Laboratory waste management group, and subsequently
packaged for off-site disposal (in the case of hazardous agents as defined by
DOE Order 5480.2).

Facilities which may routinely produce larger volumes (up to several hun-
dred liters) of radioactive or otherwise contaminated waste liquids are provided
with dual waste handling systems, one for '"active'" (D-probably contaminated)
and one for "inactive'" (F-probably uncontaminated) wastes. As shown in Figure
4, wastes placed into the '"active'" or D system are collected in holdup tanks.
After sampling and analysis, they are either transferred by installed pipelines
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or by tank truck to storage tanks adjacent to the Laboratory liquid waste evapo-
rator. At this facility, liquids are concentrated about a hundred fold and ulti-
mately disposed of as solid wastes. If found to be of sufficiently low concen-
tration (17), D wastes may be routed directly from holdup tanks to the Labora-
tory sanitary waste system.

Subject to the results of analysis, "inactive" wastes are routed directly
to the Laboratory sanitary waste system, where they are mixed with large
quantities (approaching 4,000,000 1 a~1) of cooling and other uncontaminated
water routinely produced by d1verse Laboratory operations. Sampling and anal-
ysis of the waste in facility holdup tanks is done to facilitate waste manage-
ment; while effluent sampling is performed at the sewage treatment plant to es-
tablish the concentration and amounts of environmental releases.

The small amounts of low level radioactive waste effluents that may be
routinely disposed of by release into the Laboratory sanitary waste system are
established by administrative limits (17]. Within these limits, individual re-
leases are kept as low as practicable.

3.3.1 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit:

As of January 31, 1975, the effluent from the Laboratory sewage treatment
plant was subject to the conditions of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NPDES) Permit No. NY 000 5835. Quarterly reports have been pre-
pared in accordance with this permit, using data obtained by the sewage treat-
ment plant operators. A yearly summary of these data is shown in Table 10,
which includes permit conditions. The Laboratory effluent was within all of
these conditions, with the exception of some daily pH levels and two instances
of suspended solids percent removal.

The effluent pH levels were below the lower limit of 5.8 on 35 occasions.
They were not related to the influent pH, which averaged 6.7. However, the ef-
fluent pH variations were within the local natural range of groundwater (pH
5.5-6.0). A Laboratory study has indicated that the low pH of rainfall (pH
2.5-4.9) on Long Island is a significant factor in lowering the pH of the Labora-
tory effluent as it passes through the sand filter beds.

3.3.2 Peconic River:

Primary treatment of the liquid stream collected by the sanitary waste
system to remove suspended solids is provided by a 950,000 liter clarifier. The
liquid effluent from it flows onto sand filter beds, from which about 75-807% of
the water has typically been recovered by an underlying tile field. This
recovered water is chlorinated and then released into a small stream that forms
one of the headwaters of the Peconic River.

A schematic of the sewage treatment plant and its related sampling ar-
rangements is shown in Figure 5. In addition to the influent flow measurement
and sampling instrumentation, totalizing flowmeters (Leopold and Stevens TP 61-2),
with provision for taking a sample for each 7576 liters of flow are
installed in combination with positive action battery operated samplers
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(Brailsford DU-1), at the chlorine house, at the former site boundary which is
0.8 km downstream on the Peconic River, and at the site boundary, 2.6 km down-
stream.

An aliquot of each daily (or weekend) sample of the input to the sand fil-
ter beds and of their output to the chlorine house outfall was evaporated for
the analysis of gross alpha and gross beta activity. Another aliquot was
counted directly for tritium. Samples from the two downstream locations were
obtained three times a week. Aliquots of each were analyzed for gross beta,
gross alpha, and tritium. Another aliquot, proportional to the measured flow
during the sampling period, was passed through ion exchange columns for subse-
quent analysis as an integrated sample. Unless the gross beta count at a given
location indicated the need for immediate radionuclide identification, one set
of these columns was analyzed directly on a monthly or quarterly basis for gamma
emitting nuclides and the other was eluted for radiochemical processing for Sr
analysis. The monthly minimum, maximum and average flow, the gross beta activ-
ity and that of the principal individual nuclides at the clarifier (input to the
filter beds), the chlorine house (output from the beds), the former perimeter
and the site perimeter are shown in Table 11. Yearly totals and average concen-
trations are also indicated. During 1982, about 82% of the total flow into the
clarifier appeared in the output at the chlorine house after passing through the
sand filter beds. The balance was assumed to have percolated to the ground
water flow under the beds. Estimates of the amount of radioactivity released to
the groundwater in this manner during 1982 are shown in Table 11. These were
calculated on the additional assumption that the average concentrations of the
contained nuclides corresponded to those in the output from the beds, as
observed at the chlorine house.

