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Five BNL scientists — Tim 
Hallman, Chi-Chang Kao, 

Dmitri Kharzeev, William 
Morse, and Yimei Zhu — have 
been named Fellows of the 
American Physical Society 
(APS), a professional organiza-
tion with more than 45,000 
members. Election to APS Fel-
lowship is limited to no more 
than one half of one percent of 
its membership in a given year, 
and election for this honor in-
dicates recognition by scientific 
peers for outstanding contribu-
tions to physics. The BNL sci-
entists are among 212 Fellows 
elected in 2006.

Tim Hallman, a senior physi-
cist in the Physics Department, 
was recognized “For his leader-
ship of the STAR experiment 
at the Relativistic Heavy Ion 
Collider at Brookhaven Na-
tional Laboratory.” Since 2002, 
Hallman has served as spokes-
person for the STAR experiment 
at the Relativistic Heavy Ion 
Collider (RHIC), a world-class 
scientific research facility that 
drives two intersecting beams 
of gold ions head-on to study 
the early universe. At RHIC, 
the STAR detector searches for 
quark-gluon plasma (QGP), the 
type of matter postulated to 
have existed just microseconds 
after the Big Bang.

Hallman earned his Ph.D. in 
physics from The Johns Hop-
kins University in 1982. After 
working as a postdoctoral and 
associate research scientist at 

Five BNL Scientists Named APS Fellows

Vol. 61 - No. 6 March 2, 2007

(continued on page 2)

R
og

er
 S

to
ut

en
bu

rg
h  

D
18

01
20

6
BNL Is First DOE Lab  
To Achieve OHSAS 18001

Clockwise from left, Dmitri Kharzeev, Tim Hallman, William Morse, Yimei 
Zhu, and Chi-Chang Kao. 

BNL Talk on Women and Heart Disease 
Congressman Bishop attends in support of American 
Heart Association’s ‘Go Red for Women’ initiative 

Photographed after the event are: (from left) William 
Hempfling, Human Resources & Occupational Medi-
cine Division (HROM) Director; Michael Thorn, BNL’s 
Health Promotion Program Coordinator; Jai Subra-
mani, HROM Physician; and BNL Deputy Director for 
Operations Mike Bebon.

BNL’s Gloria Bennett  
has her blood pressure mea-
sured by Pat Edwards of the  

Occupational Medicine Clinic.

U.S. Representative Tim 
Bishop (left) is welcomed 
by BNL Deputy Director for 
Operations Mike Bebon

Free blood-pressure checks, red tee-shirts and 
red pins were given out at noontime on Feb-

ruary 20 in Berkner Hall — all part of an event 
to demonstrate support for the American Heart 
Association’s “Go Red for Women” initiative 
highlighting the dangers of heart disease and 
stroke in America, most particularly in women.

U.S. Representative Tim Bishop addressed 
BNLers on the importance of learning about 
heart disease, which is one of his concerns for his 
constituents and the nation. Bill Thompson of 
the American Heart Association echoed Bishop’s 
remarks on this important topic and thanked 
him for his support in Congress.

Jai Subramani of the Clinic gave an informa-
tive talk on “Women and Heart Disease,” which, 
as she explained, is the number one killer of 
women in America. The event, which is part of 
a series of informative talks at BNL centering 
around women’s health issues, was organized 
by Michael Thorn, the Lab’s Health Promotion 
Program Coordinator, in the Human Resources & 
Occupational Medicine Division.  — Liz Seubert

On Thursday, February 15, in Berkner Hall, the Lab com-
munity joined Lab Director Sam Aronson and Assistant 

Laboratory Director for Environment, Safety, Health and 
Quality Jim Tarpinian in celebrating BNL’s becoming the first 
DOE lab to achieve registration with Occupational Health 
and Safety Assessment Series (OHSAS) 18001. 

Patrice Bubar, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Corporate 
Performance Assessments in DOE’s Office of Corporate 
Safety Analysis Assessments, and Michael Holland, DOE’s 
Brookhaven Site Office Manager, both extended warm con-
gratulations to BNL for achieving OHSAS 18001, which is an 
internationally recognized health and safety management 
system of excellence. They recognized the commitment of 
all at the Lab to health and safety, and looked forward to 
hearing about BNL’s future achievements in this field. 

Aronson and Tarpinian expressed their appreciation of 
the hard work and dedication of all at the Lab who had con-
tributed to this success. 

“Who benefits from our increased focus on achieving 
excellence in safety and health? All of us, and our families 
as well,” noted Aronson. “Our end objective in safety is not 
just to have ‘safe workers.’ We want to have ‘safe people’ 
who practice safety wherever they are. Congratulations to all 
and my thanks to everyone who worked so hard over the last 
three years to achieve this notable success.”

 Special thanks and congratulations went to Bob Selvey, 
Safety and Health Services (SHS) Division, and Pat Williams, 
SHS Division Manager, who led a team of BNL’s safety and 
health personnel whose members had ensured site-wide under-
standing and compliance to the principles of OHSAS 18001.

The initial success of the project began in 2004 when 
three major areas at the Lab, the Collider-Accelerator Depart-
ment and Central Fabrication Services and Plant Engineering 
Divisions, had achieved the first round of registration.

In 2005, the Phase II sections of the Lab achieving regis-
tration included: the Basic Energy Sciences Directorate, the 
Environmental and Waste Management Services and Instru-
mentation Divisions, National Synchrotron Light Source 
and Physics Departments, and Staff Services and Supercon-
ducting Magnet Divisions.

The Phase III areas achieving registration included the 
following directorates: Community, Education, Govern-
ment and Public Affairs; Energy, Environment, and National 
Security; Environment, Safety, Health and Quality; and Life 
Sciences; and the following divisions: Emergency Services; 
Finance; and Safeguards and Security, and all other support 
organizations reporting to the Director’s Office.

— Liz Seubert

Michael Holland, DOE’s Brook-
haven Site Office Manager

Patrice Bubar, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Corporate Perfor-
mance Assessments in DOE’s 
Office of Corporate Safety  
Analysis Assessments

the university, he joined DOE’s 
Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory in 1991 as a staff 
scientist. Later that year, he 
accepted a research physicist 
position at the University of 
California. Hallman joined BNL 
as a physicist in 1996. He is cur-
rently the STAR Group Leader.

Chi-Chang Kao, Chair of 
the National Synchrotron Light 
Source (NSLS) Department, was 
recognized “For his many con-
tributions to resonant elastic 
and inelastic x-ray scattering 
techniques and their applica-
tion to materials physics.” Dur-
ing his research at the NSLS, Kao 
has developed new x-ray scat-

tering techniques to study the 
electronic and magnetic proper-
ties of magnetic and strongly 
correlated materials. These tech-
niques have led to better under-
standing of the Earth’s interior 
and materials properties under 
extreme conditions.

Kao earned his Ph.D. in 
chemical engineering from Cor-
nell University in 1988. Shortly 
after, he joined BNL as a post-
doctoral research assistant at the 
NSLS. He was promoted to senior 
physicist in 2001. Kao is also an 
adjunct professor in the Depart-
ment of Physics and Astronomy 
at Stony Brook University.
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Lab Director Sam Aronson (left) and Assistant Laboratory Director 
for Environment, Safety, Health & Quality Jim Tarpinian 
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Calendar
of laboratory events

•  The BERA Store in Berkner Hall is open week-
days from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more informa-
tion on BERA events, contact Andrea Dehler, 
Ext. 3347, or Christine Carter, Ext. 2873.

•  Additional information for Hospitality Com-
mittee events may be found at the Lollipop 
House and the laundry in the apartment area.

• The Recreation Building #317 (Rec. Hall) 
is located in the apartment area.

• Contact names are provided for most 
events for more information.

•  Calendar events flagged with an asterisk (*) 
have an accompanying story in this week’s 
Bulletin.

