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Abstract
We will discuss the present state of 
science and technology in Africa, es-
pecially as regards their impact on 
African nations’ economies, environ-
ment and health. More specifically, 
there are many initiatives presently 
underway and we will discuss three 
of them. First, we will describe the 
African Laser Centre, which is a net-
work of laser researchers in Africa 
that has grown to involve more than 
thirty laboratories across the conti-
nent.  We will describe its genesis, 
programs and major successes since 
its launch in 2003.  Next, we will dis-
cuss the proposed Julius K. Nyerere 
University of Science, Technology and 
Innovation in the Mara Region of Tan-
zania and a model for the university 
that we proposed. Finally, we will pro-
vide highlights and outputs from the 
First African Light Source Conference 
and Workshop that was convened at 
the European Synchrotron Radiation 
Facility (ESRF) in Grenoble, France 
during November 2015. We have been 
involved in all three initiatives.  Thus, 
we will report on our activities and 
speculate on what the future holds  
for their successes.