An analysis of the radionuclide concentrations at the chlorine house over
the past several years has indicated a time lag between inYut and output from
the sand filter beds. This lag appears to be greater for 34¢s and 137¢s than
for 9OSr, which explains why larger amounts of the latter were found in the ef-
fluent relative to those in the influent. During 1982, other radionuclides such
as 58Co, 95Zr—Nb, lZSSb, 140g4-1,2 and 144Ce, which have been detected in previ-
ous years, were all at or below MDL (Table 18) and as such were not reported in
Table 11.

Flow and activity concentration data for the former site boundary sam-
pling location, 0.8 km downstream (see Fig. 5), and at the present site boundary
are also shown in Table 11. The site perimeter was characterized by a very low
flow, which was essentially zero during most of the year except during summer
and early fall. Due to the sporadic nature of the flow over the measuring weir,
the flows at the site perimeter were measurable only during the months of July
to September. Based on the decrease in total flow between the former site bound-
ary and the perimeter, upper limit estimates of the activity that may have
percolated to the underlying aquifier are also shown in Table 11.

Analysis of monthly composite samples of the Peconic River at the former
site boundary (0.8 km downstream from the chlorine house) during this period
showed that, on the average, <5% of the annual total activity (excluding
tritium) consisted of 90Sr and that no appreciable amounts of long-lived
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TABLE 11

1982 NBL Environmental Monitoring (a)
Total Activities and Concentrations of Identifiable Nuclides in Liquid Effluents
from the Sewage Treatment Plant and in the Peconic River

Flow
90 3 54 60 134 137 40 65
x 101°mz Gross a Gross B Sr H Mn Co Cs Cs K Zn
Clarifier (mCi)
Monthly (Minimum) 7.78 0.11 0.73 0.01 364 0.002 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.11 0.01
Monthly (Maximum) 13.69 0.67 3.91 0.23 1558 0.03 0.26 0.05 0.16 0.26 0.04
Average (Monthly 10.02 0.28 1.81 0.09 690 0.01 0.09 0.01 0.05 0.15 0.01
Total (Annual} 120.27 3.38 21.69 1.06 8284 0.12 1.06 0.08 0.60 1.80 0.12
Mean Concentration - 2.81 18.03 0.88 6880 0.10 0.88 0.07 0.50 1.50 0.10
(1077 uci/me)
Groundwater (Sand-Filter Beds) {(mCi)
Total (Annual) 21.50(d) 0.53 3.92 0.18 1838 0.02 0.15 0.15 0.68 0.81 0.04
Average Concentration - 2.48 18.25 0.85 8550 0.07 0.68 0.71 3.17 3.78 0.18
-9 .
(10 HeL/me) Chlorine House (mCi)
Monthly (Minimum} 6.15 0.10 0.58 0.03 327 b b 0.01 0.05 0.09 b
Monthly (Maximum) 11.02 0.62 4.56 0.17 2037 0.07 0.29 0.58 1.91 2.12 0.16
Average (Monthly) 8.23 0.21 1.50 0.07 704 0.01 0.06 0.06 0.26 0.31 0.01
Total (Annual) 98.77 2.45 18.02 0.84 8445 0.07 0.67 0.70 3.13 3.73 0.18
Average Concentration - 2.48 18.25 0.85 8550 0.07 0.68 0.71 3.17 3.78 0.18
-9
(107" Jici/me)
Former Perimeter (mCi)
Quarterly (Minimum)  1.47 0.02 0.26 0.02 23 b 0.01 b 0.01 0.04 b
Quarterly (Maximum) 10.86 0.19 2.58 0.14 667 0.004 0.14 0.11 1.06 1.49 b
(q)Rverage (Monthly) 5.78 0.10 0.78 0.06 365 <0.0003 0.0) 0.01 0.10 0.17 -
Total (Annual) 69.32 1.16 9.33 0.73 4381 0.004 0.32 0.14 0.19 1.98 -
Average Concentration - 1.67 13.45 1.05 6320 0.005 0.46 0.20 1.72 2.87
(10‘9uCi/ml)
Groundwater (Stream Bed) (mCi)
d
Total {(Annual) 67.59( ! 1.13 9.09 0.71 4272 0.003 0.31 0.14 1.16 1.94 -
Average Concentration - 1.67 13.45 1.05 6320 0.005 0.46 0.20 1.72 2.87 b
(10"%uci/me)
Site rerimeter (mCi)
Quarterly (Minimum):e; 0.21 0.002 0.01 - 8.3
Quarterly (Maximum%:) 0.83 0.01 0.04 - 36 Flow inadequate to collect
Average (Monthly) 0.14(e) 0.002 0.01 0.001 7 representative sample for
Total (Annual) 1.73 0.02 0.08 0.02 80 y analysis.
Average Concentration - 1.30 4.73 0.99 4360
107 %uci/m2)
3 2 6 5 4 4
Radiation Concentration - 0 3xﬁ%)(c) 3%%% 3xl% 1x10 5x10 9x103 2x10 3x105 1x105
Guide (15) 15 50 8 20,000
-9
{10 “uci/mR)
57 5 : :
(a)other nuclides such a 7Be, 22Na, 47s<:, 83Rb, 84Rb, 141Ce, Co, and 1Cr were detected in the influent and effluent