Five BNL Scientists Named American Physical Society Fellows (cont’d)
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— EACH WEEK —
Weekdays: Free English for Speakers 
Of Other Languages Classes
Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced 
classes. Various times. All are wel-
come. Learn English, make friends. 
See www.bnl.gov/esol/schedule. html 
for schedule. Jen Lynch, Ext. 4894. 

Mondays: BNL Social & Cultural Club
Noon-1 p.m., Brookhaven Center, South 
Room, free beginners dance lessons. Rudy 
Alforque, Ext. 4733, alforque@bnl.gov.

Mondays: Pilates
12:15 & 5:15 p.m. Rec. Hall. Ext. 5090.

Mondays: Jiu Jitsu Club
6-7:30 p.m. B’haven Center. All lev-
els, ages 6 & up. $10/class. Tom, Ext. 
4556.

Mondays & Thursdays: Kickboxing
$5 per class. Noon-1 p.m. in the gym. 
Registration is required. Christine 
Carter, Ext. 5090.

Mon., Tue. & Thu: Ving Tsun Kung Fu
Noon-1 p.m., B’haven Center, North 
Room. Taught by Master William Moy. 
Scott Bradley, Ext. 5745, bradley@bnl.gov.

Mon., Thurs., & Fri.: Tai Chi
Noon-1 p.m., B’haven Center North 
Rm. Adam Rusek, Ext. 5830, rusek@
bnl.gov.

Tues. & Thurs: Jazzercise
Noon, Rec. Hall. Ext. 5090.

Tuesday & Thursday: Aerobic Fitness
5:15 p.m., Rec. Hall. 10 classes for  
$40 or $5 per class. Pat Flood, Ext. 
7866, flood@bnl.gov.

Tuesday & Thursday: Aqua Aerobics
5:15 p.m., Pool. Ext. 5090.

Tuesdays: Welcome Coffee
10 a.m-noon, apartment area gazebo. 
First Tuesday of every month is spe-
cial for Lab newcomers and leaving 
guests. Lisa Yang, 979-3937.

Tuesdays: BNL Music Club
Noon, B’haven Center, North Room. 
Come hear live music. Joe Vignola, 
Ext. 3846.

Tuesdays: Toastmasters
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, 
5:30 p.m., Bldg. 463, Room 160. 
Guests, visitors always welcome. www.
bnl.gov/bera/activities/toastmstrs/.

Tue., Wed. & Thu: Rec Hall Activities
5:30-9:30 p.m. General activities, TV, 
ping pong, chess, games, socializing. 
Christine Carter, Ext. 5090.

Wednesdays: On-Site Play Group 
10 a.m.-noon, Recreation Bldg. An 
infant/toddler drop-in event. Parents 
meet while children play. Petra Adams, 
821-9238.

Wednesdays: Ballroom Dance Class
B’haven Center, N. Ballroom.  Instruc-
tor: Giny Rae. Arup Ghosh, Ext. 3974; 
Donna Grabowski, Ext. 2720; or Vi-
nita Ghosh, Ext. 6226.

Wednesdays: Weight Watchers 
Noon-1 p.m. Michael Thorn, Ext. 8612.

Wednesdays: Yoga
Noon-1 p.m., B’haven Center. Free. 
Ila Campbell, Ext. 2206, ila@bnl.gov.

Wednesdays: Pilates
5:15 p.m., Rec Hall. Ext. 5090.

Thursdays: Reiki Healing Class
Noon-1 p.m., Bldg. 211 Conference 
Rm. Nicole Bernholc, Ext. 2027.

Fridays: Family Swim Night
5-8 p.m. BNL Pool. $5 per family.

Fridays: BNL Social & Cultural Club
Noon-1 p.m., B’haven Center, South 
Room, free beginners dance lessons. 
7-11:30 p.m. North Ballroom, Dance 
Social, workshops. Rudy Alforque, Ext. 
4733, alforque@bnl.gov.

CIGNA: Tuesdays, Bldg. 400 

A CIGNA Healthcare rep-
resentative will be on site in 
Human Resources, Bldg 400, 
on Tuesdays, to assist you with 
any claims issues that you have 
been unable to resolve yourself.  
Janice Petgrave will be avail-
able for 30-minute meetings, 
by appointment only, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Bring all pertinent docu-
mentation to your meeting. To 
schedule, call Linda Rundlett, 
Benefits Office, Ext. 5126.  

Noelle Cutter, a gradu-
ate student at  Stony 

Brook University (SBU), won 
the 2006 Renate W. Chas-
man Scholarship for Women.  
Brookhaven Women in Sci-
ence offers the scholarship to 
qualified candidates annually 
to encourage women to pursue 
careers in science, engineering 
or mathematics.

Named after the late Renate 
Chasman, a renowned physi-
cist who worked at BNL, the 
$2,000 scholarship is awarded 
each year to a re-entry woman 
— one whose college education 
was interrupted, but who has 
returned to pursue a degree on 
a half time or greater basis.

Noelle Cutter earned a B.S. 
in biology from Molloy Col-
lege in Rockville Center in 
2003, then went on to work 
as a biology associate at BNL, 
2004-06, before being accepted 
at SBU’s graduate program in 

With the 2006 Renate W. Chasman Scholarship winner Noelle Cutter 
(center) are Brookhaven Women in Science members on the scholarship 
committee (from left): Kathleen Barkigia, Vinita Ghosh, Aimee Sumereau, 
and Loralie Smart.

SBU Graduate Wins Chasman Scholarship

genetics in September 2006.
“As an undergraduate, I was 

a pre-med major at first, but 
then I became interested in re-
search, so I decided to work in 
that area to see if it suited me,” 

Cutter said. “That’s when I was 
fortunate enough to get the 
position at Brookhaven, which 
helped me tremendously in fo-
cusing on a new direction.”

At BNL, Cutter worked at the 

NASA Space Radiation Labora-
tory, a facility that simulates 
the harsh cosmic and solar 
radiation environment found 
in space so that researchers can 
determine its biological effects. 
Under the direction of Senior 
Scientist Betsy Sutherland, 
Biology Department, Cutter 
performed research on DNA 
damage to cell clusters due 
to space radiation and subse-
quent repair of that damage. 
The goal of these studies is to 
help assess risks to astronauts 
so that adequate preventive 
measures can be designed for 
long space missions.

Currently, Cutter performs 
research in genetics at Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory as 
part of her curriculum at SBU. 
She hopes to earn her Ph.D. in 
genetics in 2011, and to work 
in academia, teaching and pur-
suing research in her field.

— Diane Greenberg

Dmitri Kharzeev, who leads 
the Nuclear Theory Group in 
Physics, was recognized “For re-
search on the properties of mat-
ter at very high energy densities, 
and the theory of the high-en-
ergy limit of QCD.” Kharzeev’s 
work at BNL focuses on quan-
tum chromodynamics (QCD), a 
theory that describes the inter-
actions of subatomic particles. 
Working with data from particle 
collisions at RHIC, Kharzeev’s 
group probes QGP, the type of 
matter expected to have existed 
at the first millionth of a second 
after the Big Bang.

Kharzeev received his Ph.D. 
in physics from Moscow State 
University in 1990 and joined 
BNL in 1997 after holding posi-
tions at the National Institute of 
Nuclear Physics, Pavia, Italy; the 
Theory Division at CERN, the 
European laboratory for particle 
physics; and Bielefeld Univer-

sity, Germany. He was promoted 
to senior scientist in 2006.

Bill Morse of Physics was 
recognized “For leadership 
and intellectual contributions 
to experimental particle phys-
ics, and especially for his role 
as resident spokesman for the 
BNL muon anomalous mag-
netic moment experiment.” 
The Muon (g-2) Experiment 
was a project at BNL’s Alter-
nating Gradient Synchrotron 
(AGS) that investigated how 
the spin of a muon is affected 
as this type of subatomic par-
ticle moves through a magnetic 
field. The experiment’s find-
ings challenged the so-called 
Standard Model of particle 
physics, a theory that describes 
the fundamental structure of 
matter. Morse was the resident 
spokesman of the experiment 
from 1991-2004.

