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Cultural Resources Update

May 8. 2025

Allison McGovern, PhD

Cultural Resource Manager

Quartz debitage (flakes) from stone tool 
manufacture in Setauket

Recovery of 19th century whiteware ceramic 
during excavations at the Crippen house in 
Huntington

Introduction: 
Background and Experience as an Archaeologist
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Camp Upton trenches
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Archaeology at BNL: 19th century residence
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Archaeology at BNL: 19th century residence
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Archaeology at BNL: 20th century privy
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Experience as 
an 

Archaeologist

Archaeology as Historic 
Preservation:

• for compliance and 
environmental review

• to document and 
evaluate historic 
resources

aka Cultural Resource 
Management (CRM)
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Cultural Resource Management at BNL

Buildings Landscapes Artifacts
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Ensuring Compliance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) and NEPA

B515
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Installation of Kiosks
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Historic Architecture at BNL
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BGRR

Chemistry

Berkner Hall
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Balancing Mission with Historic 
Preservation

• Buildings
• Managing changes, 

mitigating loss
• Landscapes

• Managing sites, 
establishing conditions 
assessments

• Artifacts
• Refining management 

procedures for 
accessions and curation
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Goals for Cultural Resource program

• Synthesize years of 
Cultural Resource 
documentation and 
reporting

• Develop historic contexts 
for different periods of 
history at BNL site

• Pre-WWI Pine Barrens 
histories 

• Publications; public-facing 
presentations
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Goals for Cultural Resource program

• Connect the history of the 
BNL site with local and 
regional histories

• Outreach to local 
organizations

• Storytelling through objects 
and biographies 
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Questions about Cultural 
Resources?
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