from the laboratory, but are not reported in the above table.
{b)

(c)

Below the MDL of the system used in estimating the activity.

For mixtures of radionuclides containing <10% 90Sr, 125_1311, or long lived alpha emitters. The concentration guides for unknown

RCG's, and the sum of the fractions of the RCG's for all such radionuclides is less than 0.25.
(d)Estimated loss to groundwater; this loss is considered conservative as no corrections have been made for spreading and evaporation.
(e)This station is characterized by low flow rates. Quantities reported result from periods of measurable flow rates.

(f)EPA drinking water standards apply to groundwater on Long Island.
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radioactive iodine or bone-seeking nuclides such as radium were present. Under
these circumstances, the applicable RCG was 300 pCi 171 (0.3 x 1076 pei m1-1).

At the Laboratory perimeter (2.6 km downstream from the chlorine house),
where flows were estimated, the average concentration of 90Sr was 0.99 pci 2-1.
Since the Peconic is not a direct source of drinking water, the applicable RCG
was 300 pci 1-1 (0.3 x 1076 pci m1-1) (15).

The Safety and Environmental Protection Division also performed routine
water quality measurements on samples of the filter beds effluent, of the
Peconic River upstream of the effluent discharge point, of the river at the for-
mer Laboratory perimeter (0.8 km downstream), of the river at the present Labora-
tory perimeter (2.6 km downstream), and at downstream sampling stations A (4.85
km) and R (19.35 km). A summary of these data for 1982 is shown in Table 12.
From the table it is seen that the portion of the Peconic River within the Labo-
ratory site showed compliance with the New York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation Water Quality Standards (18]. After mixing with the upstream
flow, the temperature increment was within the standard (20 at the Laboratory
perimeter. With the exception of that for Fe at Station A, yearly average con-—
centrations of metals for which analyses were made were all at or within the
standard for the receiving body of water [14,19).

Monthly '"grab'" water samples were obtained at on- and off-site locations
along the Peconic River. A battery operated fixed flow sampler was operated at
Riverhead (at the mouth of the Peconic River) between March and December. Refer-
ence ''grab" samples were obtained from other nearby streams and bodies of water
outside the Laboratory drainage area. As shown in Figure 5, the sampling loca-
tions were as follows:

Off-Site (Peconic River, proceeding downstream)

A - Peconic River at Schultz Road, 4.85 km downstream,

R ~ Peconic River at Riverhead, 19.35 km downstream,

Controls (Not in the Laboratory drainage area)

E - Peconic River, upstream from the Laboratory effluent outfall,

F - Peconic River, north tributary (independent of the Laboratory drain-
age area),

H - Carmans River, outfall of Yaphank Lake,

Yearly average gross beta, tritium and 903y concentrations at downstream
(A and R) and control locations (E,F) are reported in Table 12,

Measurements of selected water quality and purity parameters were
performed at downstream locations on the Peconic River and at control locations
in order to provide a comparison with the same parameters in the Laboratory ef-
fluent. These limited '"grab" sample data are also shown in Table 12. Other con-
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trol locations (E, F and H as indicated in Figure 5) were also monitored for the
same parameters. The results (Table 12) indicate that, in general, the levels
are comparable to that seen in the Peconic River downstream of the site perime-
ter.