Morse earned his Ph.D. in 

physics from Purdue Univer-
sity in 1976 and immediately 
joined BNL. From 1985 to 1991, 
he was the co-spokesman with 
Yale professor Michael Schmidt 
for the AGS E845 experiment, 
which searched for the rare 
decay of an unstable particle 
called a kaon.

Yimei Zhu of the Energy 
Sciences & Technology Depart-
ment is the Director of BNL’s 
Institute for Advanced Electron 
Microscopy and Group Leader 
for the Center for Functional 
Nanomaterials. He was recog-
nized “For outstanding and 
innovative development and 
implementation of advanced 
electron beam experiments 
to understand electronic and 
magnetic structures and the 
physical behavior of functional 
materials such as supercon-
ductors and ferromagnetics.” 
Zhu’s work includes assessing 

the properties of materials that 
may lead to magneto-elec-
tronic devices on the scale of 
billionths of a meter for use 
in applications ranging from 
digital communication to data 
storage. His group performs this 
research using state-of-the-art 
electron microscopes that can 
magnify a sample up to 50 mil-
lion times.

Zhu received his Ph.D. from 
Nagoya University, Japan, in 
1987. After working at the Uni-
versity of Virginia as a research 
associate, he joined BNL in 1988 
and was promoted to senior sci-
entist in 2002. He is an adjunct 
professor at Columbia Universi-
ty’s Department of Applied Phys-
ics and Mathematics and Stony 
Brook University’s Department 
of Physics and Astronomy and 
Department of Materials Science 
and Engineering.

— Kendra Snyder

BWIS & Diversity Office Present One-Woman Play: 
‘Good Lessons From Bad Women’

In honor of Women’s History Month, Brookhaven Women in 
Science (BWIS) and the Diversity Office will present a one-woman 
play by Dorothy Leeds in Berkner Hall, titled “Good Lessons from 
Bad Women,” on Wednesday, March 28, at noon.

Leeds combines an eight-year acting career with 22 years of experi-
ence as an executive, business owner, and sales and communications 
consultant. As an experienced media personality and film critic for 
MSNBC, Leeds appears frequently on broadcast and cable television, 
on such programs as NBC’s “Today,” ABC’s “Good Morning America,” 
and CNBC’s “Smart Money.” Leeds’ acting credits include Broadway’s 
hit show, “Stop the World, I Want to Get Off.”

In her entertaining and provocative show, Leeds takes on the roles 
of eight so-called “bad” women — some familiar, like Eve, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, and Mae West, and others, not so well known, such as Em-
peror Wu, Elizabeth Freeman, Mrs. George Machine Gun Kelly, and 
Anne Bonney. These unconventional women often did what they felt 
they had to do, rather than what they were told to do. Lessons can be 
learned from their courageous acts.

For more information, contact Kathleen Walker, Ext. 7105 or 
kwalker@bnl.gov.

Symposium to Celebrate Leipuner‘s Physics
All are invited to the “Larry Leipuner Symposium” to be held on 

Tuesday, March 27, in the Physics Department’s Large Seminar Room, 
Bldg. 510. Talks will start at 1 p.m. with a welcome by Bill Morse, BNL; 
followed by “Reminiscences of Larry,” by Robert K. Adair, Sterling Pro-
fessor of Physics Emeritus, Yale University; then remarks from Myron 
Campbell, Chair of the Physics Department, University of Michigan; 
Allen Sessoms, President of Delaware State University; and Peter Wan-
derer, BNL. After a half-hour break, Michael Schmidt of Yale will talk 
on “Larry Leipuner as a Mentor, and a Tale of Two Lifetimes.”

Contact Bill Morse, Ext. 3859 or morse@bnl.gov, if you would like 
to join in a buffet dinner following the symposium.

In Memoriam
John Petersen, who retired from the National Synchrotron Light 
Source Department as a senior designer on May 21, 1982, died on 
May 29, 2006, at age 90. He had joined the Physics Department on 
October 16, 1978, after a year as a guest mechanical draftsman.
Arthur Anderson, who joined the Medical Department as a 
medical dietary assistant III on January 16, 1956, died at age 73 on 
June 6, 2006. He retired from the Plant Engineering Division as a 
painting supervisor on May 15, 1992.
Raymond Reilly, who joined BNL as a carpenter on September 
15, 1958, and retired as carpentry supervisor on May 31, 1988, 
died at 81 on October 6, 2006.
J. Keith Rowley, who joined the Chemistry Department as an 
associate chemist on November 5, 1953, died at 77 on October 
29, 2006. He had retired as a chemist on February 28, 1999, then 
became a guest scientist, March 1, 1999 - June 30, 2005.
Lawrence Leipuner, who joined he Proton Synchrotron De-
partment as a research associate on September 22, 1955, died at 78 
on November 11, 2006. He retired on October 19, 2001, as senior 
physicist with tenure. (See Leipuner Symposium notice above.)

Photo Op — Celebrating BNL’s 60th Year, 3/21
All BNLers are invited to take part in a photo to celebrate the 

Lab’s 60th anniversary. At noon on Wednesday, March 21, the 
day in 1947 on which BNL was founded, come to the field beside 
Police Headquarters, Bldg. 50, to form a living B-N-L 6-0. The rain/
snow date is Monday, March 26.

BNL’s 60th Anniversary Review, 3/21 
On Wednesday, March 21, recapture and feel the pulse of the 

past six decades of BNL history through music, dance, photos and 
personal memories of fellow BNLers — all in “BNL’s 60th Anniver-
sary Review,” which will be held at 4 p.m. in Berkner Hall. Cake 
and coffee will follow.
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Daffodil Days         
 BERA will again sell daffodils 

to benefit the American Cancer 
Society. The donation is $10 for 
a bunch of ten fresh cut daffo-
dils.  Delivery will be made dur-
ing the week of March 19. Your 
prepaid order can be made at 
the BERA Sales Office in Berkner 
Hall, weekdays, 9 a.m.– 3 p.m.

“Mostly, you learn 
about things 

that may affect you or 
your neighborhood 
from local TV stations 
or the papers,” says Bar-
bara Blenn of the Com-
munity Relations Office. 
“But if someone you 
know has more infor-
mation about the topic, 
you usually appreciate 
getting an ‘inside story’ 
from them. If they also 
know where you can 
find out more about the 
whole subject, if you 
want to, it can be really useful. 
That’s why, about ten years ago, 
BNL started the Envoy program.”

Blenn explains that the En-
voy program, which she now 
leads, is designed to provide 
any BNL employee who is 
interested with current infor-
mation on research and other 
lab activities that can then be 
shared with family and friends. 

“Over time, many BNL peo-
ple have shown interest in be-
coming an envoy for the Lab,” 
says Blenn. “The response they 
get from the outside shows that 
the information they can give 
is very welcome. We now meet 
as a group every month, with a 
two-month summer break.”

At the Envoy meetings, Lab 
speakers come to address the 
group on a variety of topics 

Arrivals & Departures
— Arrivals —

Ian Blackler ............................CAD
Phyllis Lucas .......Fac. & Oper. Dir.
Yolanda Small ...... Comp. Sci. Ctr.
Shuwei Ye ........................ Physics

— Departures –
Jacob Blackford ....................NNS
William Chase ...................... C-AD
Mark Fuhrmann ..... Env. Sciences 

I  came to 
work at BNL 
in September 
1947. The Lab 
had opened in 
March of that 
year but had 

already hired over 1,000 people.  
My life number is 1197.  I had just 
graduated from college that spring 
and this was my first job. I can 
honestly say that I fell in love with 
Brookhaven and the surrounding 
area because it was very rural and 
I was happy being so close to water 
— the ocean on the south and the 
Long Island Sound to the north.

