
Obituary: Janet Sillas 

Janet Sillas, who joined BNL’s Director’s Office as a secretary in July 1974, 
and retired from the Public Affairs Office on January 17, 1997, passed away 
on February 26, 2015. She was 84 years old. 

All are welcome to join Janet's family and friends for her memorial service 
on Saturday, June 27th, at 2:30 pm, at the Wading River Cemetery, North 
Wading River Rd, Wading River 11792. 

Janet's first job at the Lab was as secretary assisting with BNL’s 
environmental impact statement. After becoming part of the Lab’s first 
technology transfer effort, she moved to Public Affairs in June 1977. 

Wherever she worked or played, Janet was a star, contributing not only her 
musical and comedic talents, but also a commitment to helping and getting 
things done. On a local level, this was acknowledged in the following 
obituary published on the front page of Wading River’s Community Journal: 
 



Janet’s stardom at BNL is evident in the frequency and variety of events for 
which she appeared in the Brookhaven Bulletin. Some of the stories are 
reprinted below. 

April 28, 1990: 



September 16, 1994: 



October 6, 1989 

Our private Bulletin files only go back so far, so the following three items 
were taken from the online archive at http://www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/
bulletin/default.asp for which items were not scanned at high quality. 
Nonetheless, Janet’s charm and versatility shine through. 

http://www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/bulletin/default.asp


 

 Top left: July 20, 1981 

 Above and at left: 
           November 4, 1977


