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Link to NPR Radio Series on the Link to NPR Radio Series on the 
History of the Danube RiverHistory of the Danube River

CHECK IT OUT!CHECK IT OUT!

http://www.npr.org/programs/atc/features/2002/danube/#stories

http://www.npr.org/programs/atc/features/2002/danube/#stories


Donaueschingen, GermanyDonaueschingen, Germany
The start of the Danube River at the confluence of the Brigach The start of the Danube River at the confluence of the Brigach 
Brigach and Breg  rivers, from which the town gets its nameBrigach and Breg  rivers, from which the town gets its name



Donaueschingen, GermanyDonaueschingen, Germany
The start of the Danube River at the confluence of the Brigach The start of the Danube River at the confluence of the Brigach 
Brigach and Breg  rivers, from which the town gets its name Brigach and Breg  rivers, from which the town gets its name 



A Good Week, 126 mi., ending at Ulm.A Good Week, 126 mi., ending at Ulm.



Ulm Minster (German: Ulmer Münster, literally: minster) is a Lutheran
church located in Ulm, Germany; it is the tallest church in the world, 
with a steeple measuring 161.53 metres (530 ft) and containing 768 
steps. Although sometimes referred to as Ulm Cathedral because of its 
great size, the church is not a cathedral as it has never been the seat of 
a bishop. (The responsible bishop of the Evangelical State Church in 
Württemberg - member of the Evangelical Church in Germany - resides 
in Stuttgart.) Ulm Minster is a famous example of Gothic ecclesiastical 
architecture. Like Cologne Cathedral (Kölner Dom) - another building 
begun in the Gothic era - the Ulm Münster was not completed until the 
19th century. From the top level at 143 metres (470 ft) there is a 
panoramic view of Ulm in Baden-Württemberg and Neu-Ulm in Bavaria
and, in clear weather, a vista of the Alps from Säntis to the Zugspitze. 
The final stairwell to the top (known as the third Gallery) is a tall, 
spiraling staircase that has barely enough room for one person.
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Week Two, 178 miles (304 total), ending near Week Two, 178 miles (304 total), ending near 
NiederalteichNiederalteich



End of Week Two, Just North of NiederalteichEnd of Week Two, Just North of Niederalteich



Things to see in NiederaltaichThings to see in Niederaltaich

Gerhard Neumann Gerhard Neumann 
MuseumMuseum
http://en.wikipedia.org/http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Gerhard_Neumannwiki/Gerhard_Neumann

Niederaltaich AbbeyNiederaltaich Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Niederaltaich_Abbewiki/Niederaltaich_Abbe
yy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerhard_Neumann
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerhard_Neumann
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niederaltaich_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niederaltaich_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niederaltaich_Abbey


End of Week Three, 142 miles (446 total), just a few End of Week Three, 142 miles (446 total), just a few 
miles west of Melk, Austriamiles west of Melk, Austria



Things to see in MelkThings to see in Melk
Maria Taferl Maria Taferl 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Taferlhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Taferl

Melk Abbey Melk Abbey 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melkhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melk

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Taferl
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melk


End of Week Four, 164 miles (610 total), just a few End of Week Four, 164 miles (610 total), just a few 
miles west of Kommiles west of Komáárno Slovakiarno Slovakia



This week took us past Vienna Austria, Bratislava, the capitol This week took us past Vienna Austria, Bratislava, the capitol 
city of Slovakia and very close to Komcity of Slovakia and very close to Komáárno Slovakia. Here the rno Slovakia. Here the 

Danube demarcates Slovakia and Hungary.Danube demarcates Slovakia and Hungary.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kom%C3%A1rnohttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kom%C3%A1rno

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kom%C3%A1rno


End of Week Five, 155 miles (765 total), ending in End of Week Five, 155 miles (765 total), ending in 
Paks, Hungary.Paks, Hungary.



Week five took us past Budapest Week five took us past Budapest 
((http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapesthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapest), the capitol city of Hungary, ), the capitol city of Hungary, 

and is regarded as one of the most beautiful in the world!!!and is regarded as one of the most beautiful in the world!!!

