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Who is NUFO? 

 NUFO is an organization uniting the national user facilities 
 NUFO represents the interests of USERS – scientists who conduct 

research at US national scientific user facilities, as well as those of 
US scientists who conduct research at facilities outside the US 

 NUFO facilitates communication among users, user organizations, 
facility administrators, and other stakeholders 

 NUFO seeks to provide a unified message at the national level on 
issues of resources for science, economic competitiveness, and 
education for the next-generation scientific workforce 

 Mission is to educate people regarding the benefits and significance 
of research conducted at user facilities and their operational needs 
 



NUFO: Four Pillars 
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NUFO Demographics 

 45,000 scientists working at the 46 largest federally-funded user facilities 
 Facilities are located in 17 states 
 Facilities are primarily by DOE and NSF 
 Institutions from every state in the union work at user facilities 
 Represent ~ 600 universities in the U.S. and 400 more universities from 

abroad 
 400 companies work at user facilities; 45 Fortune 500 companies, and 22 

Fortune 100 companies, scores of small businesses 
 More than 7,100 students and postdoctoral researchers 

 
 



NUFO:  Organization 

 NUFO is organized into two major branches:  User Organization 
Representatives and User Administrators. Both branches work together 
closely to fulfill the overall NUFO mission.  

– User Representative focus primarily on outreach activities (e.g., User Science Exhibition) 
– User Administrators focus on streamlining processes to facilitate access (e.g., 

benchmarking)  

 Elected Steering Committee (3 user representatives, 3 user administrators, 
3 elected members, up to 5 appointed members) 
– Business is done primarily via weekly teleconferences 
– Meet in person once/twice a year 

 Anyone who is currently or has been associated with a national facility 
may ask to become a Friend of NUFO 

 Anyone associated with a user facility can join a Working Group 
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NUFO Organization 



NUFO: Working Groups 

1. Administrative Affairs 
2. Cyber and Computing Affairs 
3. Social Media Outreach 
4. University Relations 
5. Industrial Access and Interactions 
6. User Data Management 

Mission Statement 
List Server Link 
Members List 
Join a Working Group 



NUFO 2012 Events* 

 AAS meeting in January  
 AAAS meeting in February 
 APS meeting in February 
 User Science Exhibition on Capitol Hill in March 
 USA Science and Engineering Festival in April 
 NUFO Annual Meeting in June 
 ACA Meeting in July 

 
 

 
 
*Unable to attend ACS and MRS meeting in 2012 



User Science Exhibition in DC 



User Science Exhibition in DC 



User Science Exhibition in DC 



NUFO:  Testimony to Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology 



USA Science & Engineering Festival, DC 
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What has NUFO Done for You? 

 2009 NUFO report on participation by Industrial Users in Research at 
National User Facilities: Status, Issues, and Recommendations was 
submitted to the Office of Science    

  In 2009-2010 NUFO invited to worked with the DOE to rewrite Order 
142.3A (Foreign Visits & Assignments)  

 In 2011 NUFO was asked again by DOE to comment on suggested further 
changes to the Order    

 In 2011 NUFO was asked by the General Counsel for Technology Transfer 
and Intellectual Property at DOE to comment on a re-evaluation of the 
User Agreements 

 In 2011 compiled a list of scientific research done by Fortune 500 
Companies which was used by Office of Science at testimony to Congress  
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What has NUFO Done for You? 

 In 2011 invited to organize a User Science Exhibition for the House 
 December 2011 invited to speak at the Association of American 

Universities meeting to discuss universities and user facilities 
 In 2012 received invitation to organize a User Science Exhibition for both 

the House and the Senate 
 2012 NUFO invited to testify at a Science, Space, and Technology 

Subcommittee on Energy and Environment hearing titled “Department of 
Energy User Facilities:  Utilizing the Tools of Science to Drive Innovation 
through Fundamental  Research”  
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NUFO In the News 
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How Can You Get Involved 

 Consider either individually or in small groups contacting or visiting federal 
representatives to educate them on the importance of your science and 
the role that user facilities in that science 

 Be a NUFO liaison at  your university or corporation 
 Help educate your colleagues by spreading the word about NUFO  
• Volunteer to help fulfill NUFO’s mission 
 We need ideas and suggestions in planning  user facility symposium at 

professional society meetings 
 If you identify a concern that broadly affects facility users, let us know. 

 
 

19 



Remember 

 Users have a voice through NUFO 
 

 NUFO needs your help 
 

 You are the best spokespersons for the scientific and economic value of 
user facilities in our nation 
 

 Describe your connection to user facilities and your scientific 
achievements using them when you speak about your science  
 
 

THE FUTURE OF AMERICA IS THE RESEARCH OF TODAY 
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