3.3.3 Recharge Basin:

After use in "once through" heat exchangers and process cooling, on the
average 17.6 million 1 d~1 (MLD) of water was returned to the aquifer through
on-site recharge basins; 5.23 MLD to basin N located about 610 m northeast of
the AGS; 5.32 MLD to basin O about 670 m east of the HFBR; and 4.0 MLD to basin
P located 305 m south of the MRR (see Figs. 6 and 7). A polyelectrolyte and
dispersant is added to the AGS cooling and process water supply, to maintain a
phosphate concentration of about 2 ppm in order to maintain the ambient iron in
solution. Of the total AGS pumpage, on the average, 1.83 MLD was discharged to
the N basin, and 3.67 MLD to the 0 basin. The HFBR secondary cooling system
water recirculates through mechanical cooling towers and is treated with inor-
ganic polyphosphate and mercaptobenzothiozone to control corrosion and deposi-
tion of solids. Blowdown from this system, 1.65 MLD, which contained about 6-
8 ppm inorganic polyphosphate and 3-4 ppm mercaptobenzothiozone, was also
discharged to the 0 basin. The untreated MRR-MRC '"once through' coolant, which
amounted to 4.0 MLD, was discharged to the P basin.

Concentrations of radioactivity and other constituents in the water dis-
charged into these basins are monitored on a weekly basis by grab sampling. The
average concentrations of gross beta and tritium activity, water quality parame-
ters, and concentrations of heavy metals are given in Table 13. The average con-
centrations of gross beta activity in the basins were slightly above background.
The N basin receives water that has been used to cool the LINAC beam stops at
the AGS, which process results in the formation of short lived activation prod-
ucts that are released to it. The average concentration of gross beta activity
discharged to the N basin was about 28% of the EPA Drinking Water Compliance
Standard (16). In general, the average concentrations of gross beta and tritium
activity in the other basins were slightly above those in the Laboratory supply
wells and on the_average, were about 97 of the applicable EPA Drinking Water
Standards (16,24).

All water quality results were within established standards for ground
water quality. Elevated metal concentrations, such as for Cu, Fe, and Zn, indi-
cate effects of chemical treatment in the cooling water systems.

3.3.4 Aquatic Biological Surveillance:

Samples of fish were collected at Station Q (site boundary) and were
analyzed for gamma emitters and 905y, The analyses were limited to 90Sr and
137¢s, since these radionuclides were the only ones found in detectable concen-
trations above the MDL. The activity level of 137¢s ranged from 644-823
pCi/kg(wet) and for 90sr from 3.2-6.9 pCi/kg(wet) in edible portions of the
fish.
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Figure 7. On-Site:

Potable and supply wells and recharge sumps.
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Using an assumed intake of 1.36 kg/yr (23) of fish flesh (edible
portions) by adults and the indicated range of concentrations of 905y and 137¢cs
in fish flesh (edible portions), the committed effective dose-equivalent for
these radionuclides to an adult man was estimated to be ranging from 0.01% to
0.02%, for 905y and 139¢cs respectively, of the permissible dose limits to the
general public under the DOE Standard (15).

3.3.5 Surveillance Wells:

3.3.5.1 Potable Water and Process Supply Wells:

The Laboratory's potable water wells and cooling water supply wells are
screened at a depth of about 30 m, about 15 m below the water table, in the Long
Island surface layer of glacial outwash, sand and gravel. As shown in Figure 7,
most of these wells are located west to northwest of the Laboratory's principal
facilities which is 'upstream' of the local groundwater flow pattern. About 25
MLD was pumped from them in 1982.

Quarterly grab samples were obtained from these wells. These were
analyzed for radioactivity and water quality. The results are shown in Table
14. All gross alpha concentrations were <1 pCi/liter. All tritium concentra-
tions were <1.0 nCi/liter (<1076 uCi/ml). There are some fluctuations in the
gross beta concentrations among these wells but the variations are not
considered significant. Concurrently, potable water is routinely tested for
water quality as part of the Suffolk County Water Authority Compliance Assurance
Program.

3.3.5.2 Groundwater Surveillance:

Samples of groundwater were obtained from a network of shallow surveil-
lance wells which have been installed in the vicinity of several locations where
a potential has existed for the percolation of radioactivity from the surface
downward into the saturated zone of groundwater. These include areas adjacent
to the on-site recharge basins, the sand filter beds, the Peconic River, the
solid waste management area, the former open dump, the sanitary landfill and the
decontamination facility sump. The locations of most of these groundwater sur-
veillance wells are shown in Figure 8, except for those installed at the
landfill and solid waste management area which are shown in Figure 9.

