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Deer Management 2023 & 2024

Population reductions March 2023 and 
February/March 2024 

•  7th and 8th reductions since 2015

•  Target max was 250 deer

•  106 taken in 2023

•  123 taken in 2024
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Initial estimate was approximately 350.

Current population estimated at 225 - 250 deer

• Acceptable population is 80 – 250 deer on BNL

• Birth rate of ~50%

• We have to overcome this every year.

Deer Management 2024
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Deer Management
Meat samples tested for Cs-137 prior to release for consumption.

• Every 10th deer sampled
• 2023 – 10  samples taken.  

• 2024 – 12 samples taken.

• Administrative level of ≤ 1 pCi/g, wet weight.  (NYSDOH limit is 6.9 
pCi/g, wet weight)

• No sample above 0.42 pCi/g, wet weight

• 1,788 lbs. of meat was donated to Island Harvest & STAR 
Foundation in 2023.

• 2,623 lbs. donated in 2024.

• 29,535 lbs. meat donated in total

Sampling of ticks and blood for Suffolk County Vector Control as part of 
NYSDOH tick-borne disease studies. 
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Fire 
Management
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Forest Management Units
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Mechanical Treatments & Fire

Result of 2012 
Crescent Bow Fire
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After Mechanical Treatment
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Prescribed Fire
May 9, 2023
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4 Months Post-fire
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No-Mow Areas

11

No-Mow Areas
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Southern Pine Beetle
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• Significant impacts to BNL forests site-wide 
• Beetle hitting small diameter trees
• Some impacts to white pines

• Focused on managing hazard trees

• Need funding for large-scale forest 
management

• Thinning
• Rx fire

NYSDEC

NRCS



March 2021
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March 2022March 2023March 2024
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Bats

• Federally endangered – northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis)

• Four projects required formal consultation with USFWS
• Several more projects upcoming
• Continued interim guidance until November 30
• Additional bats expected to be listed

• Tri-colored bat (Perimyotis subflavus)
• Little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus)

Northern long-eared bat

Little brown bat

Tri-colored bat

USFWS

VADWR
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2023 Cultural Resource Activities
Outreach

• Provide talks to local libraries
• History of Camp Upton

• Sayville Library – May 28, 2024

• Middle Country Library – June 26, 2024

• History of Brookhaven National Lab

• Smithtown Library – April 30, 2024

• Material loans
• Loan of historic items to Bellport-Brookhaven Historical Society – Summer 2024

• The Innovators – Inventors & Scientists of the Bellport Area

• August 3 – “How Brookhaven Lab has been inventing and innovating in research that drives advancements

in medical technology” – Ann Emrick and Sean McSweeney

Regulatory Activities

• Reminder – 32 Buildings or structures eligible for National Register of Historic Places, plus Gamma Forest  and 
previously determined eligible WW- I trenches & foundations, and two archeological sites.
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Recent Actions 

Negative actions result in Memoranda of 

Agreement between Department of Energy and 

New York State Historic Preservation Office

• 1960s apartments (Discovery Park/Upton Square 

development)

• 1940 water tower (replacement with new water 

tank)

• BMRR stack demolition



Progress on MOAs
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• Recordation (documentation of construction)
• All recordation reports are complete and 

submitted to NY SHPO

• Kiosks
• Preparing kiosks for installation later this year

• 1960s Apartments – Upton Square – SUSC building 
area
• Roads to Camp Upton, Camp Upton, WW I Hospital, WW 

II Hospital, 1960s efficiency apartments, Discovery Park

• 1940s water tower – kiosk and display using light 
off top of tower

• BMRR stack 
• Medical Reactor, Medical Complex







Soldier receiving inoculation



Aerial of Camp Upton, hospital at lower left

Hospital buildings with wheelchair access Nurses housing



Bedroom area of efficiencies New Efficiency Apartments (circa 1962)

1960s Efficiency Apartments Livingroom area of efficiencies
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1940s Water Tower in 2020 1940s and New Water Towers







Questions?
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