July 19, 2012

Captains-

Effective immediately all composite bats are banned from BNL softball.  This is due to the amount of concern expressed to me by multiple players as well as captains in the league, not to mention the fact that BNL has had several serious injuries recently. I did not come to this decision lightly as I took into consideration many factors regarding the use of composite bats.  However, I am receiving too many reports of extremely hard hit balls and the danger they are posing to infielders not to mention the pitchers. As a league we cannot afford to have an injury where the answer was to simply remove an item that is capable of posing a threat. The Board and I will do our best to have something in writing and into the BNL modified rules as soon as we can but in the meantime here are some guidelines;

1) If you are not sure if you have a composite bat or not use the internet or contact the manufacturer to find out. Please check all your bats. Captains are responsible for all bats that your team is using.

2) If a team suspects another team of using a composite, bring it to the attention of the umpire. If the bat in question turns out to be a composite it shall be removed from play immediately and I would require a phone call from both of the captains ASAP explaining the details of what happened.

3) As of right now the penalties will be for teams caught using illegal bats. (This is not per game. This is total for season)

· 1st offense--Warning

· 2nd offense—Forfeit game

· 3rd  offense ---Forfeit of season (Banned from playing remainder of year)

4) My suggestion is that you tell your players to not bring the bats or leave them in their car. Illegal bats even just leaning against the fence next to your other ones will be considered in use. (There is no reason to have them there if they can’t be used)

Please pass this on to all your players and I require ALL captains to send me a response to this e-mail saying that they have read and understood it. You will not be allowed to play your next game if I do not receive a response. 

If anyone has any concerns or comments regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thanks,

Eric 

ekramer@bnl.gov
x8226

