
We are now soliciting proposals for the annual LDRD competition for awards that will begin in Fiscal Year 2010 (FY10). The deadline for receipt of proposals is COB May 29, 2009. 
Proposal Submission Process

As you may be aware, the Laboratory has undertaken an effort to develop a vision and strategy for an electron-ion collider as a potential follow-on to the RHIC facility.  To this end, with this memo we solicit proposals for LDRD in two broad areas: one is for proposals that support the case for a potential electron-ion Collider; the other area will accept proposals for all areas of science in support of Brookhaven’s mission except science and technology in support of the electron-ion Collider. 
Open Solicitation: For all areas of science in support of Brookhaven’s strategy and mission except science in support of the e-A collider, proposals for consideration for funding must be submitted by your Associate Laboratory Director (ALD) to my Office (Sabrina@bnl.gov). Each ALD may submit no more than eight proposals total per Directorate except Nuclear and Particle Physics which may only submit five for this solicitation. 
The set of proposals submitted by each ALD should, in the main, support the organization’s scientific Goals and Objectives as outlined in their 2009 Business Plan, as well as the Laboratory’s strategic objectives. Each ALD, along with their management team shall determine the best method for screening proposals for ultimate submission. All ALDs will be responsible for developing an internal review process that includes peer review and the selection criteria, below.
For FY10, we anticipate that we will be able to fund some projects that are aimed at the development of new core competencies at somewhat higher levels than in the past, with budgets funded for the full 36 months.  The business case, including the potential for follow-on funding, for proposals in this ‘competence building’ class of proposals will be held to a high standard. Further information is available on the LDRD Website (www.bnl.gov/ldrd) 

Science and Technology for an Electron-Ion (EIC) Collider: This year, the strategic focus area for LDRD will be in support of the development of the case for an electron-ion collider. LDRD proposals in support of the science and technology for an EIC should be submitted to Steve Vigdor who will coordinate the development of a vetted and peer-reviewed package of LDRD projects to my Office by July 15, 2009. Steve will be working with the BNL EIC task force and the EIC International Advisory Committee to develop and review proposals. Steve will provide details of the process for proposal development and review. 
Changes to Proposal Format 
For LDRD projects that are requesting less than $200k, proposals cannot exceed two pages and there will be no abstract. For projects requesting more than $200k, proposals cannot exceed five pages including a short, one paragraph abstract. If you are considering the submission of a proposal for funding in excess of $500k, please contact your ALD and me for additional information. An additional change is that we will only require a one-page CV for the PI of the proposal. As usual, all proposals will need to be submitted in the Proposal Information Questionnaire (PIQ) form, which can be obtained electronically at https://sbms.bnl.gov/sbmsearch/subjarea/99/3c02e011.doc.  

Project Selection Criteria

The specific criteria to be used for selection are: 

1)  The intellectual merit of the proposed activity
How important is the proposed activity to advancing knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields? 

To what extent does the proposed activity suggest and explore creative and original concepts?

Is the proponent qualified to lead the proposed research? 

How well-conceived and organized is the proposed activity? 

Is the scope of work commensurate with the requested budget?

2)  The broader impacts of the proposed activity on the Laboratory


How does this project support the strategic directions of the Laboratory? 

Will the activity lead to new capabilities or competencies at the Laboratory?

Will this project help to ensure the scientific and technical vitality of the Laboratory?

Does the proposal foster cross disciplinary and/or cross Organizational Unit collaborations? 

Does the proposal appropriately anticipate DOE or other sponsor needs? How can one tell?

The Selection Committee for proposals in response to the open call will be chaired by the Assistant Laboratory Director for Policy and Strategic Planning and include the Deputy Director for Science and Technology, the Science ALDs, and members of the Brookhaven Council.  The Committee hopes to conclude the selection process by the end of July.

Finally, remember that research conducted under the LDRD Program cannot duplicate or directly augment research presently funded at the Lab.  The policy and guidelines for the BNL LDRD Program are posted at https://sbms.bnl.gov/sbmsearch/subjarea/99/99_SA.cfm?parentID=99.

Further information and assistance can be obtained from J. P. Looney, Scientific Director for LDRD, either by email (ldrd@bnl.gov ) or telephone (ext. 3798), or Kevin Fox, Special Assistant to the ALD for Finance, email ldrd@bnl.gov or telephone (ext. 6185) and Sabrina Parrish email ldrd@bnl.gov or telephone (ext. 4995).

