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Abstract *

We will discuss the presentistate of
science and technology in Africaess,
_pecially as regards their impact on
Aftican nations’ economies, enwron-
ment and health. More specifit A
“there are many initiatives presently »
underway and we will discuss tlll;he‘)%;gaw o
of them. First, we will dleséribe’ “thes
African Laser Centre, whichis a net-
work of laser researchers in Africa
that has grown to involve more than
thirty laboratories across the conti= -
nent. We will describe its genesis,
programs and major successes since
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