It was somewhat unusual in 
those days for women to major in 
physics as I had done, and I was 
delighted to be hired in a scientific 
position. My first job was in what 
was then called the Electronics De-
partment, headed by Dr. J. Horner 
Kuper. His wife, Marietta Kuper, 
was a well-known, very colorful 
BNL employee (see photo and cap-
tion). Most of the buildings were 
the barracks left behind from the 
Army’s use during World War II 
and even some from World War I. 
My building is where the Post Of-
fice is today. The BNL glassblowers 
worked there also, and I became 
friendly with many of them, even 
though I was assigned to the detec-
tor group of the Electronics Depart-
ment, which made Geiger counters 
and cloud chambers. I remember 
that high-energy physicists carried 
out experiments in the mountains 
in the west, mainly in Colorado, as 
big accelerators didn’t yet exist.

One-on-One Retirement Counseling
A TIAA-CREF consultant will visit BNL on Wednesday, March 

14, and Tuesday, March 20, to answer employees’ questions 
about financial matters including: understanding the impor-
tance of protecting assets against inflation; finding the right 
allocation mix for you; learning about TIAA-CREF retirement 
income flexibility; comparing lifetime income vs. cash with-
drawal options. For an appointment, call Arlene Lyons, (866) 
842-2053, Ext. 4629.

Learning About the Lab, and Sharing the Info: That’s the Envoy Program
Gathered with Envoy 
Program Manager 
Barbara Blenn (seated, 
second from right) 
are some of the Lab’s 
Envoys who meet each 
month to get information 
about BNL that they can 
share with people they 
know or meet.

At the February Envoy 
meeting, Steve Schwartz of 
the Environmental Sciences 

Department talked to the 
group about BNL research 

on atmospheric science.

ranging from budget to research 
activities to administrative func-
tions, and they encourage a 
dialogue. Envoys share news of 
their departments and external 
organizations, which provides 
valuable feedback to the Lab 
about local community areas of 
interest or concern. 

BNL researcher Steve Schwartz 
recently gave a talk on global 
warming, an envoy-requested 
topic. Says Schwartz, “I was de-
lighted to share the current atmo-
spheric sciences research activities 
with the envoys. It was particular-
ly useful that the talk ended with 
a question and answer segment. 
These folks are playing an im-
portant role in communicating 
information about the Labora-
tory and I was happy to be part 
of that process.” 

Mastic Beach Property 
Owners’ Association President 
Robert DeBona says “We were 
one of the first organizations to 
get involved in the Lab’s Envoy 
program. At our meetings each 
month, our envoy, Jane Korop-
sak, gives us updates on the Lab. 
Her attendance at our meetings 
has not only been informative, 
but it has given our members 
a real feeling of connection 
with the Lab. For example, our 
members now routinely attend 
concerts, talks, and Summer 
Sundays.  We appreciate getting 
information directly from a Lab 

person we know.”
Envoys can be thought of 

as the engine of a train that 
carries information about the 
Lab, not only to the external 
community, but to BNL’s inter-
nal community as well. If you 
are interested in becoming a 
member of this dynamic group 
or in learning more about the 
program, join the meetings on 
the second Wednesdays of the 
month in Building 490. For 
more information about the 
Envoy program, contact Blenn, 
Ext. 4458 or blenn@bnl.gov.

                        — Liz Seubert

Then & Now: Early Days at BNL
Selected Reminiscences of Retiree and Envoy Marilyn McKeown

The science of these early days 
is documented elsewhere so my fo-
cus here is on life at the Lab. First, 
there were only barracks for men, 
so I had to find housing off site. 
The Lab was helpful and I found 
a rooming house in Patchogue 
with two other BNL women, who 
worked in the Biology Depart-
ment. None of us had a car. How-
ever, one amenity provided at that 
time was a bus to and from the 
Lab. The bus ran during the day 
and in the evening, allowing me to 
stay late to work or participate in 
a social club. 

At this time, the Smith Point 
Bridge to Fire Island did not exist, so 
many scientists had picnics at the 
ocean beach in Westhampton. The 
beach was less commercial then; it 
had no parking lot or boardwalk. 
We socialized around campfires 
(which were allowed at that time). 
At one of these picnics, I met well-
known BNL researchers Maurice 
and Gertrude Goldhaber, with their 
two young boys. The atmosphere of 
the Lab then mirrored that of a col-
lege campus. Since both the number 
of buildings and employees was 
small, you knew almost everyone 
and there was a great feeling of 
friendship and camaraderie. 

During these early days at 
BNL, I saw two major research 
facilities commissioned. One was 
the Brookhaven Graphite Research 
Reactor (BGRR), which started 
operating in 1950, and another, 
the Cosmotron, the first large ac-
celerator (started 1952). I was 
saddened when the BGRR was 

replaced by the High Flux Beam 
Reactor (1965), but it was all part 
of the progression of science.

In 1954, I stopped working to 
raise a family, but I returned to 
work at the Lab part-time in 1960 
and continued working until 1993 
in the Solid State Physics Group in 
the Physics Department.  

I remember those early years as 
a carefree, happy time. Over the 
years I made many friends and 
watched the Lab acquire Nobel 
prizes and achieve many scientific 
accomplishments. I didn’t know 
that when I signed on in 1947 that 

First Female Employee, Mariette Kuper

I would be one small part of the 
advancement of science for women 
and for the world. For me, 1947 
was the beginning of a great career 
and the starting point of lifelong 
friendships. Simply stated, the Lab 
was the perfect place to work.
Note: Marilyn McKeown is re-
tired but remains active in her 
community and serves as an 
Envoy for the Lab (see related 
story above). Her full reminis-
cences are available on page 5 
of this week’s Bulletin pdf file, 
www.bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/
bulletin/2007/bb030207.pdf.

By the end of March 1946, before the Lab had 
a site or a name, it had its first two employees: 
Clarke Williams, a Columbia University physicist 
hired to help coordinate the pile project, and 
Mariette Kuper, wife of J. Horner Kuper (BNL’s 
first Electronics Department head) and ex-wife of 
mathematician John von Neumann. Her job his-

tory at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Radlab during 
the war had included assembling radar sets, then rising to fore-
man and supervisor of the technical training program for female 
personnel and metal shop production. Highly recommended by 
Radlab veterans, she started work on March 27, 1946, as the ex-
ecutive aide to Lee DuBridge, ex-Radlab Director, who headed the 
Initiatory University Group that was planning BNL in 1946. As 
explained by Lab Historian Robert Crease of Stony Brook Univer-
sity in his book, Making Physics, Kuper’s first task on the job was 
“to figure out how to get herself hired, cleared, and paid.” Fasci-
nating stories from Crease about these and other times include 
unforgettable glimpses of Mariette Kuper’s forceful charm, out-
standing organizational ability, social grace, amazingly outspoken 
vocabulary, and “formidable” martinis — a rare combination that 
was to contribute to Lab history for some 28 years.  — Liz Seubert

— WEEK OF 3/5 —
Thursday, 3/8

Summer Camp Expo
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Local Long 
Island summer camps will 
have info on their facilities & 
registration.  Contact Liz Gil-
bert, Ext. 2315 or gilbert@bnl.
gov, and see notice on page 4.

Community Advisory Council Mtg.
6:30 p.m. Berkner Hall, Room 
B. CAC member organizations 
represent many local interests. 
Meetings are open to all, dur-
ing the comment period, com-
munity members may voice 
opinions, concerns.

Friday, 3/9

*Irish, Gaelic Bands in Concert
8 p.m. Berkner Hall. Irish band 
Black 47 and Celtic Roots band 
MacTalla Mor celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s day, sponsored by the 
BNL Music Club. Tickets: $20 
at the BERA Store or $25 at the 
door. See notice, page 4. Also, 
the Music Club needs experi-
enced lighting and sound vol-
unteers to help for this perfor-
mance. Joe Vignola, Ext. 3846.

