
Monthly BWIS Meeting 

March 15, 2018 

Attendees: 17 

I. Call to order by: Wen Hu at 12:00  

II. Comments or questions regarding minutes from last meeting:  

a. SWE & BWIS joint event 

b. Prerana has volunteered to help with BWIS social media (e.g., Facebook).  

c. Welcome Kayla Hernandez as the new Secretary 

III. Report on past BWIS activities: 

a) Past Events  

i. Black History Month 

1. Last month, BWIS supported several AAAG events in honor of Black 

History Month. 

2. International Women’s Day at SBU (March 8) 

a. Vivian reported that there were about 150 participants in the SBU 

International Women’s Day: Girls in STEM Press for Progress 

event on March 8, along with 70 volunteers; 

b. The event featured networking sessions for students and 

professionals as well as nine demonstrations for high school 

students and teachers; 

c. The event utilized interactive social media well; 

d. FY19 IWD event is tentatively planned for March 2 or a later date 

(TBA); 

e.  One lesson learned for next year is to have no parallel sessions 

and instead have one afternoon session on a greater topical issue. 

f. One of the speakers could not attend due to the winter weather but 

was able to video conference in which worked well. 

g. Overall, it was “a very successful event.” 

h. Vivian requested a summary article for the BNL homepage and 

BWIS Facebook page (Amber/Will S. will draft). 

i. DOE Secretary Rick Perry provided a video welcome for the IWD 

SBU event and talked about BWIS. 

j. Anna G. had asked Internal Communications for assistance in 

having Sec. Perry arrange an address; Internal Comms. Worked 

with the Secretary’s Office on wording.  

k. The group viewed the Secretary’s address during the meeting. 

IV. Upcoming Events 



a) March 20: Quarterly BWIS & Lab Leadership Meeting—please give suggested 

topics/questions to Wen as early as possible. 

b) March 22: BWIS Talk by Ed Sierra on “Life and Work of Marie Curie”—note, talk 

will start at 4 PM and refreshments at 3:45 PM. 

c) March 26-28: New York State Advanced Energy Conference, NYC (Doon will be a 

speaker) 

d) March 29: Lead Like a Woman Professional Development Workshop will be held 

onsite.  

i. Be sure to provide feedback (positive and negative) so we can determine whether 

or not to invite speaker back for wait-list. 

e) April  20: BWIS sponsors its Annual High School Career Day 

i. Event is being planned and in need of volunteers. If interested, please contact 

Aleida at pereza@bnl.gov. 

ii. Group discussed what kinds of giveaways to provide student participants, such as 

USB drives, pens, etc. 

iii. Shruti said she has a lot of USB drives on hand. 

iv. Aleida estimates about 50 participants. 

v. Vivian said we need a new “pull-up” poster for the event. We do have pull-ups 

for Goldhaber and Chasman Award events. 

f) April 13-15: Annual Scientista Symposium, NYC (Gail will be a speaker) 

g) May 9-11: Women in STEM Leadership Program at SBU—apply now! 

V. Open Items 

a) Goldhaber Award Update 

i. Eight applications have been started but not completed/submitted. 

ii. Will S. and David S. will help contact applicants to follow up. 

b) Chasman Award Update 

i. Two winners have been selected. All applicants have been notified. 

ii. Wai-lin has received confirmation from one of the awardees for May 16 for the 

ceremony to be held in Bldg. 555. 

iii. A lunch will also be provided as part of the award ceremony. 

iv. Formal letters will be sent to the awardees once we establish the date of the 

ceremony. 

v. Applicants who did not win will be carried over to next year for consideration. 

c) Society of Women Engineers (SWE) Professional Development Webinar 

i. The SWE has two additional webinars occurring this month. 

ii. Amber will forward course descriptions to gauge the level of interest. 

d) LunaFest 

i. Kathy contacted St. Joseph’s College regarding this location as a possible venue 

for LunaFest. 

e) BWIS Spring Lunch  

i. BWIS’ Annual Spring Lunch is planned for June. Guimei is organizing. More to 

be announced. 

f) April 28: BWIS and SWE Joint Meeting at BNL 



i. Gail is interested in hosting a joint meeting with SWE at BNL and would like to 

provide tours of major facilities. 

ii. Amber drafted a poster for Gail to send out to the organizations to gauge level of 

interest (this will determine which facilities to tour). 

iii. The group discussed training requirements for escorts (e.g., Escort Training). 

iv. It is possible that only the Control Room in RHIC will be available for viewing. 

v. Need to determine whether Gail wants to visit one or two facilities (possibly not 

three). 

g) DUNS Number 

i. Shruti said very basic information is needed to apply for a DUNS number.  

ii. BWIS members have applied for grants previously. 

iii. Aleida talked about a grant proposal with the APS –she is not sure of status. 

iv. Group agrees we should apply for a DUNS number. 

h) BWIS Website – Speaker Video Download  

i. Suggestion: Provide format to download videos of speakers from the BWIS 

website.  

ii. Jyoti will ask Yvette for help. 

i) Speaker Form Suggestion  

i. Vivian suggested providing a new form for suggested speakers. Forms should 

include contact information. 

ii. We can provide these forms before BWIS Talks and post online. 

iii. Kathy will draft a form. 

j) Comments/Questions  

i. David S. suggested that we consider revising the criteria for certain awards. 

ii. Ed Sierra will look into possible collaboration with the American Nuclear 

Society Local Chapter. 


