TIER I ES&H INSPECTION GUIDE FOR FACILITY INSPECTIONS

Fire Safety Tier I Inspection Checklist 

	Inspection Team Members:



	Location:
	Date:


	A.  HOUSEKEEPING AND WORKPLACE/STORAGE

	1.
	(
	Remove unnecessary accumulations of combustible materials from the workplace. (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. 3.1 (6) & NYS FC 305.1)

	2.
	(
	Combustible materials stored at least 36 inches away from potential ignition sources such as electric baseboard heat, gas- and oil-fired hot water heaters, furnaces, etc. (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. & NYS FC 315.2)

	3.
	(
	Minimum clearance distances (noted on labels attached to heating and cooking devices) are followed. (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. 3.2)

	4.
	(
	Boiler rooms, mechanical rooms and electrical equipment rooms are free of combustible storage. (Ref.: NYS FC 315.2.3) 

	5.
	(
	Clearance between the ceiling and storage is at least 2 feet in non-sprinklered buildings or at least 18 inches below sprinkler heads in sprinklered buildings. (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. & NYS FC 315.2.1)

	6.
	(
	Combustibles stored outdoors are not stored beneath combustible unsprinklered overhangs, under non-sprinklered eaves, or canopies or other projections.  (Ref:  NYS FC 315.3.1)

	B.  SPACE HEATERS (Ref. Fire Safety S.A. 1.1)

	1.
	(
	BNL approval label displayed on the space heaters.

	2.
	(
	Building and room on label corresponds to location of space heater.

	3.
	(
	User of the space heater trained in safe use of the space heater.

	4.
	(
	Combustibles at least 3 feet away from the heater.

	C.  HOT WORK AND IGNITION SOURCES (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. 2.1)

	1.
	(
	Hot Work has been assessed and approved in accordance with the BNL Fire Safety Subject Area, Section 2.1.

	2.
	(
	Have hot work permit.

	3.
	(
	Ornamental, decorative or scented candles are not in use.  Incense is not in use.  

	D.  EMERGENCY LIGHTS  (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. & NYS FC)

	1.
	(
	Emergency lights are provided and functional for hallways and exit paths in offices (only offices with night shifts), in all laboratory occupancies, or industrial occupancies (shop, manufacturing or storage).  (Note: Buildings with emergency generators do not require battery lights)


	E.  EXTERIOR

	1.
	(
	Smoking limited to designated areas.  (Ref. Fire Safety S.A. 1.4)

	2.
	(
	Smoking areas are outdoors and are a minimum of 10 feet away from containers that are used for combustible materials.  (Ref. Fire Safety S.A. 1.4)

	3.
	(
	Smoking areas are a minimum of 25 feet away from flammable liquid/gas storage areas.  (Ref. Fire Safety S.A. 1.4)

	4.
	(
	No accumulation of leaves/debris is by the “butt stops”.

	5.
	(
	Exterior doors are fully operable and free of obstructions.

	6.
	(
	Outdoor cooking is accomplished in approved units such as grills, hibachis, and fixed grills.

	F.  FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

	1.
	(
	Fire extinguishers are charged, unobstructed and un-obscured.  

(Note: a sign denoting the location is an acceptable alternative to an obscured extinguisher)  (Ref:  NYS FC 906.6)

	2.
	(
	Portable fire extinguishers are housed in NRTL cabinets mounted to the wall or installed on hangers or mounted on brackets securely anchored to the wall.  (Ref:  NYS FC 906.7)

	G.  FIRE DOORS

	1.
	(
	Fire doors (those marked with BNL Fire Rescue inventory labels) are kept closed or equipped with a functional self-closing device.  (Note:  Pull the door off the magnet and see if the door swings closed)

	H.  INDUSTRIAL OCCUPANCIES

	1.
	(
	Combustible metal turnings and/or chips are removed daily (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A.)

	2.

3.
	(
(
	Battery Charging Area:
Ventilation must be maintained to prevent dangerous accumulation of flammable gases (NYS FC 309.3).

Combustible storage is at least 3 feet away from battery charging area (NYS FC 309.2)  

	4.
	(
	Oil-soaked rags are kept in metal containers with tight-fitting metal lids separated by a distance of at least 2 feet from other combustible materials and emptied at the end of each shift.  (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. 3.1 & NYS FC 305.2)

	I.  FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS

	1.
	(
	Flammable liquids that are not in use are returned to storage.

	2.
	(
	Flammable liquids containers the smallest practical for the present use.

	3.
	(
	Flammables are used away from any potential ignition sources.  

	4.
	(
	Flammable liquids that are transferred from their original containers are properly labeled and are put in NRTL approved flammable liquid safety containers.  (Note:  You should see the “UL” label.)

	5.
	(
	Flammable liquids quantities over 25 gallons are stored in NRTL flammable liquids storage cabinets.

	J.  LIFE SAFETY (Ref:  Fire Safety S.A. & NYS FC)

	1.
	(
	Exit Signs visible and illumination is operational.

	2.
	(
	Corridors unobstructed to width of exit door.

(Note:  The hallway leading up to the exit door must be clear and unobstructed and be at least as wide as the door.)

	3.
	(
	Stairwells and corridors (and nearby alcoves) are free of storage/clutter.

	4.
	(
	Exit door opens 90 degrees and opening force less than 25 pounds.


� This checklist is not intended to apply to BNL residential occupancies.  NYS FC refers to the New York State Fire Code.
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