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W. Wallenmeyer:  Continuation of historical events leading up to the formation and first meeting of the Japan/US Committee on High Energy Physics.

In the two and a half months following the September 1978 meeting of the HEP Working Sub-group, much activity was undertaken in preparation for a second meeting in November 1978.  This included a trip to the US in October 1978 by T. Nishikawa for discussions at the Department of Energy and the accelerator laboratories relative to a joint collaborative effort in high energy physics.

Secretary of Energy Schlesinger* had a meeting in Japan on November 6, 1979 with Prime Minister Fukuda.  One of the subjects they discussed was Japan/US Collaboration in Research and Development on New Energy Sources and Related Fields including high energy physics.

The second set of meetings of the joint Working Group on Research and Development on New Energy Sources and Related Fields including high energy physics, and its Sub-groups, was held in Washington on November 14-16, 1978. The Japan membership on the HEP Subgroup for this meeting included T. Saito, MOE and T. Nishikawa, KEK.  The US membership included;  L. Lederman, FNAL; S. Ozaki, BNL; B. Hildebrand, DOE and new members Professor Jack Sandweis of Yale and W. Wallenmeyer, Director Division of HEP, DOE.  The Subgroup reached an agreement on: 1. Objectives and procedures for the collaboration; 2. Scale of a viable joint program on use of existing and new HEP facilities (Program A) and detector instrumentation R and D (Program B), estimated overall at an average cost of about $13 to $19 million per year from each country; 3 specific examples of Program A and Program B projects ready for consideration for implementation; 4. The need for a program of joint participation in the construction and use of new forefront facilities (Program C), with a prior need for further study of Program C.  They recommended an early formation of the Japan-US Coordinating Committee for HEP to implement Programs A and B; and the formulation of an Implementing Agreement based on their report written and agreed to by the Sub-group.  Unfortunately, the Ministry of Finance was not yet prepared to make a full commitment to HEP under the Fukuda initiative.  MOESC however, was planning to commit new funds for HEP’s cooperative projects starting in April 1979.  Dr. Deutch stated in his closing remarks as US Co-Chairman of the overall negotiations that the US was prepared to proceed immediately with the joint US/Japan high energy physics program, as soon as the Japanese agreed to participate.  I personally indicated to Saito and Nishikawa, that the DOE high energy physics program position was that;

*President Carter considered the energy crisis, except for preventing war, the Nation’s greatest challenge.  On the day after his inauguration in January 1977, he named James Schlesinger, assistant to the President, as his personal representative working with the Congress on an immediate energy problem.  On February 2nd, Carter proclaimed a national emergency on energy.  In the first 90 days of Carter’s presidency, Schlesinger developed the administration’s basic energy reorganization plans including a new cabinet level department of energy, and energy policy strategies.  Legislative action creating the Department of Energy was completed by August 3, 1977, Carter signed the bill into law on August 4, and the next day named Schlesinger as the first Secretary of Energy.  The Department was officially activated on October 1, 1977.

“The US is prepared to proceed immediately with a joint Japan/US high energy physics program on an equitable basis -- up to the full level indicated in the subgroup report -- as soon as high energy physics is included in the joint agreement.  Funds currently in the DOE high energy physics funding budget for research, operations and equipment, are adequate to initiate a full program of collaborative projects.” 
It is important to note and remember that there was a successful informal Japan/US Collaborative program in high energy physics starting in the late 1950s with lab-lab, university-university and university-lab joint efforts with impressive scientific results that earned trust, respect and warm hospitality for each other.  This led to the very strong support we observed among the scientists, including our High Energy Physics Advisory Panel (HEPAP), for the formal collaborative effort in high energy physics suggested in the Fukada initiative.  The same was true for Japan’s high energy physicists, and in turn, this strong scientific support led the respective funding agencies, US DOE and Japan MOE to give a high priority to inclusion of a joint high energy physics effort under that government – government agreement.

