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The Technology Maturation (TM) fund is designed to advance promising early stage BNL technologies into commercial development and, ultimately, to deployment in the marketplace.  The strategic objectives of the fund are to assist BNL in licensing such technologies more effectively, to develop opportunities for sponsored research funding and collaborations, and to expedite the transfer of promising new technologies into deployment.  With these objectives in mind, the fund seeks to support innovative research aimed at extending preliminary observations, establishing proof-of-principle, and enhancing (or generating) BSA intellectual property positions.  

Guidelines for the 2015 TM Funding

1. Submission Deadline: April 13, 2015
2. Funding Levels:  It is anticipated that the maximum funding level for this 2015 call will be $60,000 and the project period of up to one year.

3. Eligibility: The principal investigator of the TM proposal can be a BSA employee or a joint appointee.  However, please note joint appointees can only submit TM proposals for technologies in which BSA is at least part owner of the underlying associated intellectual property.  

4. Proposal Development: The proposal should be drafted using the TM Proposal Information Questionnaire (TMPIQ) for Technology Maturation Funding. Proposals that do not follow the TMPIQ format will be rejected.  It is strongly recommended that you contact a member of Office of Technology Commercialization and Partnerships (OTCP) before filling out the TMPIQ.

· Christine Brakel (631-344-7134): Biology, Medical and Chemistry, Center for Functional, Sustainable Energy Nanomaterials,; 
· Poornima Upadhya (631-344-4711): Photon Sciences Environmental Sciences, Physics, Collider Accelerator, Condensed Matter Physics Instrumentation Division, Superconducting Magnet, Computational Science, Nonproliferation and Nuclear Science and Material Science.

5. Submission: The completed TMPIQ can be submitted either as a hard copy or an electronic file to Cyrena Condemi (631-344-2634).

6. Review: The selection of proposals for funding will be based on IP assessment, market and business risk assessment and potential for technology transfer.  Details of the selection criteria and review process can be found at 
http://www.bnl.gov/techtransfer/TMFP/evaluation.php

7. Reporting: The PIs of funded projects will be required to submit semi-annual progress reports.  

If you have any questions, please contact the TCP member with whom you normally work or Connie Cleary at 631-344-3035.
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	Principal Investigator 

	Proposal Title 


	Department/Division 

	Telephone 
	Email 

	Other Investigators


	Date of Submission
	Project Term (Month/Year)

	Human Subjects (Reference: DOE Order 1300.3)
Does the proposed work involve human subjects?
If yes, attach copy of the current Institutional Review Board Approval and Informed Consent Form
	
Y/ N


	Vertebrate Animals
Does the proposed work involve use of vertebrate animals?
If yes, has approval from BNL’s Animal Care and Use Committee been obtained?
	
Y/ N 
Y/ N

	National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Review

	Is the proposed work similar to those carried out in the Department/Division which have been previously reviewed for potential environmental impacts and compliance with federal, state, local rules and regulations, and BNL’s Environment, Safety, and Health Standards?  
	


Y/ N

	If no, has a NEPA review been completed and the results documented?
(Note: NEPA review has to be completed and documented before work may commence.)
	

Y/ N 

	ES&H Considerations

	Does the proposal provide sufficient funding for appropriate decommissioning of the research space when the experiment is complete?
	Y/ N

	Is there an available waste disposal path for project wastes throughout the course of the experiment?
	Y/ N 

	Is funding available to properly dispose of project wastes throughout the course of the experiment?
	Y/ N

	Are biohazards involved in the proposed work?  If yes, attach a current copy of approval from the Institutional Biosafety Committee.
	Y/ N

	Can the proposed work be carried out within the existing safety envelope of the facility in which it will be performed?
If no, attach a statement indicating what has to be done and how modifications will be funded to prepare the facility to accept the work.
	Y/ N

	Approvals

	Department Chair / Division Manager
	

	Department/Division Business Office Manager
	

	Cognizant Associate Lab Director
	



Project Description:

1. Describe the background for the proposed project (200 words or less) 
Keeping the TM criteria and the objective of the fund in mind, please define the current gaps and opportunities in the field. Identify any BSA intellectual property to be advanced toward deployment in the proposed work.   

2. Specific Aims of the TM proposal (250 words or less)
Define the fundamental problem to be solved and the approach that will be taken to solve it.  

3. Experimental Design (Three pages or less)
Briefly describe the technical details of the project plan proposed.

4. Expected Results (Two page or less)
Briefly describe the expected technical outcome of the TM proposal.  Include the potential pitfalls/technical risks in the proposed project.

5. Significance of the proposed work (One page or less)
Describe how the expected technical outcome of the TM proposal will fulfill the strategic objective of the TM fund, and the commercialization and deployment opportunities it will provide.  Estimate the current Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of this technology, and the TRL expected upon successful completion of the proposed work.  Refer to the TRL guide:  http://www.bnl.gov/techtransfer/inventors.php  

6. Previous proposals and funding
Identify below any proposals for funding submitted for this, or substantially similar, work, whether or not funded.  List the amount requested and, if funded, the amount awarded. If applicable, identify whether the proposal is related to a CRADA, WFO, or license agreement with a commercial sponsor.

7. Potential future partnerships and funding sources
List any partners who are or may be interested in licensing or research collaboration related to this work, and additional potential funding sources who may sponsor future work.  Please include any letters of support for this maturation project from potential deployment partners.

8. Vita of the Principal Investigator (One page or less)

9. Budget for the Technology Maturation Proposal (Sample Template attached for reference)
The budget should be prepared by your department Business Operations staff.  If the proposal includes a request for equipment totaling more than $5000, provide a statement of justification, and describe the potential impact on the proposed statement of work if the equipment were not made available, as well as alternative solutions (if any).
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No cost to be incurred on R/C 170 (Relocation Expense) 2. 6.

Funding for Program Development for more than 2 years is 5. 7.

unlikely and cannot exceed 3 years. 2. 8.





