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Good morning, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

On behalf of the Joint Committee of the Japan-US Scientific Cooperation Program in the Field of the High Energy Physics, we would like to welcome all of you to the symposium celebrating the 30th anniversary of this cooperation program. Dr. Dennis Kovar of DOE and me are currently serving as the co-chairs of the joint committee. 

It was 31 years ago when this cooperation Program was founded and it has been providing an excellent opportunity for physicists from two countries to work together. It has served as the framework for many Japanese to challenge their ambition in the High Energy Physics. For the junior Japanese fellow, it served to become familiar with the most advanced High Energy Physics experiments in the world and to know physicists in the US labs. In fact, there are many Japanese who got training in this program as the graduate students or young post-docs and became leaders of High Energy Physics in Japan later. 

It is a really remarkable fact that this cooperation has been successfully executed for so many years. The success is primary due to the strong desire and ambition of physicists who wanted to realize their dream at the most competitive and challenging facilities and with the most experienced people. 

I would say that this success is only possible by the quite generous support and help extended to the Japanese researchers by the US government, US labs leadership, officials and scientists in the US institutions. Of course, we know that it was impossible to carry out this project without the deep understanding and the support of the Japanese government, Japan Science Promotion Society, and many officials in Japan. 

At this occasion of the 30th anniversary, we would like to thank many people who contributed to the establishment of this program, especially Mrs. Saito, Shinozawa, Drs Nishikawa, Kikuchi, Panofsky, Lederman, Wallenmeyer and Hildebrand. 

I would like to thank also Drs. Ozaki and Sugawara who made indispensable contribution to the successful operation of this program. They have been always earnest and enthusiastic promoters and supporters of this program from the beginning until today.  

Now, I believe that research in the High Energy Physics will further disclose many more mysteries of the universe and provide us with many surprises in the coming decades. The Japanese and US people will be front runners in this research and therefore the cooperation between two people will become more and more important and this framework of the cooperation will serve as the basis for the ambitious endeavor of the next generation. 

We hope that this symposium provides us with an opportunity to look back what we did in the past, to listen to what we are doing now and to think about our future of this program. We also hope that you enjoy the reunion with our old friends and interactions with the people of new generation at this opportunity.

Finally, we thank Dr. Ozaki and BNL people for their many works for preparing this symposium. We thank also people of the University Hawaii who kindly hosted this symposium including the tour to the SUBARU observatory.

Thank you very much for your attention.
