	Employment- Based
	All Chargeability Areas Except Those Listed
	CHINA- mainland born
	INDIA
	MEXICO
	PHILIPPINES

	1st
	EB-1
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	2nd
	EB-2
	C
	8-Aug-08
	1-Sep-04
	C
	C

	3rd
	EB-3
	1-Jan-09
	1-Jan-09
	22-Jan-03
	1-Jan-09
	1-Oct-06


EXAMPLE: July 2013 Visa Bulletin for employment-based preferences

Based on the July Visa Bulletin, the EB-1 category is current (“C”), meaning an immigrant visa/green card is immediately available upon approval of the I-140 immigrant petition. For the EB-2 category, the priority date is current except for China and India. The date indicated means that USCIS is processing applications filed as of that date. For example, if a foreign national employee from China filed an EB-2 application in August 2013, his/her priority date may become current in 5 years, which is the difference between 2008 (indicated in the visa bulletin) and the year of filing (2013). The Visa Bulletin processing times are unpredictable. If the demand for a particular category is exceptionally high, the priority date on the Visa Bulletin may retrogress by months or years, or may become unavailable (“U”).
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