Parliament BuildingParliament Building

Royal CastleRoyal Castle

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapest


This week took us to Paks, Hungary. Home to HungaryThis week took us to Paks, Hungary. Home to Hungary’’s only s only 
nuclear power plant which supplies 40% of Hungarynuclear power plant which supplies 40% of Hungary’’s power.s power.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paks

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paks


End of Week Six, 96 miles (861total). From Hungary, we are movinEnd of Week Six, 96 miles (861total). From Hungary, we are moving into the g into the 
the former Yugoslavia, which included six provinces, which over the former Yugoslavia, which included six provinces, which over the years and the years and 

and through much strife, have succeeded into autonomous states. and through much strife, have succeeded into autonomous states. We are We are 
moving along the Croatia/Serbia border and are now near the smalmoving along the Croatia/Serbia border and are now near the small Croatian l Croatian 

town of  town of  ErdutErdut. . 



Here is the small Croatian town of Here is the small Croatian town of ErdutErdut..



End of Week Seven 180mi. (1040 total). We have moved away from CEnd of Week Seven 180mi. (1040 total). We have moved away from Croatia roatia 
and well into Serbia. We have passed the Capitol of Belgrade andand well into Serbia. We have passed the Capitol of Belgrade and are near the are near the 

the very small town of Ram.the very small town of Ram.



This week took us past Belgrade (This week took us past Belgrade (http://http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgradeen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade)).. Belgrade has Belgrade has 
the status of a separate territorial unit in Serbia, with its owthe status of a separate territorial unit in Serbia, with its own autonomous city n autonomous city 
government. Its territory is divided into 17 municipalities, eacgovernment. Its territory is divided into 17 municipalities, each having its own local h having its own local 
council. It covers 3.6% of the territory of Serbia, and 24% of tcouncil. It covers 3.6% of the territory of Serbia, and 24% of the country's population he country's population 
population lives in the city. Belgrade is the central economic hpopulation lives in the city. Belgrade is the central economic hub of Serbia, and the ub of Serbia, and the 
capital of Serbian education and science. capital of Serbian education and science. 

Republic Square National Museum

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade


Here is the small Serbian town of Ram.Here is the small Serbian town of Ram.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ram_(Veliko_Gradi%C5%A1te)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ram_(Veliko_Gradi%C5%A1te)


With Sarajevo to our SouthWith Sarajevo to our South……..Some History of ..Some History of 
the Region. The Start of the Great War.the Region. The Start of the Great War.

World War I started with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austria- Hungarian 
throne, in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 by a member of the Black Hand, a Serbian nationalist secret society.

Austria-Hungary's reaction to the death of their heir was three weeks in coming. It issued an ultimatum 
to Serbia, which demanded that the assassins be brought to justice. Serbia had Slavic ties with Russia. In 
order to protect itself, the Austria-Hungarian government sought assurances that Germany would come 
to her aid should Russia declare war on Austria-Hungary. Germany, itching to use its military muscle, 
readily agreed.

Things moved quickly thereafter. Austria-Hungary, unsatisfied with Serbia's response to her ultimatum 
declared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914. Russia, bound by treaty to Serbia, mobilized its vast army. 
Germany, allied to Austria-Hungary by treaty, viewed the Russian mobilization as an act of war against 
Austria-Hungary, and declared war on Russia on 1 August. France, bound by treaty to Russia, responded 
by announcing war against Germany and Austria-Hungary on 3 August. Germany promptly responded 
on 4 August by invading neutral Belgium to open a quick path to Paris. Britain, allied to Belgium 
declared war against Germany on 4 August. In just a little over a month all of Europe was at war. 



End of Week Eight 89 mi. (1130 total). We are now moving End of Week Eight 89 mi. (1130 total). We are now moving 
along the Serbia Romania border. along the Serbia Romania border. 



