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LIFE SCIENCES QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMITTEE

Purpose
To review all human subjects research protocols performed at BNL and advise the Associate Laboratory Director (ALD) for Life Sciences on the appropriateness of submission of the protocol to the Institutional Review Board.

Membership

The Associate Laboratory Director (ALD) for Life Sciences appoints the members to the Life Sciences Quality Assurance Committee (LSQAC) upon recommendation of the LSQAC Chair.  The period of appointment is for a three year, renewable term.  The membership expiration dates should be staggered so that 1/3 of the memberships expire each year. The LSQAC may solicit advice and/or expertise from other CRC staff or consultants as required.  

The ORA Administrator prepares letters for the ALD to appoint LSQAC members.  The member replies to the ORA Administrator, who maintains appointment correspondence.

Committee composition shall be as follows:

a) At least five members

b) A Chair and Deputy Chair

c) At least one member from each of the PET and MRI Groups

The LSQAC Secretary shall be present at each meeting or designate a substitute.

Minutes and Committee Records

Records Storage: All LSQAC records are maintained in the ORA.  Records are held for a minimum of 75 years.

Minutes and Agendas of meetings are filed chronologically.  Minutes are taken at the meeting and are to be as inclusive as possible so as to accurately record the breadth of LSQAC’s discussion.  Minutes shall include the time of meeting, members present, arrival and departure of members during the meeting, all discussions and decisions.  Minutes from the prior meeting are mailed with the next agenda for LSQAC members to review.  Any corrections/comments to the minutes are noted in the minutes of the next meeting.  The minutes are considered final following these corrections and are sent to the ALD for Life Sciences.  

Procedures

Meeting Schedule and Requirements
a) The LSQAC shall meet as required.
b) The Chair of the LSQAC will report to the ALD as needed.

c) The LSQAC Secretary shall record minutes of each meeting and prepare and track correspondence to and from Principal Investigators  

Duties and Responsibilities 
a) The duties and responsibilities of the LSQAC are to review the following:

i) Scientific merit

ii) Appropriateness of conducting the proposed study at Brookhaven;

iii) Adequacy of funding and department resources to support this project;

v) Appropriateness of the expertise and experience of the PI and project personnel;

vi) Scientific processes (such as isotope preparation, machine calibration and tissue culture work) related to the protocol are adequately performed and controlled so as to support the level of risk factors listed by the PI. 

b) When the LSQAC is satisfied that the protocol meets the above conditions, the Chair signs the PI Request Form.

c) Initial applications and major addenda will be reviewed by the full LSQAC.  

d) Continuing reviews and minor addenda will be reviewed by expedited review by the LSQAC Chair or designee.

e) Submissions for data analysis only, terminations or minor revsions do not require LSQAC review.