Saturday, 3/10

*Defensive Driving Course
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Berkner Hall, 
Room B. $30/person. For regis-
tration info, see notice, page 4.

*Holi Festival of Colors
1:30 p.m. Berkner Hall. The BERA 
Indo-American Association will 
present a Holi Function, a festi-
val of traditional songs, dances, 
music. All welcome. Visitors to 
the Lab of 16 or over must carry 
a photo ID. For more details on 
the show and tickets ($6 adults 
today) see notice, page 4.

— WEEK OF 3/12 —
Wednesday, 3/14

BSA Noon Recital, Quartet
Noon. Berkner Hall. Cellist 
Tomoko Fujita brings the 
Bryant Park String Quar-
tet to perform works by 
Haydn, Dvorak, and Ives. 
All are welcome to this free 
concert, sponsored by BSA. 
Visitors to the Lab of 16 or 
over must carry a photo ID. 

—WEEK OF 3/19 —  
Wednesday, 3/21

*BNL-60 All-Employee Photo
Noon. Field beside Police 
HQ. All Lab community, 
retirees too, invited to 
form a living B-N-L 6-0, 
to be photoed & videoed 
from the tower. Join in! 
See also notice, page 3.

*BNL 60th Anniversary Review
4 p.m. Berkner Hall. Six 
decades of BNL history 
reviewed through music, 
dance, photos, personal 
memories. All are welcome. 
Cake, coffee to follow.

— WEEK OF 3/26 —
Wednesday, 3/28

423rd Brookhaven Lecture
4 p.m. Talk by Mei Bai of the 
Collider-Accelerator Depart-
ment on “RHIC: the World’s 
First High-Energy, Polarized-
Proton Collider.” All are wel-
come to this free lecture. Visi-
tors to the Lab of 16 and over 
must carry a photo ID.

R
og

er
 S

to
ut

en
bu

rg
h  

D
10

80
20

7

R
oger Stoutenburgh  D

1200207



t
h

eBulletin Published weekly by the Media & 
Communications Office for the em-
ployees, facility users, and retirees of 
Brookhaven National Laboratory.

Liz Seubert, editor
John Galvin, reporter
Roger Stoutenburgh, photographer

On the Web, the Bulletin is located at www.
bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/bulletin.html.  
A calendar listing scientific and technical 
seminars and lectures is found at www.
bnl.gov/bnlweb/pubaf/calendar.html.

Bldg. 134, P.O. Box 5000
Upton, NY 11973-5000
phone: (631) 344-2345
fax: (631) 344-3368
e-mail: bulletin@bnl.gov

Classified 
Advertisements

Placement Notices
The Lab’s placement policy is to select the 
best-qualified candidate for an available position. 
Candidates are considered in the following order: 
(1) present benefits-eligible employees within the 
department/division and/or appropriate bargain-
ing unit, with preference for those within the im-
mediate work group; (2) present benefits-eligible 
employees within the Laboratory; and (3) outside 
applicants. In keeping with the Affirmative Action 
Plan, selections are made without regard to 
age, race, color, religion, national origin, sex, dis-
ability or veteran status. Each week, the Human 
Resources Division lists new placement notices, 
first, so employees may request consideration for 
themselves, and, second, for open recruitment. 
Because of the priority policy stated above, each 
listing does not necessarily represent an op-
portunity for all people. Except when operational 
needs require otherwise, positions will be open for 
one week after publication. For more information, 
contact the Employment Manager, Ext. 2882. 
Access current job openings on the World Wide 
Web at www.bnl.gov/HR/jobs/.

The following positions have been exempt-
ed from the freeze by the Deputy Director:

LABORATORY RECRUITMENT – Oppor-
tunities for Laboratory employees 

RM4361. SR. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
ASSISTANT (A-3) - Requires six years of 
related administrative experience which 
includes two years at the Laboratory in 
the current or similar role and proficiency 
in Microsoft Office applications, includ-
ing Outlook, Word, Excel and PowerPoint.  
Proficiency is defined as two years of work-
ing knowledge of each application.  Also 
requires experience with PeopleSoft HR 
and Financials, and comprehensive knowl-
edge of Laboratory administrative policies 
and procedures.  Must demonstrate strong 
organizational skills, interpersonal skills, 
written and verbal communications skills. 
Must have the ability to operate indepen-
dently and regularly exercise a high degree 
of discretion and judgment as well as work 
in fast-paced office with changing priorities. 
Discretionary and confidential handling of 
sensitive information is an essential element 
of this position. Certification in EEO is desir-
able and experience as an EEO Represen-
tative is preferred. Responsibilities include, 

but are not limited to, performing recurring 
administrative tasks such as reviewing, 
generating, and/or editing presentations, 
confidential documentation and correspon-
dence, policies, standards, guidelines, and 
procedures; preparing final edition of annu-
al reports; reviewing and entering contracts 
in Webreq system; setting up and managing 
file systems to input, maintain, and retrieve 
records and documentation relating to 
function in accordance with Laboratory and 
General Services Administration directives; 
utilizing PeopleSoft financials to order and 
account for materials, equipment, sup-
plies, travel, Labor Cost Distribution, and 
services in support of the Diversity Office, 
and coordinating and supporting Diversity 
Office sponsored activities and events. Di-
versity Office.

OPEN RECRUITMENT – Opportunities 
for Laboratory employees and outside 
candidates.

MK4315. ASSISTANT PHYSICIST (S-1) 
– Requires a Ph.D. in experimental relativis-
tic heavy ion physics plus at least one year 
of experience beyond the Ph.D. Experience 
with both detector hardware and the use 
of modern computing tools for detector 
simulation and data analysis and experi-
ence with the detector systems and related 
physics analyses which are the responsibil-
ity of the BNL/PHENIX group is preferred. 
PHENIX is a large, multipurpose detector, 
performing forefront research in the study 
of relativistic heavy ion and polarized proton 
collisions at the highest available energies. 
The successful candidate is expected to 
devote 100% of effort to RHIC physics di-
vided roughly with 50% on PHENIX detec-
tor/operations/upgrades and 50 percent on 
physics analysis. Under the direction of M. 
Tannenbaum. Physics Department.

MK3621. PHYSICIST (S-3) – Requires a Ph.D. 
in physics, nuclear engineering or related 
field, five to ten years’ experience as a su-
pervisor or experience in a managerial role, 
and have substantial experience in interna-
tional safeguards. Must be cognizant of in-
ternational safeguards treaties, agreements 
and protocols, have a working knowledge 
of safeguards goals and objectives, and 
understand the methods of safeguards sys-
tems implementation and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards 
activities in safeguarded facilities and states. 
Must be able to obtain and maintain a DOE 
“Q” security clearance. Familiarity with 
radiation sources as potential threats and 
associated recovery programs is desir-
able, as is experience working in the IAEA 
Safeguards Department. Will be expected 
to lead programs in developing innovative 
technical approaches for safeguarding nu-
clear materials under the Nonproliferation 
Treaty and the Additional Protocol. Under 
the direction of J. Indusi. Nonproliferation 
& National Security Department.

MK3766. ASSISTANT CHEMIST (S-1) – Re-
quires a Ph.D. in chemistry or a related field, 
with a strong background in photochemis-
try and good communication skills. A strong 
background in physical inorganic chemistry, 
electrochemistry and/or radiation chemistry 
is a plus. Independent research is strongly 
encouraged and the willingness to work 
collaboratively with a group of experimen-
tal and theoretical staff is desirable. Will be 
expected to conduct basic research on the 
development of new photocatalytic systems 
toward water splitting and/or reduction of 
carbon dioxide, focusing on but not limited 
to: (1) the design of robust catalysts that 
carry out multi-electron, atom, and proton-
coupled electron-transfer reactions; (2) in-
vestigation of their photophysical and pho-
tochemical properties; (3) thermodynamics 
and kinetics of bond-forming and bond-
cleavage reactions; and (4) a mechanistic 
investigation of their complex reactions with 
structural and time-resolved spectroscopic 
techniques. Under the direction of E. Fujita. 
Chemistry Department.