This week took us past the medieval landmark called This week took us past the medieval landmark called 
GolubacGolubac Fortress.    Fortress.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golubac_Fortresshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golubac_Fortress. . 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golubac_Fortress


We ended this week just beyond the Iron Gate We ended this week just beyond the Iron Gate 
hydroelectric dam and are very close to the Romanian hydroelectric dam and are very close to the Romanian 

town of town of DrobetaDrobeta TurnuTurnu SeverinSeverin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Gate_I_Hydro_Power_Plant

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Gate_I_Hydro_Power_Plant


The Southern Region of the Carpathian Mountains The Southern Region of the Carpathian Mountains 
Includes the Iron Gates on the Danube as well as Lake Includes the Iron Gates on the Danube as well as Lake 

BucuraBucura, pictured here, Just to the North., pictured here, Just to the North.



End of Week Nine 157 mi. (1287 total). End of Week Nine 157 mi. (1287 total). 



We ended this week just short of We ended this week just short of OryahovoOryahovo Bulgaria.Bulgaria.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oryahovo

Statue of Vasil Levski

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasil_Levski

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasil_Levski


End of Week Ten 137 mi. (1424 total). End of Week Ten 137 mi. (1424 total). 



This week took us past the big cities of Ruse Bulgaria, This week took us past the big cities of Ruse Bulgaria, 
and Giurgiu Romania and just past and Giurgiu Romania and just past RyahovoRyahovo Bulgaria.Bulgaria.

Ruse Bulgaria
Monument of Freedom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument_of_
Liberty%2C_Rousse

Ryahovo in the winter

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument_of_Liberty%2C_Rousse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument_of_Liberty%2C_Rousse


We are also just 30 Miles South of Beautiful City of We are also just 30 Miles South of Beautiful City of 
Bucharest Romania.Bucharest Romania.

Palace of the Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_the_Parliament

The City also Hosted Michael Jackson Live on HBO from 
the National Stadium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_in_Bucharest:_The_Dan
gerous_Tour

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_the_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_in_Bucharest:_The_Dangerous_Tour
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_in_Bucharest:_The_Dangerous_Tour


End of Week Eleven. 150 mi. (1574 total). End of Week Eleven. 150 mi. (1574 total). 



This week took us past the historical town of This week took us past the historical town of 
TutrakanTutrakan Bulgaria and Bulgaria and SilistraSilistra. . 

Tutrakan Bulgaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutrakan

There’s one of those boats again!

Silistra Bulgaria, where 
the Danube cuts back into 
Romania.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutrakan


We have also passed We have also passed CernavodaCernavoda Romania Romania 
((http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cernavod%C4%83) and and 

have landed in the middle of nowhere. The nearest town have landed in the middle of nowhere. The nearest town 
town is town is TufestiTufesti, the red dot in the right picture., the red dot in the right picture.

The Amazing Saligny Bridge, built 1895.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Carol_I_Bridge

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cernavod%C4%83
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cernavod%C4%83


End of Week Twelve. 211 mi. (1785 total). End of Week Twelve. 211 mi. (1785 total). 



This week took us past the historical Romanian cities of Braila This week took us past the historical Romanian cities of Braila 
and Galati. There is a proposal to merge these cities into a sinand Galati. There is a proposal to merge these cities into a single gle 

single metropolitan area. single metropolitan area. 
http://http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantemir_metropolitan_areaen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantemir_metropolitan_area

Braila Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Br%C4%83ila

Filotti Theatre in Braila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Filotti_Theatre

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Br%C4%83ila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Filotti_Theatre


This week we moved past the point on the Danube where This week we moved past the point on the Danube where 
Moldova and Ukraine meet with Romania. Moving along the Moldova and Ukraine meet with Romania. Moving along the 

Ukraine border we passed the historical Ukraine city of Ukraine border we passed the historical Ukraine city of IzmailIzmail..
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Izmailhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Izmail

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Izmail


WE DID IT !!WE DID IT !!



THE BLACK SEA !!THE BLACK SEA !!
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