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h) Investigate and review occurrence and accident reports including root causes, 
corrective actions and lessons learned information. 

i) Keep minutes of each meeting documenting the issues discussed and activities of 
the Committee. 

 
2. The Chair of the Physics Department ESSH Committee may appoint a Sub-

Committee to act in lieu of the full Committee or to review and report its findings and 
recommendations to the full Committee for their action. 

 
3. A quorum for making ESSH decisions consists of at least four ESSH Committee 

Members three of whom are Physics Department Employees. 
 

4. In the absence of the ESSH Committee Chair or Co-Chairs, an ESH Coordinator may 
function as an acting chair. 

 
II. EXPERIMENTAL SAFETY REVIEW COMMITTEE 

A. Experimental Safety Review Committee Assignments  

The Department Chair has appointed the Physics Department ESSH Committee to 
serve as the Experiment Safety Review Committee.  

B. Experimental Safety Reviews (ESR) 

1. The Committee: 
 

a) Reviews written documentation forwarded to the Committee by the Experimental 
Safety Review Coordinator 

b) Discusses the ESR with Committee members.  
c) Discusses with, or acquires additional information from project personnel, subject 

matter experts and compliance representatives.  
d) Inspects the project work area(s) prior to approval of the ESR.  (This can be done 

by a subset of the Committee.) 
e) Makes recommendations to the Principal Investigator for safety improvements 

and additional training. 
f) Sends a copy of the approved ESR Form to the Department Chair for final 

approval and signature.  
 

2. The Committee has the authority in conjunction with the Department Chair to: 
 

a) Refuse to allow an experiment to proceed until its recommendations are 
implemented. 

b) Stop an existing project when it is operating outside the agreed upon safety 
envelope. 
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C. Review of the Experimental Safety Review Process and Forms 

1. The Committee reviews the process and form annually or whenever Laboratory-wide 
changes are made to the Experimental Safety Review Subject Area. 

2. Modifies the process and form to meet all compliance requirements and/or promote 
Departmental safety initiatives. 

III. ACCIDENT/INCIDENT INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 

A. Accident/Incident Investigation Committee Assignments  

The Department Chair has appointed the Physics Department ESSH Committee to 
serve as the Accident/Incident Investigation Committee but may appoint a separate 
group of people for this purpose. 

B. The Accident/Incident Investigation Committee: 
 

1. Complies with the provisions of the appropriate Subject Areas such as Events/Issues 
Management Investigation of Incidents/Accidents/Injuries, Occurrence Reporting and 
Processing System (ORPS), and others as necessary. 

2. Reviews all incidents brought to its attention through the Department Chair or the 
ESSH Committee Chair. 

3. Decides what level of investigation will be undertaken. 
4. Charges the Group Leader that owns the incident or others with performing the initial 

investigation. 
5. Reviews the Group Leader's Investigation Report and decides if further 

investigation/action is necessary. 
6. Sends a formal report to the Department Chair. If the committee is an "ad hoc" 

committee, they shall also send a copy to the ESSH Committee Chair. 
7. Disseminates information about the accident/incident to the Group Leaders, Group 

Safety Coordinators, and Department Staff along with Lessons Learned. 
8. Provides Lessons Learned to the Lessons Learned Coordinator for possible lab-wide 

distribution. 

IV. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE (EAC) 

A. The Environmental Assessment Committee is appointed by the Department Chair 
and consists of at least: 

1. The Department EMS Representative 
2. The Department Environmental Compliance Representative 

https://sbms.bnl.gov/sbmsearch/subjarea/130/130_SA.cfm?parentID=130
https://sbms.bnl.gov/sbmsearch/subjarea/74/74_SA.cfm?parentID=74
https://sbms.bnl.gov/sbmsearch/subjarea/74/74_SA.cfm?parentID=74
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B. The Committee: 

1. Conducts an annual Environmental Management System Assessment as required by 
the Environmental Assessment Subject Area. 

2. Reports findings and pollution prevention opportunities to the Department Chair. 
3. Tracks and ensures closure of corrective actions. 
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