On May 2, 1979 in Washington, DC, during Prime Minister Ohira’s visit to the US, an AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN ON COOPERATION IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN ENERGY AND RELATED FIELDS was signed for the Government of the United States by Secretary of Energy James Schlesinger and for the Government of Japan by Foreign Minister Sunao Sonoda.  High Energy Physics was listed as one of the areas for cooperation in the Agreement.  It was directed that implementing arrangements specifying the details and procedures of cooperative activities in each area be made between the two Governments or their agencies, whichever was appropriate.

On May 28 and 29th, 1979 a preparatory Japan/US Meeting on High Energy Physics was held in Washington, DC.  Japan participants included H. Ueki, MOE; T. Nishikawa, KEK; H. Nagasue, KEK; T. Fujii, Tokyo University and T. Kitagaki, Tohoku University.  US participants included J. Leiss, DOE; J. Ballam, SLAC; R. Birge, LBL; B. Hildebrand, DOE; L. Lederman, Fermilab; S. Ozaki, BNL; R. Rau, BNL; J. Sandweiss, Yale University; A. Tollestrup, Fermilab; and W. Wallenmeyer, DOE.  Also present from DOE were J. Metzler, International Affairs, J. Stekert, Planning and Evaluation, and E. Summers, Office of Energy Research.  The Japanese proposals for experimental research and for accelerator and instrumentation research and development were presented and discussed.  Included in the discussion were comments by US lab participants at the meeting on the current status of the experimental research proposals at the labs, where they had at earlier dates been discussed and presented. It was mutually agreed that the overall proposed joint experimental and research and development programs were viable, scientifically excellent and timely and that the FY1979 planned research program should start as soon as possible. The participants had preliminary discussions of an implementing arrangement for the collaboration in high energy physics and both sides agreed that it should be general and brief but inclusive of the important items.  It was agreed that drafts of an implementing arrangement would be exchanged with the goal of signing such an agreement soon.  It was recommended that a Japan/US Coordinating Committee be established as soon as possible after the signing.

On November 11, 1979 (Sunday), a group gathered at SLAC to witness the signing of the IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE OF JAPAN ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS.  This Arrangement comes under the US/Japan umbrella Agreement on Cooperation in Research and Development in Energy and Related Fields, signed in Washington on May 2, 1979.

The group in the picture, gathered for the occasion, included the six Japan and six US initial members of the U.S.-Japan Committee on High Energy Physics which was established by the signing about to take place; the Committee’s mission to facilitate the implementation and coordination of cooperative activities in the area of high energy physics.  Others in the picture include 5 from DOE (3 Washington and 2 local), and 1 each from MOE, KEK, and SLAC. The next picture shows the signing of the Implementing Arrangement by Mr. Kohei Shinogawa, Director-General Bureau of Science and International Affairs, for the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture (MOE) and by Dr James Leiss, Associate Director, Office of Energy Research, High Energy and Nuclear Physics for the Department of Energy.

On November 12, 1979 the US-Japan Committee on High Energy Physics met for their first meeting.  Dr. J. Leiss, DOE and Dr. Tetsuji Nishikawa, Director-General National Laboratory for High Energy Physics (KEK) were co-chairmen; with 5 other Japan members:  K. Shinozawa, MOE; T. Fujii, University of Tokyo; K. Kikuchi, KEK; T. Kitagaki, Tohoku University; and G. Takeda, Tohoku University; and with 5 other US members:  R. Birge, LBL; L. Lederman, Fermilab; W. Panofsky, SLAC; R. Rau, BNL; and J. Sandweis, Yale University.  Other participants included: K. Haga and N. Higuchi, KEK; G. Shigeto, MOE; S. Ozaki, BNL; G. Rickansrud, SLAC; W. Wallenmeyer, B Hildebrand, J. Metzler, and S. Stamp, DOE; and K. Nomura, Interpreter.