For convenience in assessing the data, the wells have been divided into
several groups. Yearly average gross alpha, gross beta, and tritium activity
concentrations of the wells adjacent to the sand filter beds, and downstream on
the Peconic River are summarized in Table 15. During the year, at least one sam—
ple each from locations adjacent to the recharge basins and from locations imme-
dlately adiacent to the sand filter beds and the Peconic River were analyzed for

Osr and 7cs. Corresponding information for wells downstream (with reference
to groundwater movement) of the solid waste management area, the landfill and
former dump zones, and the decontamination facility sump (about 1 km east of the
HFBR) are also summarized in Table 15. Since the aquifer underlying Nassau and
Suffolk Counties has been designated as a "Sole Source" (24), the EPA Drinking
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TABLE 15

1982 BNL Environmental Monitoring

Groundwater Surveillance Wells: Average Radionclide, Metals, and Water Quality Data

0
el
1 ©
- )
8 8 FolS
o 0 e M
Eg 3 8 .5 $ 3 3B
d > o @ > o ] o £ PN«
E3 (] ~ o B Hoo; &= ~ L w b
LY 3 o ¢ Y © O ~ B ] 59 @
— wgooa 3 H 0w o o MM LB 173 o é &
LAl oL O e} o 0 >y ~ s ] 0 I I
2 - 3 &8 & o ) 3 8 8 & & § A8 8§ #¥ && A §= & &
-6 .
10 uCi/e ppm
Sand Filter Beds and Peconic River Area
XA 1 0.53 8.54 0.80 5280 0.002 0.0011 0,003 0.008 0.144 0,004 0.253 7.7 25.0 0.73 0.01 190 200 12 5.2
XB 1 0.69 7.10 0.35 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.255 0.004 4.280 7.5 5.5 0.37 0.01 45 62 10 5.6
Xc 1 0.60 7.06 1.34 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.006 1.280 0.004 0.582 10.5 7.5 0.35 0.01 86 49 9 5.1
XD 1 0.28 3.69 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.250 0.004 0.242 8.3 5.0 0.13 0.01 31 42 9 4.8
XE 1 0.29 4.18 0.30 1290 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.012 0.124 0.004 0.568 7.2 8.5 2.31 0.01 66 75 12 4.9
XF 2 0.30 1.38 <0.09 170 0.002 0,0008 0.002 0.014 0.326 0.010 1.450 4.8 7.4 0.14 0.01 66 45 11 5.7
XH 1 0.31 3.61 0.14 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.017 4.020 0.004 1.050 4.2 7.5 0.09 0.01 52 45 11 5.1
XI 1 0.62 7.68 0.85 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.012 0.004 0.192 5.0 8.0 0.09 0.01 40 47 9 4.8
XJ 1 0.24 1.37 0.63 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.327 0.004 0,193 8.4 7.5 0.77 0.01 40 50 9 4.9
XK 1 1.52 11.89 1.88 2160 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.004 2.190 0.004 0.110 2.7 23.0 0.33 0.05 141 170 9 5.8
XL 1 1.15 19.71 2.45 3140 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.004 2.510 0.004 0.090 3.1 26.0 0.72 0.02 130 163 11 5.5
XM 1 0.77 14.35 0.49 136,000 0.002 0.0017 0.003 0.593 0.896 0.004 1.120 6.9 25.0 4.06 0.24 141 160 18 5.5
XN 1 1.53 4.86 0.22 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.010 4.020 0.004 0.250 2.5 7.0 0.90 0.01 90 49 8 5.0
X0 1 b b 1.23 b 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.015 0.004 0.222 4.8 10.5 0.21 0.01 47 58 8 4.5
XR(a) 1 0.57 3.07 1.33 250 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.080 0.040 0.014 1.910 11.2 9.0 0.05% 0.01 39 36 11 a
xs(c) 1 1.32 3.93 0.25 300 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.006 4.340 0.004 0.130 10.1 9.0 0.25 0.44 57 63 11 4.8
XT 1 0.25 0.55 0.47 300 0.002 0.0006 "0.003 0.003 1.880 0.004 0.080 1.2 5.5 0.05 0.63 66 76 11 5.8
