PASS template for NSLS-II Partner User Proposals (revOct2018)

Guidance for Partner User (PU) Proposals

Partner Users (PU) are individuals or groups who need access to beam time on NSLS-II beamlines to carry out their work and who also wish to partner with the facility in making contributions that benefit other facility users by enhancing the utilization or capabilities of the facility or contributing to its operation. Possible examples include, but are not limited to, creating or expanding a user community, contributing a sophisticated endstation, contributing staff and/or equipment to provide user support for a given program, or the design, construction, or operation of endstation equipment, or even a whole beamline. 

Prospective PUs submit proposals describing the proposed partnership and requesting beam time on one or more beamlines that support the techniques needed for their work. As described in the NSLS-II User Access Policy, each PU proposal can request up to 40% of the available beam time per run cycle (per beamline where more than one beamline is required) throughout the life of the proposal. The lifetime assigned to a Partner User proposal will typically be up to three years. PU proposals are peer-reviewed by the NSLS-II Proposal Review Panel, evaluated by the NSLS-II Science Advisory Committee, and allocated by NSLS-II management. 

Before submitting a PU proposal, the Principal Investigator must first consult with the lead beamline scientist for each beamline on which beam time is requested to ensure that the proposed contribution is compatible with existing beamline instrumentation and development plans as well as to discuss the proposed contributions, beam time requests, and proposal term.  

Use this template to write your NSLS-II Partner User Proposal and then copy/paste the information into the online PASS system.  Please do not upload this document as a MS Word or PDF file.


TITLE

To be entered under the “Proposal Information” tab in PASS

Total 8 Hour Shifts requested for the lifetime of the proposal
Guidance: NSLS-II operates about 5000 hours per year, so 10% of the beam time represents 500 hours or 62.5 shifts per year

Technique
Choose the technique that most best represents your program.

Proposal Review Panel
Choose the review panel that is most appropriate to evaluate your program.


To be entered under the “Research” tab in PASS

Progress Report: Is this proposal a continuation of a prior proposal(s) that has expired?  If yes, please provide the proposal number and a progress report from the previous proposal(s). You should include separate sections including (1) all publications including DOIs, (2) the impact on the General User program / user support, (3) the impact on the beamline’s capabilities, and (4) results of the overall science program. 
(limit: 10,000 characters)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Executive Summary
Provide a concise summary of the proposed program. This section may be used for funding agency reporting purposes; this information and the proposal title may become public information. 
(limit: 1000 characters including spaces)

Proposed Program and Impact
Describe the proposed program to be conducted at the specified beamline, how this program would be enhanced or enabled by the proposed contribution, and the scientific and/or societal impact of this program, including the benefits to stakeholders funding the program and to the general user programs overall. 
(limit: 20,000 characters including spaces, approximately 5 pages)


Proposed Contributions and Partnership Terms 
Provide a detailed description of the proposed contribution and terms of the partnership that the proposal team intends to establish at NSLS-II. Examples of possible contributions include instrumentation to enhance beamline capabilities and/or staffing in support of beamline operations. For contributions of existing instrumentation, include an estimated replacement cost for the proposed hardware, and the resources needed to integrate the contributed hardware into the beamline. For contributions of new instrumentation, include the direct cost (without overheads), how it is being funded, and the resources needed to integrate the contributed hardware into the beamline. For staffing contributions, include a brief description of the type of staffing (scientific, postdoc, or technical), the level-of-effort in terms of full time equivalents (FTEs) on an annual basis, and how the proposal team intends to fund them. For other types of contributions, provide sufficient information to describe the nature and value of the contribution and any significant assumptions or requirements.

The proposed terms of the partnership should include, among other things, requested beam time (in percentage of available beam time at each beamline) that is required to achieve the program.  Proposal terms are typically for 3 years or less. Longer terms, up to 5 years, can be requested in exceptional cases, e.g. where the contribution includes construction of and operating a complete beamline at NSLS-II, and must be pre-approved by the NSLS-II Director.
(limit: 12,000 characters including spaces, approximately 3 pages)


Brief description of team members’ relevant experience including key publications
(limit: 8000 characters including spaces, approximately 2 pages)


Beamline Staff Consulted
List staff member name and beamline (repeat for each beamline requested in the proposal)



To be entered under the “Time Request” tab in PASS:

Describe your proposed experiments for the requested cycle: 
(limit: 2000 characters including spaces)