TB4367. MATERIAL HANDLER (LG-3, term 
appointment, reposting) - Performs a vari-
ety of laboring and manual tasks in stores 
operations such as moving, loading, un-
loading, sorting and storing of materials. 
May operate motorized equipment perti-
nent to stores operations. Keeps stores 
facilities in neat condition. Procurement & 
Property Management Division.

Motor Vehicles & Supplies
06 BRP BOMBARDIER 800 EFI - a/t. 4x4 
camo. itp rims, tires, 2500 warn winch 3yr. 
warr., gar. Excel. $6,500/neg. 880-3203.

03 HYUNDAI TIBURON - 6-spd manual tr, 
sports pkg., fully equipped, excel. cond. 
30K mi. $11,000. Ext. 5149 or 929-0961.

03 FORD EXPLORER XLT SPORTS - 4-dr. 
red/grey, 3rd row seat, rear air, pwr. pkg., grt 
cond., gar., 45K mi. $16,500. Ext. 4422.

02 KIA RIO - blue, good cond., a/c, new 
batt, a/t, new tires, 4dr. Need to sell soon. 
61K mi. $3,200/neg. Arthur, Ext. 3821.

00 MERCURY SABLE LS - dk blue, 3L Du-
raTec eng., gray ltr. int., looks/runs fine. 145K 
mi. $3,500/neg. Ext. 4748 or 277-0464.

00 FOREST RIVER CHEROKEE M-275B-
SLIDE - 30-ft. 5th whl, slps 8 ,13'x3' slide, a/c, 
batt., more. $12,000. Richard, Ext. 7160.

98 JEEP SPORT - Orig. owner, grt cond., 
black ext. w/gray cloth seats, s/roof, air, 
cruise. 75K mi. $4,500. 265-1675.

97 HONDA ACCORD - LX, green, 4dr., 4 
cyl., a/t, vg cond., new transmission,. 196K 
mi. $3,400/neg. Ext. 7696 or 236-3414.

97 CHEVY ASTRO MINI VAN - cust. con-
vers. type, 6 cyl, a/t, Quad cpt. chrs, fold-dn 
bed, 41K mi. $6,500. Ext. 7861 or 849-2329.

96 HONDA CIVIC LX - 4cyl, 4dr, a/t, a/c, p/w, 
p/l, m/roof, fr. air bags, blk. ext., 6cd, gry. int., 
runs well. 155K mi. Ext. 2576 or 750-3244.

96 LINCOLN TOWNCAR - white, saddle lthr. 
int., excel., service recs., Mobil-1, extras. 
105K mi. $3,500/neg. Joseph, Ext. 2975.

94 TOYOTA PICK UP - 4cyl 2.2RE motor, 
ext cab, 4x2 a/t,reliable, body gd cond. 
121K mi. $3,500/neg. 849-2329.

68 CHEVY CHEVELLE MALIBU - restor. 
proj, mech. gd., nds body wk, 350 eng. fr.-
end upgr., new carb. $7,500/neg. 988-5231.

BATTERY JUMP STARTER - heavy duty, 
12 or 24 volts to jump start car, truck or 
boat. $40. 369-9720.

TIRES - (2) 15" mounted & bal. on steel 
rims, w/covers. $20 ea. Steve, Ext. 4719.

TRUCK COVER - used once, new cond., 
med. sz-suv type, moisture & mildew 
proof, 4-yr. warr.. $60. =369-9720.

Furnishings & Appliances
BEDROOM FURN. - for yg girl, white, 3-
drwr dresser, mirr., hutch, bkshelf, bull. 
brd., 6-drwr lingerie tower. $200; mtchg. 
daybed & 4-drwr dresser, $75. 804-6650.

FILE CABINET - old solid oak, 3 drawers on 
smooth roller suspen., pic. avail. $30 obo. 
286-2505 or tmdickin@optionline.net.

HIGH CHAIR - kid’s, Cosco, vg cond., 
whitew/blue pattern. Ask $30. Ext. 7524.

MAGNETIC MATTRESS - For queen size 
bed, $200. Orig. $800. Bob, 281-8111.

REFRIGERATOR - white Frigidaire, 18.2 
cu. ft. $100. Chris, Ext. 2094 or 831-3469.

TWIN BED FRAME - Little Tykes Blue Car 
Bed (no mattress) $80. 631-387-5699.

VACUUM CLEANER - Eureka, good work-
ing cond., best offer. Barbara, Ext. 3431.

Audio, Video & Computers
BASE SPEAKER CABINET - Northeast 
Audio ported w/200W 15" PAS spkr, gd. 
wheels, $100. 447-9216.

COMPUTER GAMES - gently used PC 
games incl. Zoo Tycoon 2 & The Sims 2 
(w/expan. packs). $75 obo. Ext. 8278.

COMPUTER PTS - Gigabyte Pentium-D 
m/brd - $50. Pent.-D CPU 3.2 GHz - $50. 
473-4425.

COMPUTER SYST - 3.2GHz Pentium-D, 
512MB RAM, 120GB HDD, DVDRW, floppy, 
case, keybd, mse, WinXP - $250. 473-4425.

NINTENDO GAME CUBE - w/3 control-
lers, memory. $40; Assorted games, $5-
$20. excel. cond. Steve, 751-8240.

Sports, Hobbies & Pets
BASEBALL CARD COLLECTION - 1980-
2000, must sell, make offer. 981-5993.

CANNON AE-1 - Auto Prog, 50 mm FD Lens, 
244T flash spdlite, Sunpak auto 144 D flash,  
Vivitar 52 mm skylight macro focus zm lens. 
instrucs. Pd. $950, ask $225. Ext. 3541.

ELIPTICAL TRAINER - NordicTrack Mod-
el CX 998. Brand new. Used only a few 
times. Pd $875, ask. $600. Ext. 5132.

HOME GYM - Weider 9635, v. gd. cond., 
$100. 447-9216.

KNEE/WRIST GUARDS - New, gd. for roller 
blading etc., sz large, $10. Sabine, Ext. 4340.

MOLUCANN COCKATOO - white, 14" tall, 
loves attention, 5' blk. iron cage. $1,200. 
926-3744 or gwynethol2000@yahoo.com.

UNICYCLES - One normal sized, seat 
worn, $15. One tall w/chain drive, ok 
cond, $30. $40/both. 813-9434.

Miscellaneous
DRESS COAT - woman’s, long, grn, 100% 
wool, Donnybrook, sz 4P, lined. $40. hd-blown 
glass ctrpiece 10"w, 12"h. $5. Ext. 2362.

ELECTRIC HEATER - Honeywell base-
board heater, adj. therm. 2 heating levels, 
1000/1500W, 40" long. $25. Ext. 3217.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - BERA is 
hiring life guards and teacher counselors; 
lifeguards who are over 18 & camp coun-
selors who are cert. teachers, LG cert. 
avail. Christine, Ext. 5090 or 828-2172.

HORSE STALLS - full board arena, turn 
outs, trails, priv. barn, feed 4 times daily, 
Ridge area. Wayne or Lynne, 924-0002.

NORDITRACK TREADMILL EXP 1000X - 
excel. cond., rarely used. $150. Ext. 8705.

POWER SCOOTER - 300 lb cap., fr. bas-
ket, cane holder, built-in batt. charger, 
excel. cond., b/o. 981-5993.

STANGL FESTIVAL PATTERN - tidbit plate 
w/metal ctr. handle, 6.5" diameter, excel. 
cond., $18; Ratan Chair, $85. 803-0506.

