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1.0 DEFINITION

An outbreak or an epidemic exists when there are more cases of a particular disease than expected in a given area, or among a specific group of people, over a particular period of time.  An aggregation of cases in a given area over a particular period, regardless of whether the number of cases is more than expected, is a cluster.  In an outbreak or epidemic, we usually presume that the cases are related to one another or that they have a common cause.
2.0  POLICY 
   Any healthcare provider having knowledge of any outbreak or undue prevalence of infectious or                      parasitic disease or infestation shall promptly report the facts to the Infection Control Practitioner or              OMC who will then contact the local health department.  The following are examples of diseases,                  outbreaks of which are to be so reported: epidemic gastroenteritis, epidemic keratoconjunctivitis,                    impetigo, chickenpox, influenza and scabies.

     IN ADDITION:

     IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS AND WORK RESTRICTIONS

     See Attachment 1

         Guidelines for work restrictions for personnel with infectious diseases
     THE FOLLOWING ARE THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN IF AN EXPOSURE IS SUSPECTED

      See Attachment 2 

        Steps to be taken if an exposure is suspected
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