XU 1 b b 0.66 b 0.002 0.0006 0.004 0.007 5.670 0.004 0.196 3.5 11.0 0.09 0.01 123 70 10 4.6
Xv(c) 1 b b <0.09 b 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.002 0.004 0.110 4.2 9.5 1.36 0.59 97 115 11 5.8
XW 1 0.34 3.33 0.18 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.008 0.680 0.004 0.144 2.6 24.5 0.05 0.27 115 109 11 4.9
XX 1 0.65 9.13 2.21 960 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 9.810 0.004 0.104 4.2 15.5 0.12 0.01 111 99 9 5.5
Xy 1 0.27 3.97 0.93 170 0.002 0.0006 ©0.003 0.003 0.222 0.004 0.263 4.0 7.0 0.28 0.01 50 59 10 5.0
Xz 14 0.52 3.96 <0.09 2000 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.007 0.029 0.004 0.302 0.8 16.5 0.30 0.01 71 88 9 5.5
X1 1 0.26 1.44 0.25 250 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.010 0.004 0.330 9.5 7.0 0.44 0.31 41 36 11 3.2
X2 1 0.24 1.32 <0.09 4240 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.050 0.004 0.570 2.9 24.0 0.05 0.01 88 90 11 2.4
X4 1 b b 0.93 b 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.630 0.004 0.020 1.3 21.5 0.05 0.06 104 135 8 5.8
X5 2 b b 0.24 b 0.002 ©0.0006 0.002 0.004 0.023 0.004 0.115 5.6 6.1 0.17 0.01 51 44 11 5.2
Waste Management Area
WB 1 0.79 10.64 5.85 260 0.002 0.0006 0.002 0.004 0.160 0.004 0.277 3.4 8.0 0.05 0.01 b 70 11 5.2
wC 1 0.28 10.61 7.20 950 0.002 0.0006 0.021 0.005 0.550 - 0.220 2.8 10.5 0.28 0.01 96 68 11 4.9
WD 1 0.82 23.38 9.05 3050 0.002 0.0006 0.002 0.004 0.130 0.010 0.476 9.2 6.5 1.10 0.01 77 85 10 5.1
WE 1 0.46 24.52 8.88 1380 0.002 0.0006 0.002 0.002 0.030 0.004 0.216 9.2 5.5 1.34 0.01 55 70 9 5.1
W1 1 0.49 5.42 <0.09 170 0.002 00,0006 0.003 0.022 0.506 0.004 0.305 3.7 6.0 0.36 0.01 53 58 10 5.1
wJ 1 0.42 7.87 1.16 390 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.523 0.014 0.377 6.2 7.0 0.69 0.01 57 68 9 4.7
WK 1 0.70 104.40 32.20 16,900 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.019 0.164 0.004 0.259 6.4 7.5 2.97 0.01 102 110 10 4.9
WL 1 1.29 103.30 29.40 b 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.008 0.235 0.014 0,303 6.6 12.0 3.05 0.01 101 128 9 5.3
WN 1 0,12 2,36 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0061 0,003 0.003 0.111 0.004 0.096 7.2 10.0 0.51 0.01 82 100 8 5.2
WW 1 0.27 1.27 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.043 0.216 0.004 1.420 9.7 12.9 0.32 0.20 59 70 11 5.4
Wl 1 0.61 82.62 24.60 7780 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.009 0.004 0.364 7.1 5.5 1.49 0.01 58 80 10 5.1
w2 1 0.49 24.74 8.62 450 0.002 0.0006 0.018 0.110 0.647 0.112 0.677 8.6 11.5 1.18 0.01 30 128 9 5.5
w3 1 0.24 1.75 0.42 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.004 0.310 0.004 0.315 5.9 7.5 0.69 0.01 68 65 9 5.1
w4 1 0.21 1.66 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.004 0.024 0.004 0.555 8.9 6.0 0.15 0.10 32 38 9 5.2
WS 1 0.38 2.42 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.240 0.004 0.346 7.8 3.5 0.57 0.28 58 42 9 4.9
wé 2 0.40 2.48 b 180 0.002 0.0006 0.002 0.004 0.219 0.022 0.247 6.2 15.8 0.65 0.01 204 318 10 6.4
w7 1 0.28 1.90 <0.09 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.050 0.004 0.444 3.7 10.0 1.27 0.01 78 118 9 5.3
w8 1 0.38 3.15 0.16 170 0.002 0.0006 0.003 0.003 0.044 0.004 0.688 7.6 9.0 0.54 0.01 135 42 9 5.0
18 1 0.42 6.70 <0.09 1320 0.002 N.0006 0.003 N.003 1124 0 0NA 0003 5.R a.n