WEIGHT BENCH - brd new Weider Pro 
220w/leg curler, 110 lbs. wgts, you pick 
up. $120. Mark, Ext. 2238 or 828-6459.

WHEELCHAIR - JET III - New Battery, Ex-
cel. Cond. $800. Ext. 2109 or 472-4520.

Wanted
BEAN BAGS - desperately needed for 
props for a play on 3/21, returned to 
owner that evening. Susan, Ext. 4298.

BNL/AUI 50 YEARS COFFEE CUP - new 
or used. Meng, Ext. 2120.

MITRE SAW/CHOP BOX - good cond., in-
expensive. Shane, Ext. 7235 or 345-0063.

SOUND & LIGHTING - Experienced vol-
unteers needed by BNL Music Club to 
help with lighting & sound for Irish show, 
March 9 (see notice, eft). Joe, Ext. 3846.

USB CABLE FOR VERIZON PHONE - 
Anyone have a leftover USB cable from a 
Verizon phone? Thanks. Molly, Ext. 2362.

Yard & Garage Sales
ELMONT - 435 1st St., estate sale, full 
contents of house, 3/3 and 3/4, 1-5 p.m. 
both days. Ben, 921-9133.

Community Involvement
BLOOD DRIVE - Wed. March 7, 3:30pm 
to 8:45pm. Forge River Boat Club, Riviera 
Drive, Mastic. Right across from the Forge 
River Marina. Walk-ins are welcome. Con-
tact Wayne Hulse Ext. 3256 for info.

Happenings
ASIAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
- Co-spons. by BERA APAA. At Student Ac-
tivities Center, SBU, Sun., Mar. 11, 1-5 p.m. 
FREE; 5-9 p.m. $20pp (dinner/show). Build-
ing bridges, promoting awareness & apprec. 
for cultural diversity on LI. For more info or 
for tickets, contact S. Wong (Ext. 7988 or 
sge@bnl.gov) or visit www.aacfli.com.

FREE CONCERTS - Yvette Sings “Latin 
Rhythms” Sun., 4/15, 2 p.m., Middle 
Country Lib., 4/29, 2 p.m. Mastic Beach 
Shirley Lib. Yvette, Ext. 5591.

LOBSTER FEAST - Join Lab grp. orga-
nizing overnight stay at Foxwood Ca-
sino and Lobster feast at Nordic Lodge 
7/21/07. 872-8085.

MOONLIGHT BOWL - Chinese Auction-
3/3/07-9:30 p.m. Port Jeff Bowl. $30/per-
son. Fun, bowling, food, auctions & kara-
oke. Robyn, Ext. 3192 or 974-6694.

For Rent
CENTER MORICHES - 1 bdrm., 2nd flr., 
full bath/kit, heat/water incl., pvt. ent./pkg., 
gar., no smkg./pets, 15 min to BNL, single, 
1 mo. sec., avail. now. $800/mo. 375-7264.

E. PATCHOGUE - 1-bdrm apt., pvt. ent., l/r, 
kit, bath, walk to water, heat/water incl., 1 
mo. sec. $950/mo. 484-2990.

E. SETAUKET - 1 bdrm.apt., all util. incl. 
$850/mo. 456-1753.

FARMINGVILLE - lg. bdrm., share bath 
w/1, share kit, l/r, d/r, elec. incl. $550/mo. 
Ben, 513-8275.

MANOR PARK - 1 bdrm., ground flr., sep. 
ent., prkg., cac, cable, 6 mi. to BNL, near 
LIE, util., 1 mo. sec. $900/mo. 949-5331.

MASTIC - 1-bdrm. apt., l/r, kit and bath, 
pvt. ent., walk to water, + utilities, no 
smkg. $1,000/mo. Sue, 399-6367.

MIDDLE ISLAND - 1-bdrm. co-op, 5 min. 
to Lab, newly renovated, new kit, bath, 
carpet, title flrs., patio, pool, tennis, laun-
dry rm. $1,200/mo. Jamie, 516-459-3303.

N. SHIRLEY - 1 bdrm apt, grnd level, fully 
furn., priv. ent., 4 min to Lab, util. incl., sin-
gle, no smkg/pets. $800/mo. 281-3479.

NESCONSET - 1 furn. rm. in 2-bdrm. apt., 
share bath, kit. & l/r, short term, avail. un-
til 4/22. $185/wk./neg. Mark, Ext. 2247.

PORT JEFF STATION - Studio apt., ample 
storage, off-str. parking, near Stony Brook 
Univ. Heat, electric & cable incl. No pets 
or smoking. $800/mo. Eric, 988-1147.

RIDGE - 1 bdrm. apt. for sharing, share bath, 
ki, l/r, avail. for 3 mnths., 5 min to Lab. no 
pets/smkg. $475/mo./neg. Rhij, Ext. 3725.

ROCKY POINT - Bsmt apt, 1br, kitchen-
ette, lr, private ent., part. furn. pets ok. 
temp ok. $800/mo. Donna, 631-398-8024.

ROCKY POINT - furn. rm., pvt. bath, prkg. 
ent., a/c, heat, tv, wtr. incl., pool, garden, 
no smkg. $175/wk. Herge, 821-5841.

SHOREHAM - updated, 4 bdrm., 2 bath, 
w/d, gar., bsmt., big backyd., family 
neighborhood, SWR schools, avail. 4/1, + 
util. $2,500/mo. Pierre, 821-2577.

For Sale
BROOKHAVEN - 4-bdrm., 2-bath cape, 
new kit., bath, a/c, full bsmt., 2-car gar., 
organic gardens, next to wooded pre-
serve. $449,000 286-2505.

KISSIMMEE - deeded time share at any 
Westgate resorts loc. 21st wk, 2 bdrm., 
slps 8, master bdrm. wash/dry, full kit., pool, 
more. $11,500/neg. Ext. 5263 or 375-7959.

MEDFORD - BlueRidge Condo devel., re-
sort lvg., in/out dr. pools, tennis, golf, up-
dated 3 bdrm., 1.5 bath, l/r, d/r, kit., 2-level 
deck. $334,900/neg. Ext. 3995 or 696-4366.

SELDEN - 4-bdrm., 2-bath Col., formal d/r, lg. 
den w/fp, 2-car gar., bsmt., hot tub, cac, igs, 
appl., new roof/oil tank. $449,900, 698-0057.

SHOREHAM - 4-bdrm., 2-1/2bath 14 
yr old Col., l/r, formal d/r, fam rm w f/p, 
eik, fin bsmt, igs, 2-car gar, gas heat 
$589,000/neg. Don, 631-821-3320.

SHOREHAM - 5-bdrm., 2-bath ranch, 
move-in cond., brand new appl., driveway, 
cac, heat syst. & hwh, f/p, Ins, fenced yard, 
18x18 shed. $369,900/neg. 848-8072.

In Appreciation
Thank you to all my friends at BNL for the 
support given to me on the passing of my 
wife Susan. — Henry Hauptman

Summer Camp Expo, 3/8
BNL’s annual Summer Camp Expo will be held on Thursday, 

March 8, in Berkner Hall, 11 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Representatives from 
local Long Island summer camps will be available to provide their 
summer opportunities, facilities & registration information to BNL 
employees & guests. For more information, contact Liz Gilbert, Ext. 
2315 or gilbert@bnl.gov; or Susan Foster, Ext. 2888 or foster@bnl.
gov; or go to the Human Resources website, click on Work, Family & 
Community Programs, then select “Summer Camp Expo.”

Come to the Holi Festival of Colors, 3/10
The BERA Indo-American Association (IAA) invites all to a Holi 

Function, a festival of traditional songs, dances, and music from 
the Indian subcontinent, on Saturday, March 10, at Berkner Hall. 
The program will start at 1:30 p.m. and include an intermission 
and snack. More information on the event is available at www.bnl.
gov/bera/activities/iaa/holi2007/. 

Make all reservations, including modifications and cancella-
tions, on the web at www3.bnl.gov/bera-iaa/holi/reserve_form.
php. Tickets are: $6/adults; children 3-12/$3. Infants may attend 
free, but include the infant’s name in your reservation. After 
March 2, prices rise by $1. Reserved tickets are not confirmed until 
paid. All are welcome to the event, and visitors to the Lab of age 
16 and over must carry a photo ID. 

LIANS Special Offer Dinner Meeting, 3/7
The next meeting of the Long Island Chapter of the American 

Nuclear Society (LIANS) will be on Wednesday, March 7, when 
Aleksey Bolotnikov of BNL’s Nonproliferation & National Security 
Department will talk on “Advances in CdZnTe and High-Pressure 
Xenon Gamma-ray Detectors.” The meeting will be held at the South 
Shore Restaurant, Patchogue. Complimentary appetizers/cash bar will 
start at 6 p.m., and dinner with salad, choice of entrée and dessert, and 
beverages will start at 7 p.m. Bolotnikov’s talk will begin at 8 p.m. The 
cost for paid LIANS members is free; non-members pay $15/person, 
which includes membership for the current year. Reserve by Monday, 
March 5, leaving a message with Arnie Aronson, Ext. 2606.

Defensive Driving, 3/10
The next six-hour Defensive Driving (Point & Insurance Reduc-

tion) course will be held on Saturday, March 10, in Room B, Berk-
ner Hall, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Organized by the ESH&Q Directorate, 
and delivered by EAS Associates, the course is open to BNL, BSA, 
and DOE employees, facility-users, and their families. The cost is 
$30 per person. Preregistration is required. To register, call Edward 
Sierra, 821-1013, and leave a message with your phone number. 
For more information, call Sarah Wiley, Ext. 4207.

Black 47, MacTalla Mor in Concert, 3/9
The Irish band Black 47 and Celtic Roots band MacTalla Mór 

will perform in Berkner Hall on Friday, March 9, at 8 p.m. in a 
special concert to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Sponsored by the BNL 
Music Club, the concert will be open to the public. All visitors to 
the Lab age 16 and over must bring a photo ID.

Led by Irish author, playwright and songwriter Larry Kirwan, 
Black 47 is known for its Irish form of rock n’ roll, which includes 
songs about such topics as the Northern Ireland conflict and urban 
unrest in New York. The band plays in well-known Manhattan 
venues and has nine albums to its credit.

MacTalla Mór, Gaelic for Great Echo, is a national touring band 
featuring bagpipes, piano, percussion and vocals in a dynamic mix 
of traditional Celtic music, Roots rock, calypso, blues and jazz. The 
band’s mix of traditional Irish and Scottish tunes, original songs, 
arrangements and driving rhythms creates an engaging blend of 
old and new. In addition to playing at music festivals and universi-
ties, the band has played at famous locales, such as Caesar’s Palace 
in Las Vegas. MacTalla has also been featured on TV, including ap-
pearances on ABC, NBC, and HBO.

Tickets cost $20 each in advance at the BERA Store or $25 each 
at the door on the evening of the show. Tickets may be ordered 
electronically at www.ticketweb.com.



I came to work at BNL in Sep-
tember 1947. The Lab had 

opened in March of that year 
but had already hired over 
1,000 people. My life number 
is 1197. I had just graduated 
from college that spring and 
this was my first job. I can hon-
estly say that I fell in love with 
Brookhaven and the surround-
ing area because it was very 
rural and I was happy being so 
close to water — the ocean on 
the south and the Long Island 
Sound to the north.

It was somewhat unusual in 
those days for women to major 
in physics as I had done, and I 
was delighted to be hired in a 
scientific position. My first job 
was in what was then called 
the Electronics Department, 
headed by Dr. J. Horner Kuper. 
His wife, Mariette Kuper, was 
a well-known, very colorful 
BNL employee. Most of the 
buildings were the barracks 
left behind from the Army’s 
use during World War II and 
even some from World War I. 
My building is where the Post 
Office is today. The BNL glass-
blowers worked there also, and 
I became friendly with many 
of them, even though I was 
assigned to the detector group 
of the Electronics Department, 
which made Geiger counters 
and cloud chambers. I remem-
ber that high-energy physicists 
carried out experiments in the 

mountains in the west, mainly 
in Colorado, as big accelerators 
didn’t yet exist.

The science of these early 
days is documented elsewhere, 
so my focus here is on life at the 
Lab. First, there were only bar-
racks for men, so I had to find 
housing off site. The Lab was 
helpful and I found a rooming 
house in Patchogue with other 
BNL women. My two room-
mates worked in the Biology 
Department. None of us had a 
car, so we depended on a car-
pool to get to work. However, 
one amenity provided at that 
time was a bus to and from the 
Lab. The bus ran during the day 
and in the evening, allowing 
me to stay late to work or par-
ticipate in a social club. 

After several months, a few 
women who shared an apart-
ment in Bellport invited me 
to move in with them. This 
apartment was located right 
on the Great South Bay at the 
end of Brown’s Lane. Since I 
often stayed late at the Lab the 
bus would drive me all the way 
— door to door service! 

I remember that the winter 
of 1947-1948 was very cold with 
a lot of snow and ice. The Great 
South Bay stayed frozen for a 
long time. It was my first expe-
rience with ice boating, and my 
roommates and I shared a lot 
of laughs while attempting to 
learn this new sport. 

At this time, the Smith Point 
Bridge to Fire Island did not 
exist, so many scientists had 
picnics at the ocean beach in 
Westhampton. The beach was 
less commercial then; it had 
no parking lot or boardwalk. 
We socialized around campfires 
(which were allowed at that 
time). At one of these picnics, I 
met well-known BNL research-
ers Maurice and Gertrude Gold-
haber, who came there with 
their two young boys. 

The atmosphere of the Lab 
then mirrored that of a college 
campus. Since both the number 
of buildings and employees was 
small, you knew almost every-
one and there was a great feeling 
of friendship and camaraderie. 

I met my husband in the 
summer of 1948 when he came 
to the Lab as a summer stu-
dent. We were married in June 
1949. He was working for the 
Goldhabers, and we decided to 
follow them to the University 
of Illinois where they moved 
in January 1950. When we ar-
rived, we were informed that 
University policy did not allow 
a husband and wife to work 
in the same department, so I 
decided to enroll as a graduate 
student. Eventually, the Gold-
habers returned to BNL, and 
after I obtained my masters de-
gree in 1951, my husband and 
I did the same and retuned to 
work at the Lab.

During these early days at 
BNL, I saw two major research 
facilities commissioned. One 
was the Brookhaven Graphite 
Research Reactor (BGRR), which 
started operating in 1950, and 
another, the Cosmotron, the 
first large accelerator (started 
1952). I was saddened when the 
BGRR was replaced by the High 
Flux Beam Reactor (1965), but 
it was all part of the progression 
of science.

In 1954, I stopped working 
to raise a family, but I returned 
to work at the Lab part-time in 
1960 and continued working 
until 1993 in the Solid State 
Physics Group in the Physics 
Department. 

I remember those early 
years as a carefree, happy 
time. Over the years I made 
many friends and watched the 
Lab acquire Nobel prizes and 
achieve many scientific accom-
plishments. I didn’t know that 
when I signed on in 1947 that 
I would be one small part of 
the advancement of science for 
women and for the world. For 
me, 1947 was the beginning of 
a great career and the starting 
point of lifelong friendships. 
Simply stated, the Lab was the 
perfect place to work.

Note: Marilyn McKeown is 
retired but remains active in 
her community and serves as a 
Lab Envoy in the community.

Early Days at Brookhaven National Laboratory
Reminiscences of Retiree Marilyn McKeown




